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gneral deliverance, who has long waded the 
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to ſave the people from rapine and oppreſſion with- 


in, and from the violence of enemies without. 
When I conſider the highly exalted dignity of 


this great and illuftrious Houſe, I, am confounded 


and abaſhed to the loweſt poſſible degree, to pre- 
ſeut the thoughts of my nothingneſs and infignifi- , 


cance; but when I conſider the amazing and infi- 
nite advantages that might attend ſome ſuch mea- 


ſures, not only to the parties chiefly concerned, 
but to the whole State at large, I am encouraged 
to creep forward from my obſcurity,” though” with 
a, trembling hand, to preſent the rude materials of 
my indigeſted thoughts, which yet your Lordſhips 
conſummate and princely wiſdoms may palifh . up 


and form into a fair and beauteous ſyſtem, | 


May that God, by whom Kings reign and Prin- 
ces decree juſtice, bleſs your Lordſhips with many, 
end happy days, — may His Grace enable your 
Lordſhips ſo to uſe your great powers on earth, 
that when, death fhall-receive the high commiſſion 
to ſtrip your princely heads; of all their honours 
here, — may Crowns of Glory await you, that ſhall 
never fade away.——l have the honour, to be, 
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„ WILLIAM PETIT; 2 | 
Firſt, Lord. Conn: ifioner of the Tru: 
Moſt Uluſtcious St. 


TE: have long beheld with' inünite Cann. the 
2 depopulation of this ' oppreſſed 
a While thouſands of our fellow ſubjeQs 
and friends, are poſting away to foreign lands in 
queſt of that bread which, with far more eaſe and 
facility, might be found at bome, were it plealing 
God to put it into the hearts of the noble Proprie- 
tors of the landed intereſt, to grant ſuch encourage» 
ment as might be mutually advantageous on both 
ſides; yet eren admitting the ſame were granted, 
and every other encouragement that could poſſibly 
be deviſed for the proſperity of the State, yet how 
vain are the fineſt drawn ſchemes of human policy 
and human wiſdom | unaſſiſted by divine, as was 
eaſy to be read in the late deſtructive war. What 
ſeas of blood, what millions of treaſure, what ex- 
tent of empire, have we not loſt? What then ? 
Should we blame our Miniſtry, and-eenſure Admi- 
niſtration? We ſhould not; as we dare ſay, nei- 
ther was wanting wiſdom in the Cabinet, nor va- 
lour in the field, to accompliſh the deſirable ends. 
By what means then were we overthrown? Why, 
the Divine indignation was awakened againſt us 
on account of ſin,” By theſe alone were our pur- 
poſes” overthrown. | The moſt evident indications 
ot Divine diſpleaſure appeared agzinſt us through 
the whole proceſs of that war. 1 rastet of us 
ate guilty as the rich. g 
But = ſhall be done then to. recover our paſt 


loſſes; an ous our future ruin ? While the 
Ke 5 Princes . ' 


pie 


Princes of 1 


. do/ight of ſurrounding 


reſtleſs in th 
lightneſs on our fide ; that while we are endea- 
vouring by treaty to ſecure one, we are likely to 
loſe two z therefore, our ſyſtem preſents us with 
a new. Ally, or rather an old one, almoſt forgott 
whom, if we will take into the balance of power, 


we ſhall be more than match dor all dan ancihidh, 
Britannia will then beconie the Guardian! of Eu- 


rope, — the Miſtreſs of the Deep, — the terror an 115 
nations, and: recover moi 

glory than ever ſhe loſt. Though lately vifited with 

ord and famine; yet in. tender compaſhon God has 


laid theſe aſide. His chaſtifing hand is pleaſed to 


act ſo: for the preſent; in en His ne 
will lead us to repentance. 5 
Thus, Great Sir, this renowned Majeſty. courts- 
your alliance. His friendſhip is worthy. our highe 
eſt regard; and if our human laws are carried into 
execution, for the ſuppreſſion of vice and immo- 
rality; and for encouray religion ani virtue, as 
they are for the recovery pe private debts, and pu» 
blic taxes, we ſhould ok fee the interpoſing hand 
of our Divine Ally in all things that could pro- 
mote our national ſelicity. + When a people's ways 
pleaſe the Lord, He can make even ther HO. 
to be at peace with them. 5 

Thus, Great Sir, will it be of the higheſt ape 


_ to Adminiſtration, and the Britiſh- dominians, 


to honour Almighty God, by promoting the inte- 
reſt of his ſpiritual kingdom as you would an earth- 
IV one.— It was amongſt the laſt words of your il- 
luſtrious Father i in the Britiſh Senate, Peace with 
America, and war with all the world. Say then, 
Great Sir, in alluſion tochis words, “ Peace with 


„ God, and war with all the W Aw 
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become ſo fluctusting au 
Dale of, f Empire, that, it threatens. 


ten, 


the honour to be, Moft illuſtrious Sir, 
| Your moſt n humble Servarty'! Th _ 
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leave to differ a little from your Lordſhip 


on theſe heads. 
| Neb.- On what ground? 
Farm. On this ground, my Lord, The 
cobler is a member of the-cemmonwealth 
as well as my Lord, or his Grace. If his 
country flouriſhes, he reaps ſome , ſmall 


| thare of its advantages; if it ſioks into 
ruin, he is ſure of a large ſhare of its diſ- 


advantages, How then, my Lord, can 1 


CTondemmn the cobler, if, fearful. for the 
overthrow of his native country, and fond 


of its preſervation, he ſhould draw fancied 
ſeenes of happineſs for himſelf. and his 


country, and entertain Hinſelf with his 


of 


nei ighbours on theſe head? 
| - Neb. But you go a great deal Werber; 


for I hear you intend a publication, Hold. 
ing forth a vaſt many fine and marvellous 


things ; namely, That it is impoſſible far 
the lower ranks.of mankind to be able to 


Aubſiſt in theſe kingdoms, either 1 in city or : 
Country ;—in cities and towns they are 
oppreſſed: with the extravagant prices of 
the neceſfaries af life, decay of trade, Sc. 


tand, in the .cauntny, they are ore 
with. -the_exorbitant rents of arts a 
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thouſands ,—qhat it ia 2 ies Bo the con- 


cluſion of a Var, to ſee ſo many brave 
failors and ſoldiers, by whoſe valour fo 


many glorious, x victories have been obtaig- 
ed, diſbanded 'without. penſion, ' and in 
want of bread; ſome running away to the 
ſervice of reizt Princes and States; ſome, 


in the decline of life, conſtrained to beg 
their bread in the ſtreets of theſe very realms 


whach their valour ſaved from, ruin; ſome, 
Sie ed to hetake chemſelves to the high- 


ways for robbery 3 ; ſo that you can-ſcarce 


g a few miles from your, own doors, but 
you are in danger of being knecked on 
z that if you” "Rad the marſige- 


tain, you would, by a grieuſture alone, pay 


off the laſt ſhifli of "the 1 ational debt in 


thirty five years, without th Feat alliſtance 


from the trading, paßt of the nation; would 


tlie "intereſt, 3 


they only { continue to pay 
RE Jou would point out a 4 to fyr- 
dich, Great, Britain. ' with. two bundre 


r the ſervice of the army 


nd navy without ihre ng one man — 
hat Fou. would never) Hh to ſce our Or 
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awe that, for chis . you would 
„ point out a way to raiſe One million eight 
f hundred thouſand pounds Sterling to pen - 
. ſion this numerous and puiſſant army, at 
1 nine pound Sterling yearly. each man ;— 
that no nobleman or gentleman's' fortune, 3 
"| or rents, ſhould ſuffer one ſhilling of de- 
£1 | creaſe, by any of thele meaſures ;—that the 
85 perſons upon whom theſe ſums are levied . 
mould feel leſs of their oppreſſions than 
1 before the arduous taſk was begun z—that - 
the ſyſtem of meaſures under conſideration, 
376 | ſhould give ſuch. ample. encouragement to '[ 
EN] - induſtry as Britain never experienced figee | 
tit was a nation hat they would effec- : 
= tually prevent all emigrations in future, 
12 and prove a molt ſoyercign remedy againſt 
ö 2 ſpirit. of rebellion ;—that, in reſpect of 
| what it 3, at preſent, they. would make 
| . country beautiful as the garden 'of - 
: Eden ; that! whether thoſe meafures took 
place or not, foch weight of reaſon and 
11. argument could be offered i m their favours, 
| as all the Orators.« on the adverſe fide ſhould 
not be able to overturn ;—theſe, and ſuch 
Jike aſſertions, ſmell ſo ſtrongly of RO. 
mance, that I 1 þ be fond to hear their 
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Farm. 1 catipet en Lande 


I and my neighbours have pero our- 


_ felves; at hours of leiſure, upon all theſe 
ſubjects; but a. reſolution. to publiſh, I 


could not ſo eaſily find; but as your ur Lord- 


ſhip offers to honour. me with your atten- 
I ſhall endeavour to explain them, ſo 


far 38 Lean; only, I iind myſelf ſomewhat, 


embarraſſed, how to uſe ſuch freedom and 
plainneſs as the nature of the buſineſs ne- 
ceſſarily requires; and, therefore, 1 would, 
with all due reverence and ſubmiſſion, beg 


your Lordſhip's approbation of the three 


following points, 28 ſo many prelimi 
articles, without which 1 dare not preſume 
. _ * ir Ferefya Pert nne mh "Fine 
; Nob. What. are they! 
| arm Will Jou be W Lord. 
vor to take offence,. at ſuch honeſt plain - 
treedom of ſpeech, as the patprs | 
of the buſineſs neceſſarily requires? 
Nob. I. will not 1 de 17 for 
neſt & and 8 


- we - Wi 


+ £:S, So 


an 


N Ficonld have no reaſon for tink, 5 
Farm. T have Hl one difficulty, my 
Lord, which,” if I could get over, 1 ſhould. 
eſteem! the cauſe half wofI, which is this, 
if your Lotdfſhip, with che chert noblemem 
and gentlemen of the nation, in commiſers 


ation to the diſtreſſed State; would malte 
no alteration or Advance in out Feds Hil 
the great boſineſs' was accompliſhed, or the 
ſaid thirty-five years were elapſed, axneedful 
to clear the debt, which would featce'be {6 
tedious,” as if the heritors%had given the 
tenants two nineteen years' fromthe pre- 
ſent date, 4 thing not altogether uncem- 
mon even in "theſe days, the weight, my 
Lord, of Two Hundred and Eighty” Mu- 
lions muſt be felt ſomewhere,” your Lord- 
Hip need: only feel it in the eerciſe of a 
Tittle patienck, büt che tenants muſt ſuſſer 
| feverely im their} atience; perforis; and pur- 
ſes —in their patience and perſons, by hard 
Kboar: abt induſtry; and, in their parſes. 
dy a yaſt and almoſt Anme urable expenee 
10 Lexi the Forefaid/ debt. I wilt ſup- 
pole 3 Sie £6 ps For! ut 8 
ating pound yaa yr your 1 
ſhip would agree to the thitd"preliminary 
arrict#/ ninth - to ſhare” the tenants £68 
the above mentioned time, I * inſure your 
* „ e 


thereafter, viz. eee uthe 
prefent. rent, and all -other-beritors.af ſum ; 
mi proportion to the entf of their: fort 4 
I daopes, tindlis, one thin moro than they | 
- draw. at at prefent, Which I Will. .demanRxate 
| to your 1 Lordſhip's entire ſatis faction e 
e ub: your ſyſtam/ of meaſufes h 
1 found ese dar. of ſuch ſalutary ei · 
feste as then ſerm to hold forth, namely,” 
to free the diſtreſſed ſtate from ſuch an 
cmhormous load of debt, to malze the whole 
| nation happy: in £6: many diſferent i reſpects, 
and, in the concluſion, to mae the fore 
tunes of the Nobility and Gentlemen of 
the nation ont third greater than they: ave 
at preſent, Ptbink I might juſtly deem 
| myſelf umuorthy :to;poſltfs/2: foot off land. 
{4 it I thopld/ refuſe my atquieſcence. But 
4 Proceed, as ſoomas pollible,/1d explain your | 
1 nn ene ie 1 l Ae 
Far. k return vou thanks, my :Losdz 
for this generbui : declaratiom of; or. Lend 
thip's mind, and flatten mpfetf;-/ that in 
ode hoe fir — ob berter days 


. e e of your Aerea Pe 
b e bc _cadwple, 2 
HN bi . 2045 2200 1 eng +. Aff 
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upon the whole acres, 


5 4 private \felici 
og wall Ba Pin ſad. 5 73087 7 
There are yet four different Fe 


ful to be mentioned as preparatory to the 


main buſineſs, either as needful to: ſet our 
after claims and expectations in 2 juſt light; 


or to demonſtrate the juſtice and equity 


of the ſame; after which I proc eed to:obey 
your Lordſhip's commands. 

The firſt. point concerns the common 
price of hind. ©; pl [54 0138754 14553641, 


The ſecond concerns che tents of land. 


The third concerns the Forman, time 
gives In farming of lands. F 

The fourth point concerns the differ- 
ence between the price of land and the 
expence needful to improve the ſame, 
eſpecially: ground lying in a natural ſtate. 
And, Hf, with regard to the price of 
land. Here F muſt obſerve to your: Lord- 
ſhip, . that I have ſo oft taken notice of 
the price of, land by the acre, the 
number of acres of each kind, namely, Hs 
field, / outfield, and barren ground; were 
advertifed upon an eſtate for ale, which 
eſtate when ſold, and the price known, 
and 2 diviſion made of the money 
according; to their 
row qualities, I found the * 8 * 


rally, L. 6:6: 8 e acre, che ovifiel 
L. 3, and the barren ground L. 1 82 
which I offer to prove at oY time to the 
entire conviction of all men. But | 
| will objed, that, thirty or 


that forty years purchaſe: was as c common 
then as twenty-five at preſent. To this 1 


chaſe were, Perbape, one third more at that 
time than the preſent, * the' rents at this 
time are double to what they were then; 
whick doth more than "'OYerbAlRcE' the 


weight of that objection. F 1 
Pd ſecond your: concerns the x nts' of 2 
lan Nn It! i | 


Here, my Lord; Tiwuſt obſerve, that the 
Britiſh Parliament have wiſely, and in great 
favour to the borrowing part of the Na. 
tion, interfered by law, to modify” the in 
tereſt of money, ir iting it to He per ten ids 
were greatly to be wiſhed. and Wen equal 
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orbitant rent. But what rule ſhall be 
laid down for this? 1. anſwer, the know- 
ledge; af the number of acres. of each kind 
of groi nd; together with the knowledge 
of. the. price of each. kind, is. 2 ſure rule 
whereupon to. found an equitable rent. 
Nab. But, what degree. of returns. on 
money wid out upon land might he cliectn- 
Fe. equitable,?. 19) 15 | 
Farm. Jo: this L apforety. Hive per co, 

is eſteemed ſuficient, for borrowed money, 

| ſeven - and an half for money laid out 
upon houſe· building, although hauſes 
are known to be a periſhing ſubject; 
but if;; beritars; would. ive their tenants 
| fulicient, encouragement with regard to 
time,, L would. not offer lefs . than. ſeven 
and an half. er cent. n. this further 
condition alſo, that they would for 
ſome; ;tinge: ſuffer, the two., ; 11 

gent. to he-apph & to 2 certain important 
purpoſe kereafter to be mentioned. The 
two and an half per cent. when added te 
| the five formerly 'paid, would: make the 
- infield; acre. nine thillings | and + Hxpence, 
the. outfield four ſhillings. aud. fixpence, 
and the barren: ground acre. two ſhillings 
pu: + een rents, at an average, u 


| petuity of the lands. The reaſon, my 


right oppreſſion unter 2 texfe 
years, when ſix pounds Scots may bea de- 


but a few crops! he can get ef it w 


Ss. 


| and he 3 ie; 25 ic thes A 
Ae ''he . 


apc in the interior {parts of his cum 7 
try, far from cities and towns, from rich 
manure, and incapable, through diſtance, 


of ſupplying the towns with peoductiens 
of à more lucrative nature than the com>. | 
mon ,produttions of country ferm. Tos, 
The third. point, my Lord. reſpetts the 
common” time given in 2 leaſe, which 5s 

nineteen; years, 1 muft again obſerve to 
your Lordſhip, that four pounds Scots each | 
acre upon a country farm may, be 'Yown- 
of nineteen 


liverance from that oppreſſion under a per- 


Lord, is evident One enters upon a Uf 
your Lordthip ; His prellevefſor, up on that 
farm, has left it in a ſtate of abtelere ruin, 

and he is 5 almoſt rftifed before he can Fiore, 


it to 20) toleridle degree of Fertility... It is 


*4 4 £1. 


tolerable con on, -until the farm, being 
apparetttly better, mother' -overbids Rim, 


is in bringing it 16 2 ryinous. ſtate, 
1 | What now, is the. conſequence ? "why. 5 
3 2 ruined farm and an envions nei h- 
18 to Py. 27 for his 
N Lord, ſo pernicio pernicions are ſhort leafes. to, all 
11 . that they ſeem calcul 
cdted on purpoſe. to ruin the maſter, the 
** | tenant, | and the ſoil, to diſcourage, 
4 aduſtry, yea, and to puniſh it, not only 
1 to wink at floth, but alſo to reward it; 
A both which points 1 ſhall prove by the fol. I; 
0 lowing. example: TY neighbours t: 


| F en im from a gentleman n | 
the neighbourhood ; | the farms are of equal | 

extent, equa in condition equal in rent, 
1 and they are £qual i in circumſtances. © The 
c is a-perſon of great induſiry; ſo that, 


0 


by great diligence, and a vaſt expence, in 
nine or ten years, his farm js the admira- 
108 of the whole country. On the other 
hand, his neighbour is { fluggiſh, his farm is 
2 alt. Regen! 

"bis | vie fat baten 


Freren 


* 


nothing * the other ; ſome nn; 5 
pounds are expended by the induſtrious 
man, th half of which he will never draw. 


in; be cannot afford to continue on the 
advanced rent, and he fuffers by his re- 


moval. Thus is be puniſhed in propor- 
tion to his induſtry, as he muſt remove, whilſt. 


the fluggard is rewarded with the peaceab'e 
poſſeſſion of his farm. Their maſter, mean- 


time; counts upon his advanced rents, frames 
his living accordingly 3 but his new tenants- 
have promiſed what ſhall never be paid, and 
he becomes as unable to hold his fortune as 


they are to hold their farms. 


The fourth and laſt point I ſhall te 7 
| your Lordſhip with is, the difference be- 
tween the price of land and the expence 
required to improve it. Your Lordibhip 


will remember, that I offered to prove, 
that the general prices of the ſeveral kinds 
of ground commonly. 


IL. 3 for outfield, and L. 1: 6: 8 Sterling 
for barren. ground. I ſhall ſpeak firſt con- 
cerning the barren ground, becauſe it is 
moſt ruinous to the tenants; when taken 


upon improper terms. Six r e | 


will ſearee improve it. 
_— 1 appeal, therefore, to your Lord- 
. B | ip 


deſcribed in farms 
are, L. 6: 6: 8, each acre, for infield, 
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Hips 8 judgement; What abe juſtice, 
or equity is in this, that an heritor ſhould 
purchaſe barren ground at the above men- 
tioned price, and hold it forever; and the 
tenant lay out ſix times its price on its im- 
provement, and poſſeſs it but 19 years. 
Ny Lord, if ever there was need to apply 
that Divine Precept of the Lord of Lords 
to any tranſaction in human affairs, there 
is need of it here. All things whatſo- 
ever ye would that men ſhould: do un- 
„ to you, do ye even ſo unto them: for 
9 this is the Law and the Prophets.“ 

Il! proceed now, my Lord, as my poor 
abilities will permit, to explain the beſt 
| ſyſtem of meaſures I can think of, as need- 
ful to pap the falutary cheap before 
mentioned. 

England is deſcribed by e to be 300 
ann in length, and 3oo in breadth, which, 
multiplying the breadth by 1 length, 
contains 90,000 ſquare mules. = 

Scotland is deſcribed to be 300 miles 1 in 
ary and 150 1n breadth, n contains 
1 ſquare miles. 8 . | 

The whole ifland containing 13 5000 
ſquare miles. From which 10, ooo ſquare: 
miles will fall to be ſubtracted as abſolute- 
1 incapable of cultivation on account of 


ro my 


/ wo 2 2 15 2 
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rocky and inacceſſable mountains, aſſes, 
woods, rivers, roads, cities. towns, and 


villages. There remains then 12 5, oo 


ſquare miles of land eulen. and capa- 


ble of cultivation. 
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A ſquare mile is ſaid to be 177 30 yards 


every way, which is upwards of 531 acres, 
_ ednſequently, the 125,000, ſquare miles 
above mentioned contains upwards of 


66, 375. Oo acres, cultivated, and capable 
of cultivation. To encourage farmers to 
come under the burdens after mentioned, 


we will ſuppoſe them to obtain ted de 
leaſes. of the lands; and, becauſe of. ſome 


differing circumſtances, not alike. applicable 


to England and Scotland, we ſhall ſpeak 


concerning each of the Kingdoms ſeparate- 


ly. And j7/}, with regard to Scotland, as 
containing 45,000 ſquare miles, we ſtrike: 
out 5, ooo as its proportion of ground that 
is incapable of cultivation- We admit 


Scotland to contain 20, ooo ſquare, miles. 


under the deſcription of inſield, 10, 0 


ſquare miles of outfield, and 10,000 ſquare 
miles of barren. renn but n oh; 
cultivation. 

And conſidering thy, bigh: rents 'of the 
lands in” Scotland, we will ſuppoſe at an 


average that they reach nearly to 5 ger cent, a 


By” 
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on a the purchaſe money, (for we ſpeak not 
at preſent concerning the rich and fertile 
fields in the environs of populous towns 
aud (cities, which, notwithſtanding their 
advantageous fituation, have riſen beyond 
all due bounds,) yet let the whole infield 
lands in Scotland admit 2 1-half per cent. 
more of rent, which is 3s. 2d. Sterling on 
its purchaſe money, being L. 6: 6: 4 each 
.acre, the 2 1-half per cent. would be for 
ſome time called a taxation. 
Let the whole outfield lands admit 06. 
each acre above its preſent rent, which al- 
ſo is 2 1-balf per cent. on its purchaſe mo- 
ney, (being L. 3 Sterling); let the barren 
grounds alfo, which never paid any thing. 
after Farmers have been in poſſeſſion for 
ſeven years without rent, pay thereafter 
7 1chalf per cent. on the purchaſe money, 
which purchaſe money is L. 1: 6: 8 Ster- 
ling, and of this 7 1-half per cem. we muſt 
pronounce 2 1-half for ſome time a taxa- 
tion. And becauſe I am a ſtranger to the 
Nate of agriculture in England, as alſo to 
the general \prices of their lands, or rents 
of the ſame, which, conſidering 'the far 
greater fertility. and richneſs of the ſoil, 
may, in price and rents both, be double to 


s n of ours, we will leave the heritors 
| ' {a | 
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as their better judgement | {hall dire& them; 
and therefore; i in our ſyſtem, ſhall on ly 5 
venture to put their ſuperior ſoil on the 
fame footing with our beſt lands in Scot- 
land, namely, over the whole kingdom of 
England tod admit 3 8. 2 d. each acre 
above their preſent rents, for fometime al- 
Jo to be called a taxation; only, we * 


cy » 


5 and tenants. of that kingdom, to riſe or 
fall, on theſe heads, as they ſhall judge 


proper, and to pronounce what proportion 
of advance in rent they are fit to endure,. 


clude from our meaſure and reckoning in 


England, 5,000 ſquare miles, as their pro- 
portion of land that is incapable of culti- 


vation. The whole of England, and one 


half of Scotland, is conſidered as infield,. 
in our ſyſtem. upon an equal level, incur- 
ring. the foreſaid tax of: 38. 2 d. each acre. 


One fourth part of Scotland is conſidered: 


as outfield, and incurs a tax of 18. 6d. 
Sterling each acre, and one fourth is con- 


ſidered as barren ground, and incurs 8 d. 


each acre of tax, which is its 2 4: half per 
cent.; the other, 15. 4d. being its preſent: 


rent to the heritor. The whole infield 


lands of England and Scotland is 1105000: 


- 


ſquare. miles, Or 5 $47 5 5,000 acres. The p | 
whole outhield lands of Scotland is 10, 
| B 3. 2 rr 


0 


(us. 
ſquare miles, or $5,310,000 acres; and the 
whole barren lands of Scotland, that is ca- 
pable of cultivation, i is 10,000 ſquare miles, | 
or 5,310,000 acres- The 2 1-half per cent. 
on each acre, over the whole of the three 
ſeveral qualities above mentioned, exceeds 
L. 9,400,000 Sterling. But as no man 
can define, within an entire trifle, what 
the real meaſure of the ifland is, on ac- 
count of the inequality of its breadth, ſo 
neither can any define the preciſe quantity 
or number of acres that are in each of the 
three ſeveral qualities before mentioned, 
without being liable at leaſt to ſome ſmall 
errors; muſt therefore ' conclude, as our 
ſyſtem undertakes only for L. 8, 000000, 
that a ſurplus of L. 1400,050 Sterling will- 
fill up the void of a few errors. If then 
the 2 and 1-half per cent. over the whole 
iſland, which we at preſent call a tax, but 
afterwards a part of the heritors rent, is 
devoted to the ſole purpoſe of paying the 
national debt, its full amount upon the 
two Kingdoms being at leaſt L. 8 600000 
Sterling yearly, would, by agriculture 
alone, pay, off the laſt ſhilling of the ſail 
debt in 35 years, provided that the inte- 
reſt were continued to be paid by the ſame 
means it is at "ny But as the conn- 


x 19 * 
wy is ſo depopulated by oppreſſion; and 
emigrations, that theſe meaſures could not 
fo ſuddenly be completed, alfo, that the 
barren lands the firſt ſeven years could af. 
ford to pay nothing, therefore it would 
be needful to make an allowance of two 
or three years to the 35 above mentioned, 
to atone for wo two forementioned ys 
Tots. | 
| Again, to mals che barren lands: zo of 
proportionally with. the: cultivated lands, 
| it is abſolutely. neceſſary, in meaſuring all 
:e ſtates, to examine ſtrictly what proportion 
8H the barren lands bore-to thoſe under cul- 
tivation, and cauſe every tenant take a 
Proportionable ſhare of each. For exam- 
ple, where one third part of any. eſtate is 
barren, and two thirds under cultivation, 
let: the tenants, upon this new footing, 
take 10 acres of barren land for: every 20 
acres they-get of the cultivated lands. The 
barren lands ought to be divided and di- 
ſtinguiſhed into two different kinds; the 
ſtonny and | marſliy -ought: not to exceed 
5 per ceni. on the purchafe money, which 
is 18. 4d. and the better ſort 10 per cent. 
being 2 8. 8d. Special care ſhould: be 
taken to accommodate all ranks of men, 
the does as well- as the: rich; according to 
their | 
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their ſeyeral abilities and inclinations 3, the 


tradeſman or cottager that may call for a2, 


4. or 6 acres, as well as the wealthy far - 
mer that may aſk 100. At ſame time, 


all diſtinction of infield and outfield ought 
to be aboliſhed ; and none ought: to oh- 


ftain a greater quantity af ground than 
they are able, or may be enabled i in a fr.. 
, years to put into the higheſt ſtate of eul- 


tivation. To ſuffer the rich, notwith- 
ſtanding their ability, to engroſs exten 
ſive farms, hinders population; ans nee . 
to oppreſſion. 4 125 


Again — the wealthy 404. opu- 


3 [home .traders, an populous towns and cities, 
whoſe trade and circumſtances lift them 

_ above the diſtreſſes we complain. of,) all 
elſe of lower rank, eſpecially the poorer 

- Fort of tradeſmen and labourers, ought to 
dip a little in farming, to ſupply the de- 


fects of trade and ſcarcity of work; and 
notwithſtanding a little farming, even cot- 


tagers ought to have ſome calling or trade, 
to follow the ſame ſo far as to help 
them to make A little money, to enable 
them to keep the produce of their little 
farms entirely for their own families uſe, 
by making up their rent upon a little 
8 trade. The ts of thein little farms 


5 would 


Gm) 


would render them leſs dependent MES? 
their trades, not having many things to 
buy; and, by a little trading, they will 
de leſs damaged in their circumſtances in 
bad years when crops are defective. Apain, | 
by a wiſe and prudent diſtribution of their 
time, between their farms and their trades, 
fitting ſome proper portion of time at the 
one, and exerciſing "themſelves in their 
fields in proper times at the other, they 
would find very conſiderable advantage in 
Point of health. Thus mnch with regard | 
to the means of: clearing 'the national debt, 
Quan object of ſuch amazing importance 
to this country as might render it oy 
worth the attention of thoſe in power to 
Permit ſome ſuch :meaſures as thoſe to go 
into execution. But, without a perpe- 
tual leaſe, the 8 muſt utterly fin 
under the weight of ſuch an enormous 
load. There is no internal ſtrength in this 
country to effect this great buſineſs by any. 
other means. If all the lands in Great 
Britain were ſold for this purpoſe, it were 
hardly competent for this great end; but 
which, if it were. .accompliſhed by the 
meaſures we ſo ardently wiſn, all the ſur- 


plus of rents upon the land, called a taxe- . 
tion, ſhould return as additional rent into 


| ( 22 *) 
the heritors pockets for ever; which ad- 
_ ditional rent of 2 1-half- per cent. on the 
cultivated lands, together with the 7 1-half 
per cent. on the barren lands, would make 
the fortunes of the nobility and gentlemen 
of the nation 1· third * than eſs are 
at preſet. - 


On the Proviezon of the Anaee and Navy : 
1 of” GALE BRITAIN» , 


TOULD it not be matter of ! finite 
regret, if the Miſtreſs of the deep, 

this beauteous iſland, ſhould loſe her ſupe- 
riority, or fink in the eſteem of ſurraund- 
ing nations; to prevent which I would ex 
ceedingly rejoice. to ſee her able to uphold 
ſuch a force in time of peace as would 
keep her enemies in awe, and make them 
tremble to rouſe her juſt indignation ; an 
habitual readineſs and preparation for war 
is one ſpecial means (under God) to pre- 
ſerve peace; for this purpoſe, my Lord, 
T would humbly beg leave to offer 
my thoughts upon a plan for. raiſing 
'L. 1,800,000: Sterling, for the important 
purpoſe of penſioning in time of peace, the 
whole of the Britiſh. army and ſeamen of 
the navy, to the number of 200,000 men, 
| e 


tay) 


at L. 9 Sterling yearly eich: man- „ Ale | 
again we muſt apply to agriculture, and 
and lay a tax of 7 d. each acre upon eve- 
ry farm over the whole iſland, which upon 
the 66,37 5, ooo acres, is fully competent 
for the above purpoſe. But this would 
ſuppoſe the whole iſland ſet off in perpe- 
tual leaſes, which is. ſcarcely to be ſup- 
Poſed all of ſudden; yet I doubt net but 
in one or two years, two thirds of the 
whole iſland might be over-run by this 
new tranſaction, the encouraging nature 
of the terms, having the national faith in 
pledge, that they ſhould never be burden- 
ed with a ſhilling more, never be removed 
more, nor their children to lateſt ages 
- while they took care to pay their rents; if 
then but 1, ooo, ooo was raiſed the firſt or 
ſecond year to penſion the army, let the 


filling up of the army, upon this new foot - 


ing keep even pace, and increaſe with the 
increaſing fund for the important purpoſe | 
of their ſupport ; but I would never in- 
termit the increaſe of the army and- ſea- 
men for the navy, till they arrived to the 
number of 200,000;effettive men. F 5 
All young men who had thoughts 4 . 
the army, ſhould alſo have ſome other ho- 
welt occupation, to alt their penſion and 
| enable. 


WH 0 


numbers than a ſerjeant's command, once 
a quarter in companies of an hundred, and 


once a year 2 general muſter oy the whole 
troops of a count a 
Again, for the more Aal bsembie ibn (- 
port of the army in time of peace, each of 
tte ſoldiers ought to have à ſmalt portion 
of land upon the ſame terms as other men. 


to produce them ſome of the pri 


ceſſaries of life, ſo. that what with 2 Aue 
farming to occupy ſome part of the day, 


and-a little exerciſe at ſome honeſt trade 


or calling, the reſt of the day, together 
with their yearly penſion, a ſoldier might v 
live very handſomely; and nothing being 
ſeen in them, but à decent, comely, and 
regular deportment, this would endear 


"> er * all men; and give che riſing youth, 
n 


enable them te live. more. hindforeely i in 
time of peace, as alſo to keep them from 
worſe-employment ; likewiſe thoſe intend- 
ald for the navy might fail in trading veſ- 
 ſels, but under ſuch needful reſtrictions as 
government might appoint. Thoſe intrnd- 
ed for the army in time of peace, might 
loſe little more time from their fecular af 
firs, than one hour in the day for learn. 
ing their exerciſe, which might (perhaps) 
be at their on doors, when in no greater 


_ 0 


* 


Cas). 


; and their — too, more honourable 
thoughts of the army, and take off that 


odium under which that honourable. body 
have too long lain under in this country. 


Again, the officers of the army, being 


gentlemons ſons, we would hope, that if 


the farmers penſion the private men, theſe 


gentlemen will find, a way to penſion their | 


ſons. In ancient times the , ſoldiers. pro- 


feſſion was eſteemed very honourable, and 


the profeſlion itſelf confidered is e 


honourable. vet; but they have brangbt 


themſel ves. into ſuch diſgrace by their”: 1 


of ſober and decent character rejects the 
thoughts of the army with ſhame and ab- 


horrence; and few affect the army now 
a-days but thoſe, who too. much incline, A 
looſe and diflolute life. it is no, doubt. 


the duty of all parents to train- up, their 


children in the principles and practice ol N Dy 
piety and virtue, and to inſtruct them con- Pl 
tage they ſhall 


cerning the infinite ,advan 
ind in chooſing the Lord for their refuge 


in all ſtates, _ conditions, but none more 


ſo than thoſe who may intend the arm 
or navy; their officers ought; to be leading 


examples of all Pty. and, Birne to be. 


dalous and diſſolute living, that a youth. : 
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0 religion and ee 


v — er Weir r mintary — ; 40 
bd fines upon the de The Nen 
zng, drinking, Sabbath breaking, neglect 
of ide ſervice, and every other inmor- 
al practice; to recommend prayer, reading 
their bibles, daily. and duly rewarding and 

encouraging the moſt religious and virtu- 

Hus of the SR ſoldiers with ſtall ad- 
- waricements and indeed, in every well . 
verned Nats, we muſt acknowledge, that 
merit. or relirion and virtue, ought te be 

the file foundation of promotion to every 
1 rank and place ef power, honont or truſt. 
|] whether civil or military; whether in 


Church or "ſtate, 48 cho Hige are moſt 


j - Haithful to God; will always be moſt faith- 
{ Kill to their King and Country. The moſt 
0 | honourable officer in dur army would e- 
N feem it no ſmall honour, to have an au- 


Adience of his Prince When be pleaſed, and 
7 - to have free admiſfon into the Royal pre- 
\ i Fence by night or by day, and preſent his 
| petitions ; ; and will he be aſhamed of ſuch 


„ bk the Prince of the Tings of che 
3 Won {i never — OY" ſoon 


* 
A 
( 

4 
10 
i 5 


1 


1 


intimacy with his God? Will he almoſt g 
adore his earti ty. Prince, and be aſhamed | 
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nong the gentlemen of the ſword: What 
are all the Pri ines of Europe bus ee 
the glittering duſt of his feet? An army 
fo diſciplined, when going out to war, 
might, with good ground. of hope, expect 
the God of armies to go forth with them 
and to cover their heads in the day o 'bat= 
tle. | GENTLEMEN of the Sword, may L 
be permitted to mention the juſt founda- 
tion of- all tru valour. and bravery. Ob 
ſerve (if yeu pleaſe) the language and. ſpi> 
Tit, the well grounded e e of the 
way noble and illyftrious youth David, 
| in che following words): when 
advancing 40 the proud ch 1 of cho 
Philiſtenes : · Thou comeſt to me  (fays he) 
with a ſword and with: a ſpear, and with 
„ ſhield; but 1 come to thee is the 
« name of the Lord of 0e. he mg 
of the armies of Iſrael, 
us; this day defied ; this * wil the L 0 
deliver + thee into my hand, and I will 
82 * ſite thee, and take: as pow 


« "Cons ot; ado tins an 06 vid d. | eat 
1 el. the fold, dit al} the | earth..m : 


e the Lord ſaveth not with; ſword and 


6 ſpear, for the battle is the Lord's, and 
he will give you into our hands. 
How worthy alſo of notice by the offi- 
bers of dur army is the ed of God, 
given to the noble Generaliſſimo of the 
Jewiſh army. This book of the law 
** (fays he) ſhall not depart out of thy 
% mouth; but thou ſhalt meditate there 
in day and night, that thon mayeſt ob- 
<'' ſerve to do according to all that is 
e written therein; for then ſhalt 3 
„% make thy way proſperous, and then 
„ ſhalt thou have good ſucceſs.— Have 


% not I commanded thee; be ſtrong and 


of a good courage; be not afraid, neis 
2 ther be thou diſmayed, for the Lord 
% thy God is with thee. whoever 
« ” FROM goeſt,”” 1208 

"A gain, the alk iow of this 
at commander, and his declaration to 
he ſoldiers, is worthy of moſt particular 
notice. And if it ſeem evil unto you 
* (faith he) to ſerve the Lord, then chuſe 


Ks vou this day whom yon will ſerve; eau 


4 as for me and my houſe we will fory 
* tke Lord.“ All the affected travery” 


and ſeemin sor of the; gentlemen of 
A ä pads . well laid founda- 


ton, 


n % 9 


n 


a 


o 
I "og: ; re, nr * 


i Donn enantics4 v ten apr | 
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that, e bn Gadbandiagals and want of 
chought. Anil dying for their remit cf 
the bed of honour (falſely ſe called); is 
Ling im the. moſt forlorn and rh nt 
| ble, if, they fall under the 
(word: of an avengin God for ſin ; where 
as, if they are in a ſtate. of eee 
triendſhip wirh him. and cheir fortune be 
to fall in war, as the good ling Joſiah; 
vet, dying in peace with God, their Arte 
is ſafe. And if, under a due and 
tal reganch to the, will. % pan. Almighty 
ald in dhe rehzious iphnes of. ur 
fleets and armies, and a fuitable adherence- 
_to- Sur amepuim other reſpects as nem, 


any 


te cas war At 


when. we pleaſe, namely, | 


army and 4 4 | power; ry Kings,. 
IX. 1 < Therefore; thus ſaith: the Lord., 
erning tho-King'ofr Aﬀyria, be Ralf | 


« - nor come into. this Wont: vor thaot; an 


Cw) 


* ſhield; nos cut in bank agulnſt it by? 
„the way that he game; bythe! amb 
ſhall he returh, and fhall-nbticome'inta. 
n city,” ſaith the Lord. For E with 
defend this city, / tofaveuts*s for 

_ © own fake, and for my ſervant} David's 
a8 : Glee! ttt „ e $46 "fd a+ 4; 98 
„nd it eame to paſb thut night} that 
che angel of the Lords went” ont and 
ſmote in the camp of the Afyrians am 
hundred and eighty- ve thoufand.men 5 
* fand when they aroſt ealy in. a, gr 
2 5g, bebe cher wr alk dead corp- 
as fog,” Nin 0 1 * . +5 Br 16. 22 25 


of ber — 1 tg Vanotss 
ral, uneonſtittonal practice of 1 
mould for ere, 1. an F 
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no becomes ſo _general. and 
1; as: to be almoſt l 
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A focond rea on, Are Leer enk 
the pry ont ſtate of e dae at 105 
wich un in- the north parts of Scotland, 
the foil: to a proper degree of = 
tility, muſt coſt the tenants 2 great ad 
more to improve than it' coſt the heritors- 
to purchaſe the ſame. Your:Lordſhip muſt 
be ſenſihle, that no heritor can in —— 
expect the tenant to improve the ſoil, but 
for their own, behoof and advantage obly ; 
they found! it. But if the heritors would © 
have their tenants: firſt to put the foil an 
then erde dee o mad 


0 ablo, that few | e are ſo fond of im- 
proving lands they have bought as of buy- 
Eee a ent reaſon pft 
A men, pahely, chat che buying of ſome 
Iands is often sound but a trifle in reſpecb 
7 xFovernent ; but the great hard - 
tip 3 in nn tenants to ime 
5 2 * ee e pay teaſe, and 
| from abe tenant us the heritors — | 
TEE of ſuch. a claim 1 


7. 


— —— — 
eee, eee ee, 
inter 22 


a+ the » end of the 3 p 


a6" engines: pe. af ee 
Lordi infiſts upon an hundred pieces of 
gold, for this flender and fallaciens-reaſon, 
that it was upon your money be made its 
but che "ſentence of 21 impartial Judge 
may convinee yen of your ertor, and chat 
e te owed you nothing but legal 5 4 tereſt 
during the time, and the fame; vülue in 
ſtock returned which be at firſt received. 
The fame ſuntence which holds forth the 
juſtice 6f your Lovdſhip's claim of geld 
_ inſtead of fer; by'parity* of reaſoln, pro- 
nounces it equally unjuſt, t5:demand' back 
: 1 kertite ſoit hene hartem only war given. | 
- The gd reaſon, my Lord, for'a'p iF 
: teaſe, is drawwfrom the example ti chꝝ di vine 
decon by in „ Jews. 
"Pegs wan che ae Majeſty of 


60386 


power of oppreſſing fell into their hands; . 
that when bad ceconomy or misfortune 
had mortgaged an inheritance, he would 
not allow ſuch inheritance to be fold off 


for ever; ſo that, to prevent ſuch ſale of 


. 


perpetuity, and the oppreſſivs and ruinous 
conſequences that muſt attend that family; 
he appointed every 50 years a year of Ju- 
| bilee, which year, when it did, arrive, 
every, mortgaged inheritance returned back ä 
to the farmer poſſeſſor, ſo that the cr 
ter had no further ſpace to avail himſelf 
of upon the inheritance fo mortgaged, but 
till the. year of jubilee did arrive; and no 
doubt it was Ms creditor's buſineſs to ad- 
vance no further in behalf of the debtor = 
than the inheritance was able to replace 
from the time of ſuch advancements mn 
the year of the jubilee. eee e t 
Nob. But ſhall we never more Wan at 
ia our power to make any further advan- 
tage of our lands, which ne be the 
event of 4 perpetual leaſe? 5 55 
Farm. My Lord. rather 47. halt 4 
never more have it in your power to op- 
preſs or grind the ces of the poor. Tou 
Aue and taken notice, my Lord, that 
ble to pay ſo good a rent un- 
dera ſhort Teaſe as under à per | 
: 8 5 


tninds/ dee 


Atogecher as let . out of our 


felt, you rece 


4 


without accompliſhing his own - ruing . 
maging the ſoil, and, by a conſtant ſuc- 


ceffion of tenants, wait 8 eo each debe 


Nb. we mighe wil en our 1 


by a perpetual leaſe ? FI 7 
©, Farm. Far from it, my e l you 
ve no more rent; but, in 
 this'caſe, you receive a greater rent than 
can be given upon any other footing. 
Even upon your 'own' plan, you have 
your lands no. longer i in your power than 
a few hours every nineteen years, and after 
two or three occurrences of this ſort, per- 
haps your Lordſhip dies, and muſt leave 
them-to another.” "Rog were it not bet- 
ter, my Lord, to ſet your lands upon ſuch 
terms, as to have the bigh approbation of 
heaven, the love and eſteem of all men, 


upon terms that would greatly increaſe \ 
your fortune, without oppreſſion, and ſuf- 


ſer your tenants to live happy under you, 


wb. ue how” avoid ! 
Ning the Hutionat! debt bh on in the | 

event of 4 war? 
Farm. My Lord, if Britain were dog! 
D . ved 


aud leave i in better condition to N 7 
your manner oe” 


payments vn ; but then your, 
| Lordſhip would foot few the unſpeakable: 
|S of theſe new funds, ac the 


Yr tr Goch! to give our deere. wan 
Work N the 3 117155 - *: . 85 5 1 % 2 4 27 7 \ 


| not an i oo, ooo men | 
| this Thi, army and ales both, under pen- 
1 h be: eftcemed. art in en, f. Y 


2 mip in ee upon event acconuts. * 
In the rſt \place, an 1o@p00 men is 2 
7 | Candies nownys adeg 

the Britiſh empire; 


LI ge a. dogging 
cattle 40 uhe Vutcher;. while: 


e as 5 is, is able to. 500 


4 


than twice the number. The 1 
Laa farmers 1 1 ſuitably Nerd 


the want of 2 formidable 
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bliſhment, our 1 will be r 
ly on the watch for ſome pretended rea- 
10n to break with us; ſo that we ſhall 
be for ever daubling in war, when net 
only the intended penſion ſpoken of will 
be engroſſed. but likewiſe all the millions 
provided for. the yearly. reduction of the 
debt muſt wholly | be devoted to feed the 
war; whereas, by a firm and reſolute de- 
termination to uphold a powerful army 
by penſion, even in the moſt profound 
peace, our peace ſhall find fewer interrup- 
tions, and the readier we are ſor war, 
-we ſhall have the fewer provocations to 
engage in it; ſo that the, ſureſt way to 
haſten the concluſion of the debt, is to 
take the beſt Sn to ſecure a lating 


cre OT: 
' Neb. How | 4s: you inſlruck, 1 any 


part of your ſyſtem contains a remedy in 


ſome meaſure to prevent a vaſt, many of 
thoſe robberies which nen ſo much in 
chis country. 4 e 

Farm. My Lord, it is always obſerved, 
that, 'at the concluſion of a war, when the 
army and navy are diſbanded, that robbe- 


ries. become moſt. frequent. Many: of theſe 


4 a 4 5 e 8 1 APY in” their = 
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ouch, without a 14, „ 


„ . 


tion, 3 — principle. Many of 
their - officers, | Who, ought. to be equally. 
attentive to their morals, as their military, | 
diſcipline 10 ſuppreſs ſwearing, drinking. 3 
Sabbathrbreaking; Sc. are frequently rings 
leaders in all theſe abominations; ſo that,, 
after being long habituated in a looſe and 
diſſolute life, and at laſt diſbanded, they |, 
return home, where, having neither trade 0 
nor penſion nor any means of ſubſiſtence 
to feechtheir bodies, and far leſs to feed 1 
their vices-;- and their poor, impoveriſhed, 
oppreſſed country, not being able to give 

the half of them werk, toe many e 
conſtrained; into the bighways for robbery,. 

and; ingloriooſly; fatiſh their; days on an- 
ignominious tree ;: whereas, if, none were 
appointed their officers but, perſons of cha- 
racter and! principle, wþo-were equally; at- 

_ tentive, to: their xeligious inſtruction as their 
military diſciphge, and, when diſcharged 
from war,, had their penſon 6 
_ oder 1 wer wn 
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=. glect of the amg. we! - h 0 many e 
= their bodies, - by the neglect, CLIT +4 
ve ruin many of ehete-dools.' >: 5 76%. 
«Antler grand ſource of robherirs * 
oceafianed by the preſent; opprefiive: Spire. 
af the times. Many of the farmer o 
- this country are ſo exceedingly; harraſfe 
5 5 3 by each other, and toſſed from place 4 
© Place, that chgüffnds of them; with 5 
famllies, are toſſed dur of doors," and my 
betake themſetves to what tradd e 
pleaſe. Such of them as are yet mand 
- eonfidering' the low and! Fuined Hate | 
the ſail; can ſeldem fell the neceſlarſes -of = 
life on fuck! terms u F bee den 


'and Habourers are able! to \ wht 2 
inftanee the caſe of la bo, A. 
though they had econſtant be jen ata — 


in the nerth country, gain above 8 d. a-dayi 
i 0 Sp age the 2 ge a” 
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but meat at ad Gatetd ee lth 
find eloaths?/ Where ſhall he find: dre % 
. thele naked” thivering- benden to 


wich 2 dee vu 

5 a they: „ 10 3 
tb aud Lal; their Fre z. and, fia 
| un bull ane them 
for another rorld- ther 
have moſt: endref the ind 
or, alk livingi?:.; New my bord, if 
1 50 their \fitiuation : when! beÞcemplay- 
MS muſt i be when there in ao 
Work, andi in the more! rigid feaſbnyaf — | 
tho year, ben Work ceaſes}. Wörge ale 
wanting to apneſa it, Thovſands ne 
Penn 8 doubt, to ſolicit he ,j, 

Rand of- Chr 4 z and theit- littia s oh I 3 
trudgitiy about, from|-door;/to':deowmrin ©} 
wind and minen ſtorm ant): tame 
queſt af tha precarions monfel. OR 
che innocent erayings. of: nature : But 
neiher weill this da Many vam | 
ick hawe as much nead an. vhenifabene. 
| What aha de done nom. Patinner am-- 1 a 
pires. The edarſe tie af humen laws cab 
no, longer bind tlie wahappy» find Y 
| ae r ehen oppreflions yur, N 
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from this country, could have poſſeſſed 
Aands upon this footing, they would never 
have encountered the expence of paſſago, 
nor danger of the ſeas; for e eee 


ne of ee cities and towns) 


Nat. the reateſt number of the people, 


Alves, the Fuge would-certainly. be far 
leſs upon the market. It is likewiſe ei- 
dent to; your. Lordſhip, that theſe mear 


"ah 


EE 


N, I dare * ur meaſures would 
pve v Trationg” in time to : 


1 7 1H FH 5 15+. . 594 Dy 1K. 543 


e ves, lershfh ed be ſong 


undreds, yea, 
. ee Tbeufhadt that} have ſemigeanh 


Aiving in America. Like wiſe, it is enſy to 
deduce by juſt and neeeffary conſequ 


chat the minds of the people being ſet br 
eaſe and reſt, and freed from the oppres- 
ſive meaſures under which" they have ſo. 
long grouted; nothing could prove a more 


ſovereign antidote againſt a ſpirit of rebel- 
lion; "neither could: any meaſures contri- 


bute more powerfully" towards keeping the 


neceflaries of Kent moderation; for as 
xcepting the 
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occupying a ſmall field of his own, leſs or 


of life within then. 


0 muſt have a e effect, toward 


* beautifying 
o b N — , L 4 8 * 
. 1 . 


beautifying the. :0untry 
_ footing, every one would endea 
outſtrip his neighbour, not only i in ferti - 


liziog the ſoil, but alſo in adorning their- 


fields with whatever could embelliſh- or 
beautify the ſame, ſuch az incloſures of 
earth or ſtone, h 
that poor deſolated Scotland, (in reſp 
of what it is at n ee ice 
5 the garden of Eden. 

' Nob.: I: am per 


28 a perpetual leaſG. 186 
Farm. Moſt true, my 1 wh is. not 
eaſy. to conceive what. difficulties the- ſpivit 


of man would not encounter in the im- | 
provement of the ſoil, if, under the inſlu- 
ence of ſuch encouragement; and yet its 


but reaſon, that what he cannot live to 
enjoy himſelf, of the fruits of ext 


nary induſtry and expence, he might haye 


the chearing proſpect, that,. his g. 


will enjoy it after him. It is certainly abe 


duty of all men, not only to have reſpect 
to the comfort and well- being of them- 
ſelves and families i in their own time, 1 
on to > uſe. tear, beſt 2 


„rows of trees; o 


. 3 * ya — | 
hw could. give ſuch ample and abun- 
dant encouragement to e rindefey 5 
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| dest ber V gehe wor Lorem 
can ſee, ag well s others, che enereaſing 
"degeneracy of the manners of the times; 
| te prüvrent the evil eonſequences of which, 
Tect Wen re arc dune now, which 
| Ap. better: mY young. 


ers a8 yot me Worin; e of 
theſe unneighbourly oppreſſing m. | 
vying che preſent felicity of t their neigh- | 
Hours, ron "to Ge Young: and | bee N 
n hill his unexp-rience 2 bo . 

ao a rele - by "which to form 2 judge- 5 
oft value of bis lands, but 
-the offers of e ene che n rortals; the na- 
tive conſequences! that unavoidabiy follow 
4; that both predeeeffor and fuceeſſor in 
'theſe farms are involved in one general 
-yuin, their farms run out, and their ma- 
Rers - greatly hurt; yet, we never deem 
theſe ruinous meaſures juſily chargeable” _ 
SO” ber pl] they" ſee it in its 

2 and refuſe a remedy. It is 

te Fee 3 your Lor:!ſhip, and to a 

"others, ' that Wert N LE ' the {50 ur 
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chlions eadleſs, puts an untimely end to 
their exiſtence. Hence it is not impoſſible 
but an oppreſſing farmer, as member of 2 
jury, may bring in his verdict guilty, 
| upon thoſe unhappy creatures, whoſe 
crimes they were principally acceſſory to 
by the ruin of their families. And al. 
though we dare not ſay that every act of 
robbery, theft, &c. is the reſult of op- 
preſſion, poverty, and ruined circumſtan- 
ces, but ſometimes are the effects of evil 
. inclinations within, without any external 
temptation; yet I am afraid, my Lord, 
were a cloſe wats to be made into che 
originating cauſes of the moſt that we 
ſhould find, that the poſterity of ede. 
men, ruined by 'oppreflion, of farmers by 
ſhort leaſes and bad neighbours, labouring 
people without work, diſbanded ſailors and 
ſoldiers without penſions, would make up 
the main body of | theſe unhappy. people, 
who, by the oppreſſive ſpirit of the times, 
are puſhed ; in ſuch numbers to an untime- 
ly end.. And now, my Lord, were it 
poflible, u upon a due inquiry, to trace the | 
_ footſteps of theſe diſmal effects up to their 
proper cauſes, and find them to have pro- 
ceeded as above deſcribed, your Lordſhip 
* Na ä that it is an affair 


4 $ 


. 203 
of the firſt moment to 3 a W 


and that an effectual remedy being under- 
derſtood, but not applied. for preventing 


. ſo much miſery and deſolation in a State, 1 
ſe 1 leave it with your Lordſhip to deter- 1 
0 mine, what muſt one day follow, if thole | 
l. who have it in the power of their hand AF 
4 to apply the ax to the root of ſo many „ 1 


evils, ſhall yet notwithſtanding W che 
ae 
Nob. I marvel not ſo much at the de- 
fire of a perpetual leaſe, which would no 
doubt be productive of much good, and 
preventive of much evil, as I marvel at 
your bringing the atio debt into the 
queſtion; and by that means keeping back, 
for the ſpace of 35 years, thoſe benefits 
which alene could induce the heritors We 
grant a perpetual leaſe, ec Sit rho 
Farm. My Lord, the Parliament of 
| Great Britain has concluded, that any | 
intereſt upon money exceeding 5 per cent. 
is oppreſſive, —oppreflive on the fair trader 
whoſe profit is not competent to endure 
more. But it is evident to all men, that 
Nr 5 


's 


trade is more lucrative than _A 
and at the ſame time far leſs Havifl Ja 
if a higher intereſt than 5 per cent. 1 bp< ' 

FRI upon the trader, it follows wih ial 
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5 per cent. on money laid out upon lands 


| . reaſon, that a higher return Sn 


1s equally oppreſſive upon agriculture. 


Should your. Lordſhip obſerve, that the 
trader is expoſed to loſſes by bad debtors 
which the farmers need not, the produce 
of their grounds being always conſidered 
as 2 ready money bargain, I muſt, beg 


leave to offer your Lordſhip an obſerva- 


tion of equal weight, which is this, that 


the farmer is expoſed to loſſes. by bad 


crops, and commonly his lofles is attend- 
ed with far leſs ſympathy ; for it is not 
unworthy your Lordſhips notice, that 
when a trader fails in pay ment, and can 
inſtruct real loſſes as the cauſe of his inſol-, 
vency, his creditors are frequently gene - 
rous enough to give him a diſcharge for 
ten ſhillings in the pound. I wiſh I could 


ſay the poor farmers met with equal gene- 


5 roſity in the event of bad crops, Although _ 


I cannot help thinking, there is rather more 


reaſon in favours. of the tenant upon this 


account, bad crops being ſent by the hand 
of heaven for the puniſhment of ſin, of 
which your Lordſhip will not deny, that 
great men have their ſhare as well as we; 
and if great men refuſe the puniſhment of 


Ee inianity, by landing the whole loſs. 


. and 


m—_ 


( 5! . 
and damage of bad years upon khürte⸗ 
nants, the reckoning which they ſhun at 


one time, muſt they not mne good at 


another. 
And now, my Lal having fobinded 


our judgements (in the concerns of agri- 
culture) upon the verdi& of the Britiſh 


Senate in a ſimilar caſe reſpecting trade, 


namely, That a rent on lands exceeding 
five per cent. on the purchaſe money may 


de equally oppreſſive on agriculture, as an 
intereſt exceeding fi de per tent. would be 


on trade, we may certainly onelude, that 


if the farmers are willing to give two ad 

an half more on the purchaſe money of 
the lands, partly to obtain the heritors 
conſent to grant = perpetual 'Ieaſe, and 
- partly for 'this further reaſon, that the two 


and an half per dent. for the firſt thirty- 


* five years may be applied towards'the ya 
lief of the State, from ſuch an 'enorthous 


load of debt, I canndt help ithinkihg, my 


Lord, that 1 have ſeen many" tranſa abe 
frankely concluded with Far lefs'Ippeararite 
of equity and reaſon. 'But dere 18 a fur- 


ther reaſoti, my Lord, for bnclullibg the 


national debt near of kk to thele' funds, 
which may not be amiſs to offer, and that 
, That the proprictors of the Tandedtid 


E 2 tereſt 
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e 
tereſt have the greateſt voice in the Houſe 


of Commons. The voice of incorporated 


bodies are ſo feeble, and their number ſo 
mall, that they have but ſmall weight 
there. It neceſſarily follows, that the 
grand deliberations of that . illuſtrious 
_ Houſe mult be chiefly ſwayed. by them as 
the far weightier part; and as they chief. 
Iy had, and ſtill have the power, in with- 
holding or granting the neceſſary ſupplies, 
whether in peace or war, which drew on 


| all theſe millions, we would humbly hope 


that it, will gt grate upon their generous 


„ « diſpoſitions to exerciſe a little patience, 


till. this ponderous load is, done away. 
It cannot be denied, my Lord, but that 

the rents of land already (generally ſpeak- ; 
ing) are Fully ag heavy as the people are able 
to bear; ea, al moſt inſupportable to ma- 
ny.,. But from whence does this hardſhip 


ariſe? From nothing ſo much as the ſhort- 


neſs of the, leaſes, and the, ; diſcouragement, 
by that means given to improvement. 
And if they are thus ſharpito bear, a8 10 
experienced . at, .preſ; nt, who needed ; 
wonder, if y wel {f old plead, that ſo 115 
of ancient. virtue might be ſummoned 
back, as to grant them two nineteen. years 


pes. the preſent terms; Jet. thirty five 
years 


wy » 


State, is not ſo long. If this indulgence 


then is granted to the farmers, ald they, | 


x + 


_ notwithſtanding, for the ſake of a perpe- 
tual leaſe, and for the relief of the State, 


are willing to fall under the two and ani | 


Half per cent. at preſent; if there be any 
thing of hardſhip in the whole tranſaction, 
it is they alone oy feel it. And indeed 
there is nothing elſe can keep them from 
ſinking under the weight of their own un- 
dertakings, but ſuch an extraordinary de- 
gree of improvement, as may only be ex- 
pected from the encouragements of a per- 
petual leaſe. | 
Neb. But what ſhall be done for thoſe 
tenants, whoſe weakneſs of circumſtances; 
is ſuch, that, although they had per etual 
leaſes, are not able to improve to ſuch per- 
fection as to keep them from ſinking un 
der the weight of their own undertakings. 
If with difficulty they pay the preſent rents, 
How ſhall they bear up under the two⸗ 
and an half per cent. additional? 
Farm. My Lord, I cannot help think. 
ing, that, as they: Have contracted this: 


weakneſs by hard uſige,. and hard times, 


their maſters ought cither to give theme, 


l aſſiſtance, or to procure it fer them. It. 


E 3; 


years pleaded for the redemption of ie 


j ſuch 
| hazard can attend the maſter, although. he 


AL 


18 5 greatly, their intereſt, my Lord, and per- 


haps their duty too. Py It is eaſy to take | 
ſuch ſecurity, and to ſee the motiey ſo | 


applied as to leave the maſter in no dan- 
ger. If the tenant ſeeds the ground, and 


adds the labour, of man, and, beaſt, with 5 
manure as the farm affords, what 


grant the moſt powerful aſſiſtan ce of addi- 


; tional manure | that the farm is capable * 


receiving ; ; and when it is arrived to the 
higheſt perfection of cultivation it is ca- 
pable of receiving, then to demand back 


the granted ſupplies in ſuch proportions 
yearly as is conſiſtent with the tenant's 


ſafety. | 
Neb. y remember you 1 PW al- 
ſert, that no eſtate you ever ſaw advertiſed 
for ſale, where the number of its acres was 
advertiſed alſo, and the number of each of 
the three ſeveral qualities of grounds com- 
monly diſtinguiſhed, to wit, infield, out- 
field, and barren ground ; and when you 
learned the, price of the whole eſtate in 


groſs when. ſold, and made a diviſion of 


the money among the whole acres, accord- 


ing to their ſeyeral qualities, you could 
never find the purchaſe money of an acre 
of inkicld to exceed L. 6: 6: 8, nor the 


butkel d 


4. 


danse aboye f. 5 Sewing, nor:the bay 
ren ground above L. 1.: 0 505 £3. OE 
each acre, which, at, your. rech 
make the rent of the inkeld * 
cent.) 6 8. 4 d. Sterling 3 0 acre; and Lat 


which, with the ſevenpence added or the 


4 And the barren ground acre its five per cent. 


4 three different qualities of acres, the Army? 8 
0 penſion included; 3 and make that a rule to 

rent the whole country without exception 12 
5 mention ſome few n Ky of eſtajes ſo 


which I can prove when it is a yired, 


* 


* 


« 4s - + 


I? 
* 


ſeven and an half per cent, would . 8. 68. 


Army $ penſion, would be. 1. « 1,d., The 
" outfield acre its five per cent. rent, three 
ſhillings Sterling, and its ſeven and an half 
per cent. rent, 48. 6 d. with ſe venpence for 
the Army's, penſion, making 58. 1 d.— 


rent, 18. 4d. its ſeven and an half per cent. 
rent, 2 8. which, with the Army's 7 d. 
makes 28. 7 d. ſo vou would have 108. 
1 d. 58. Tl and 2 8. 2 d. to rent theſe 


Farm. Far from it, my Lord. I poly 


within my obſeryation, upon theſe terms, 


which | Prices above. mentioned. T bt nat 
may be pretty near to the general. run af 
Price, or common value of lands over all 
the north part of the country, a t leaſt; 
dhe ee ol which things, 2 dif- 

e 2% covered 
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covered, ſhould bear a ſpecial ſway fn re- 
gulating 'of Tents, and, in the eye of alt | 
men of reaſon, will certainly do ſo. Whe- 
ther your Lordſhip may think the above 
mentioned rents equitable or not, I ſhall 
not enquire; but T am (confident they, will 
"be found ſharp, if not ſevere, upon inland 
farms, withdrawn from cities and towns, 
and diſtant from rich manure ; and, at the 
fame time, in a low ſtate of- cultivation. 
I know numbers of ſober and induftrions. 
men, occupying farms under 58. each 
acre, that can neither make decent bread 
to themſelves, nor regular payment of their- 
maſter's rent; yet the reaſon of ſuelr 
diftreſs is apparent to all men who are wil. 
ling to ſee, namely, Short leaſes. Men 
are toſſed about from place to place, and 
every out- going tenant leaves his farm in 
a ſtate of abſolute ruin. A ſucceeding te- 
nant finds the half of his ſhort leaſe ex- 
pired before he has got his farm into any 
tolerable ſtate. It is but a few crops he. 
dares take off it while in tolerable condi. 
tion, until (finding a ſecond bargain doubt- 
Ful,) he runs it back into the fame ſtate: 
of ruin in which he found it. Thus is 
the ſoil ruined, at leaſt rendered incapable: 


of doing juſtice to either maſter or tenant. 
The” 
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The tenant is | bak fir wont c PIE 


| ragement to improve, and the ſpirit of in- 


15 duſtry 1 is quite broken and diſeouraged; 


and, in the oppreſſive ſcuffle, the maſter 


oft times hurt, or ruined i in the end. 1 
An induſtrious farmer, my Lord, has 
no footing now-a-days. He is ſubjected 
to every diſcouragement, yea, to puniſh- 
ment, which riſes in proportion to his 
well doing. We will ſtate an example to 
illuſtrate our aſſertion, an. example well 


known to be ſimilar to his common. uſage. 


| He enters with a ruinated farm of 200 
_ acres. for 19 years, which, coſt his maſter 
L. 800. Its preſent rent is L. 40 Sterling. 


He ſinks. on. this ſhort leaſe L. 400, on its 


improvement. His expiring leaſe: brings 
an enyious brother, a devouring locuſt, to 


| _ vp. the, good of all his induſtry, vb 0 
offers his maſter Ti 20 additional, rent. 


The F preſent poſſeſſor 1 meets with, abr much 
of tender mercy as to get the firſt offer, 
upon paying the advanced rent. Tie 2 1 


news bargain for 19 years, more, His 


blieben puniſhment at this time is te pay | 
"Bt 20 intereſt yearly for the. vie of his, own. 


: I. 400, lying upon this farm for 19, Je 


more. As he is all induſtry to render his 
a farm Kill more fertile and compleat, 


who \ 


Wi 0 


"tees L. 4% more on its further improve- 
ment; and now his farm is the admira- 
tion of the whole country. But the un- 
happy circumſtance of an expiring leaſe 
brings 2 ſecond charge of removal. His 
1 oppreſſing brother again returns, and offers 
I. 20 more of additional rent. Our poor 
old reſidenter is now reduced to the un- 
. happy dilemma, either of paying more for 
his poſſeſſion than it is really worth, or of 
leaving all his wealth upon another 1 man's 
enn ;— of paying L. 80 Sterling yearly 
for that farm which was dear of L. 40 
when he entered to it; and, after having 
laid out as much on its improvement as 
his maſter on its purchaſe, muſt finiſh the 
remainder of bis days in poverty and 
want. This, my Lord, is the common 
© puniſhment, and the common ulage of an 
induſtrious man; while, on the other 
hand, a Auggard wants not his reward, 
but is fure of encourage ment in propor- 
tion to his ſloth. As he improves not, 
bis farm makes no appeirance. When 
his leaſe expires, no man coy*t5 his pofſeſ- 
fon. His maſter dares not ae his rent, 
for neither himfelf, nor any other, world 
pay it. If his maſter promiſes it for 19 


years more, he can promiſe it to His po- 
Rerity 
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ſterity for 1900, if they be wiſe enough... 
to follow the ſame line of conduct. 10 
pay their rent, and preſerve to themſelves 
a miſerable ſubſiſtence is all they ſhould. 
ſtudy ; and, in the extreme of ſloth, lies 
all their ſecurity. But I return to anſwer 
the queſtion implied in your Lordſhip? "i 
laſt words, namely, Whether I, thought 
108. 1 d. each acre. for infield, 5% 1d. 
for outfield, and 28. 7 d. for barren 
ground, ſhould be a n rule. over. . ; 
whole country. 25 
1 anſwer, my Lord, as 3 a B 


from it, except in the cal of inland parts, 
or farms at a diſtance from cities and 


towns, or rich manure, and their ſtate of 
cultivation low; in either of theſe caſes, 
the forementioned rents may be found 
abundantly. ſharp. But wherever lands, 5 


may ly, or however remote frem aux 


needful advantages for improvement. if 
there is any where to be found a ſtrong, 
fertile, and rich ſoil, or grounds in the 
neighbourhood, of populous. cities and 
towns, where ſuch productions, roots, or 
other vegetables are wanted, as may be 
four, five, or ſix times the value of the 


common productions of country farms, 70 


whatever N can * to pay for ſuch! 
grounds 


(660 


grounds EO leaſe of one or two 19 

| years, and retain a comfortable ſubliſtence 8 
for themſelves, whether the rents of ſuch 
fayourably circumſtanced grounds may be 


acre, whatever men will give for ſuch 

grounds under a tolerable length of leaſe; 
and they will always give more for a per- 
petual leaſe : And let men pay, or ſtrain 
to the higheſt pitch that human induſtry 
can reach under a leaſe of tolerable length, 
and they are ſtill able to exceed under a 
perpetuity; and the reaſon is evident, the 
poſſeſſor of ground under any leaſe of to- 
lerable length, has always a jealous eye 
towards the end of it, if not for himſelf, 
at leaſt for his poſterity, leaſt ſome unjuſt; | 
oppreflive invader, ſhould find means to 
ſupplant either him or his children, and 
deprive them of the benefits of a long 
courſe of great induſtry ; and the greater ; 
their induſtry the more their damage in 
the end. In the event of their removal, 
this conſideration checks them in the pro- 
greſs of their improvement, and diſpoſes 

them to proceed but a certain limited | 
length, leſt a heavier ruin attends its con- 
cluſton. But a perpetual leaſe removes 
all fuch 2 gives all fears to the 
ee ee: 


one, two, three, or more pounds each 


— 


00 


wind; and fears nothing ſo reh alte 
come ſhort one degree of the higheſt per- 
fection of cultivation that the ſoil is Ca- 
pable of receiving. This rouſes the ſpirit 
of induſtry to the higheſt pitch, gives it 
the moſt ample encouragement, and fair- 
eſt df play. Under this the ſober, honeſt, 
and induſtrious man, ſhall always ſucceed. 
No diſappointment or defeat can check 
his honeſt career; and nothing but, progli- 
gality, ſloth; or bad ec e 
ruin upon him or his poſterity- La ae: 
Nob. But would the ampie encourag * 
ments of a perpetual leaſe afford av great-- 
er advantage to the hevitors than the two 
and an half per cent. ſo oft ſpoken. off, 
which, above the current rents, (acearding - 
to your account) is only 38. 9 d. eck 
acre upon infield, 28. 1 d. upon outfield, 
and 18. 3d. upon baren grounduuehaiſe „ 
even the 2 penſion ante r 


F 4 — 


bee and aki eri : \ti 
of my acquaintance:; but. their; v (Ces can 
net. be pronounced t 5 ce of 1 i n I * 
tion. But whether 'the- general rain 5 f 1 
Tal Pe! Thowld-rife.a OVe, 1 low” 


will alwlaps be ſave 0 


aw ) 


to wit; The. highs 
eſt tents, under a perpetuity, will always 
fee. the moſt flouriſhing farmers, and al- 
ways: behold the moſt improven ſoil.” 


And the reverſe of this will be equally 
evident under the ceconomy of ſhort leaſes.” 


Their oppreſſive effects will ruin the ſoil, 
will ruin the people, depopulate your 


countries, and drive the inhabitants, in 


hundreds and in thouſands, away to fo- 
reign States. But. ſuppoſing your. Lord- 
ſhip were half a proſylite to our ſyſtemy : | 
this ought always to have a place in our 
conſiderations, that the man of induſtry: 
has always a title to a comfortable ſubſiſt | 


Ence'; yea, his uſage. is injurious, part U. 


and oppreſſive, if a preſent ſubſiſtence is 


all he can reach. He has a right to ſave- 
tageous ſettlement of ſons in bufineſs to do 


For themſelves, the portioning of daugh- 
ters, either for ſupport in their maiden - 
Nate, or to recommend them to ſuitable 


and advantageous matches, the ſupport of 
himſelf in old age, when ability and 
ſtrength for work ſhall fail him, abſolute»: 
Iy require it. Theſe things premifad and 
allowed, your Lordſhip. (if pleaſed) might 
amine "ou Eraunds, an in men 


{( 6G *) 


of the greateſt integrity, judgement, 
experience in theſe matters. of theſe 
men, ſome in behalf of your Lordſhip, and 
ſome for the tenants. Theſe ſhould be 
deeply ſworn to ſtrict impartiality, and 
due regard to the welfare of both parties, 
as they n be able to anſwer; at the 
dread, Tribunal; ſhould” ſtrictly examine 
all the different qualities of the ſeveral 
2 their natures, preſent ſtate of cul- 
tivation; their differing advantages or-dif- 
advantages, in their acceſs to improve- 
ment; and having duly weighed all cir- 
gumſtances needful upon -which to form 
_ their; judgements, ſhould proceed to give 
judgement upon every differing field; 
their rents, each acre, according to their 
S Siffering. qualities, which might be pro- 
7 nonnced thus: By naming the higheſt 
eat they could bear under a leaſe of one 
vr two 19 years; and then prone Wr 
how much more they could poſhhly bear 
for the ſake of a perpetuity. And if this 
twofold! committee ſhould differ à little in 
their own' judgements, {each ſhould have . | 
power to chuſe a | perſon of their own. 
gurum to act in quality of arbitrators; e £ 
if the two arbitrators; ſhould: differ a little 
derart themſelves, up * . 
| F 2 
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power to noininate one perſon dut of the 
whole to paſs the final ſentence. This, 
my Lord, is the true method to make the 
beſt of your lands at onee that ever they 
hall be able to produce, either to your 
Lordſhip, or to your lateſt poſterity, Let 
not that wretched vulgar conceit ever have 
place in your noble breaſt, which [ have 
frequently, heard, that there may be harm 
in a perpetual leaſe to heritors, on this ac- 
count, that if any new or extraordinary 
methods of improvement were in future 
diſcovered, that might cotifiderably | in- 
creaſe the value of their lands, a Oren ; 
al leaſe would cut them off froni 
Vvantages as this might afford them. ＋ 
conceit, my Lord, is ſomewhat Ike the 
dog i in the fable. Swimming a-croſs- the 
river with a piece of beef in his teeth, but 
perceiving (his own ſhadow) another dog. 
as he thought, under water, with n of 
the ſame kind in his teeth, he, greed N 
graſping at the other's prize, lets go 
own. Graſping at the ſhadow, he 2 
the ſubſtance. To confute this ground- 
leſs conceit juſt now mentioned, a little re- 
flection will convince your Lordſhip, that 
hort leaſes will bar the door We all 


lach — Warane Crean 


COR ba 
Aid, will ruin the: ſoil; impoveriſh/ the 
people, drive them out of the kingdom, 
and make your lands of: *. ne 


than they are at preſent. | 
Will a man, living by Had labour ab 


indudtry, if ſtarved for weeks and ſicken- 

ed with famine, reſtored with cordials an- 
other diviſion of his time, well. fed a third 
time, alternately ruined and reſtored again, 
ill a. conſtant round of ſuch deſtructive 

extremes-through life, render his labours 
fo beneficial to himſelf. and family, as the 
labours of: that man who is well fed and 
nouriſhed through the whole of his life? 
Aſſuredly not. In a perpetual leafe, there 
fore, lies your Lordſhip's greateſt advan- 
tage, as well as your tenants; and- as it is 
full of advantage to both parties, ſe alſo 
is it full of reaſon. There i is not an acre 
of infield in a low. ſtate of cultivation but 
will require nearly its value to reſtore it to 
a proper ſtate. There is not an acre of 
outſield but will take twice its price to 
improve it: properly; nor an aere of bar- 
ren. ground but will take ſix times its. 
price for its ſuitable improvement? I 
chen: your Lordſhip purchaſe this infield ; at 


bare more khan I. 6 3 and = oh 
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if you purchaſe your outfield acre at L. 3 

and L lay: out L. 6 on its improvement; 
i you puùrchaſe barren ground at L. 1: 62 8. 
and 1 improve it at the expence of 
L. 8 Sterling if, upon ſuch eaſy terms, 
your Lordſhip is made proprietor for ever; 
„23d l, upon ſuch expenſive terms of im- 
1 7 provement, ſo far exceeding its real value, - 
1 can only poſſeſs it for one or two nineteen 
years, Is there a ſhadow of reaſon, juſtice, 
of equity, in ſuch . a, tranſaction Will 
this accord with the: golden precept of our 
divine Redeemer, Whatſoever ye would 
e that men ſhould do unto you, do ye 
% even ſo unto. them?“ Mas not my 
improvement money as much mine as 
your Lordſhip's purchaſe money was yours 
before we jointly laid them on theſe 
une With what. indignation would 
your Lordſhip reprobate that lawleſs and 
tyrannic power who would require yeu to 
| renounce: these grounds, and rehaquiſh 
your juſt : and heritable right,” without re» 
turning your purchaſe / money; and 41 
mult remove from your Lordſhip's, 
is not my title and right equal, dy parity 
of reaſon, to demand back my improve. 
went heron a de Om oP | 


vs. * 


+ & on 
3 
8 


. ; | 
prtevemant, buys, as it were, the. W 
dy of a dead man, wha. is capable; of no 
action without. life, Our improvement 
money comes in, and in concurrence with 
the dew of heaven, which is free to all, 
inſpires: the dead ſoil with, and nouriſhes 
.vegetable life; and as the body. of a dead 
ma is of no moment without. life, 10 
neither is the ſail without improvements . 
I be naked and bare exiſtence of a; bar- 
ren field can be of no value to your. Lord - 
thip,. nor others, without improvement. 
Whoever then ſhall improve and fergilige: 
this. barren. field, addy, far more te ite 
real value than yeur Lordſhip, who only 
could produce it under a harren exiſtenc. 
From what has been ſaid, your! Long. 
hip will eaſily. perceive. the read 
Juſtice; and equity. of a barely, Fer- 
Haps neither your Lordſhip "| 
factors, ever ſtudied to enter into, or Ah 
any ſuch comparative view: of he differ 
ande in Haig of — ed. en r 


ans eherefare hers eee en dein ws 
Laer, Nee | 
ee whink 2 can f 
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zs nothing I could mere carteſtly with 
than that your Lordfhip, and every other 
-proprietor of land, might at once enter in- 
to every poſſible advantage, by your 
grounds, that is conſiſtent with yeur joint 
proſperity, and that of your | farmers. 
The great Author of Nature, Who had! 
the comfort and happinefs of all: his crea- 
A tures, of poor and rich .cqually in his 
1 view, has ſo wiſely ordered matters, that 
' i if one part of mankind ſhall, either by 
i light or might, ſubtra&t-from the comfort 
— for happineſs of the other, te make their 
on ſuperabundant; they may enjoy, or 
#4 | ſeem to enjoy, the forbidden advantage 
. for a time, but the meaſure will bitter 
I ere long. back on themſelves recoil; and 
by how much they have exceeded, by: par- 
tiality, in their own favours, by ſo much 
the! more, in the end, fhall they find: them» 
-Felves wanting in that, which otberways 
would have been found their juſt right; 
and therefor edit is my moſt: ferven -defire, 
that your Lordſhip: and all others. in pow 
er may enter into: ſuch meaſures for the 
velief of this diſtreſſed country, as. may be 
abundantly productive of the ſo mueh de- 
red effects; 18 may not 21 relieve them 
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Public bitdens'as à State, but Asiate | 

relieve them from their private diſtreſſes 

and calamities as individuals, and diffuſe 

ane happineſs and proſperity through 
the Whole Body of the people. Et EZ 463 
The prophet Iſaiah having given 4 moſt 
pitiful deſcription. of the uncommòn cor- 
eruption and depravity of the jewwiſh Stato, 
ſo entirely corrupted, that, from the-ſole 
of the foot to the crown of the. headj— 
from the moôſt inferior ſubject, aſcending 
through every other rank; to the throne 
*1tſelf, there was no ſou ndneſs, but wounds, 
"bruiſes, ' and putrifying ſores, ores; 

neither cloſed; nor bound up, nor | 
With Oir ment; not one whotelom 1 | 
cc oy had hitherto-beeti Ropes 


Jeſs W er iy A at L 
tion] or by the ſword of thei public foe. 

What ſhall be done in this extremity * 
Will not 2 publics acknowledgement of 
gilt, in a day of humiliation, with ſolemb 
1 3 their hands, in prayer ffot for- 
Sivenneſs, partial amendment for à time, 
aer * Ne to: eee 


to do evil; learn to do well. Theſe ane 
Seneral precepta, the grand and compre - 


| 22 let ing reaſon Lebe nr 


Af we refuſe it and rebel, ſay thu 


445 


mit, by oppreſſion and other acts of | vie- 
ae until blood toucheth blood. No, 
ſays the prophet, He will not hear you, as 
vr bands are full of blood. Wberein 
then conſiſts the remedy ? * hy. waſh:ye, 
make you clean, put away the evil of 
Jour doings from before mine eyes; ceaſe 


Benſive import of which muſt be attended 
40 by the whole people. But, (ſays the 
Prophet,) I have a ſpecial word of com- 
miſſion to rufers, judges, and all eiſe of 


minent Place and ſtation. "What in it? 


By; ee e 7 


th the Call 
Though: your fins be as amt, they hall 
tbe White as wool; though they de re 
dike crimſon, they fhalll be as ſnow. But 
-what ſhall be the conſequence, if either 
we willingly attend to this qur duty; or., 


= e And obedignt- 65 


C* 


Ea) 


ſhall eat of the füt of the land. "But if 
refuſe and rebel; ye thall-be devoured: by 
the ford for the moutly of the Lord of F 
| Hoſts hach ſpoken it. 2 
S0 that, if ever 2 e [takes 
place, my Lord, either in ou public meas: 
Haves,” or in our private lives aud bonvν,d 
tions, that will be acceptable to the divine 
Majeſty, er cen wrailable to ſave us from! 
inevitable deſtruction, to rolieve from eve. 
ry wb eee he our firſt Worle- . ; 
Nob. But if perpetual leaſes W pranes 
ed, and no concern taken with the nation 
al debt, What might be the conſequenee ?? 
Furn. Not quite favourable, my Lord, 
although it might ſoften our private de- 
ſtreſſes ſor ſome time; yet, while the mt 
lic ſafety is unregarded; while we are un- 
able either te preſerve peace, or to fu on 
poo war or PEO: 3 Kathe 9 


ill. Judged ee, we may tofe our * 
and find good time for repentance "when? | 
it cannot profit. But, my Lord, if the: 
virtue of the nation is-fo far gone'in's de- 
chnez that we'cou d not expect its" ac wot | 't 
cfrencs in a meaſure propoſing ſuch rai 
relief, we ſhould: by all poſſibleemeans en” 


es to > pleaſe, and n ä ine 
two ; 


two andtan half per cent. for p4 


um) 


8. 
debt: Le pockets r 


t the one bat go ito: the; 


. . and the other half to the 
relief of the ftate; by which «1 


jeans, 2: 
nobleman. of 2 $0088: yeatly rent «this 
ſeaſon, might, ont 0 two he rs hence, 
enter with L. 5000.9 mae. A ſquire of 


I.. ioo this year, might, at that ſame; 

period, enter worth L. 250 more, and all 
athers in proportion to the ſize of their 
fortunes; Upon this plan, the national 7 

debt would, require three ſcore and ten 


years to diſcharge; at the end of which 


time our before mentioned eſtates Wand 
riſe again; 3 the one L. 5000 more, and the | | | 
Srl, .a0d\All ana din Proper. 75 
e ee 5 


— 5 moſt ac dettructive, 10 
oppreſſive practice upon the landed in- 


tereſt is, the engroſſing of farms, 2 prac- 


tice taken notice of by the celebrated Dr a 


Price, as greatly inſtrumental, in the ſmall 
compaſs of 12 years, to the diminiſhing : 
the inhabitants of Great Britain to the 


number of 200,000. How lamentable, 


my Lord, to ſee a dozen or twenty cot- 
_ tager families driven out, to make way for + 
one or two. opulent gentlemen; farmers. 


eee abroad over a vaſt. 2 


ent of coun- | 
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lutle. cottagers, were properly-ex 
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excepting . this, alone, . 
and rale y 


and. ſupported, their little ſpots. of ground 
might be as well i ürpreren, and their 
as Well paid as the thers,.., Neither 

ve a right, my Lord, £0, drive aut, cruſh, 
or oppreſs theſe poor aud ncedy one 
withſtanding the ſmall trouble of ſapport 
ing or aſſiſting to put chem in a fair and 


proſperous way, to; do for themſelues,. It 


* 


is for this end, that Providence 


among men, that, they be uſeful 10 4 


other; ; that the rich may bave the ppot- 


tunity of imitating the godlike boungy; 72 
the great Creator. 


the poor canngt re 1 
pendent of che friendſh 


ficence of the rich; ſo neither | have, the 


rich the means of . ſu Pera their 


. tenants mag * Worelrapid | 


rſed ſuch various, and different. | lots 
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of wind; the duties vf the Cht 


It deprives ths" State 6f 2 wok Hip 


an (wealthy | 1 nee 


there's profit and advantage, le v 


en chil ſay offieite: but ny 
iſti 

: nd as" his practice of engrofs 
ms s to the poor 'zs indi- 
equally" hide Ws hs 


pk ſong 1 Sy is equ 
public welfare and 


Würce of landmen for the Army, and{fea- 
man for the Navy upon the eommwenet 
ment of a W. How eaſy is your acce 

to a fipply ef men from thoſe Humble 
#bodes; when compared wäth the dftul- 
tics you mut at with ficar jour rk 


Base ebe pte 08 ichkät Welte Fo ſoj 
plying the fame, WH¹O have we to Os 


fel wenne. our den fuinůoss and 


try, by Airs oppreffion and ct kast 1 


gration, that ae fo abondanely aue 
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\ won fag, n the multitude 
* Gounſcllors there ig ſafety” '* Wy: we 


Hot Fay, with eguul truth,; 14) eile Molch 


e of people xx roo Is ſafety, yea more, 


nu merou e 
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1 dog. 5 Amt pe 26 competent t 
{ theſe. two. Acres improvin- to; Tre 
the one in grafs; the other in grain, 
-Prodpce. of the acre under grain 


_ able” encouragement ' 


Deine for horſes, and for every brder 


(65560 
2, over the while Ina, hm anf 


uſe eh the country may require; and 


if diſtifleries, breweries, horſes, Oc. ſhould 


entzroſs che one half, yet the other would 
be competent for the human ſpecies, Was 
the country properly improven, Wag fuit- 
given for that pur 


poſe. But let us grant, my Lord, that 


this com utation -were a little aſide, rs 
ther to the right hand or to the left, 
this could be no objection to Gee 
ol choſe meaſures; which tend ſo exeted - 
ingly to enrich both the ſoil and-its- ibba- 
bitants, by giving every poſſiblè encou- 
ragement for theſe important ends. Will 
your Lordſhip fay, What are the means“? 
J anſwer, Aboliſh ſhort leaſes, introduce 


perpetual leaſes, or for ſome Web number 


of years as are almoſt equivalent. Theſe 


are the means which fall under the de- 


ſeription of ſecond cauſes · The great 


-Grit; cabſe of all proſperity, And ev every 


other bleſſing, whether perſonal or nation- 


:al; is the divine favoeur; and, my Lord, 


although we cam do wothing” to merit this, 


wet we may bro "ourſelves in -the Wry 


Na it is '£ to be found. Such is the 
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creator 466 ur WF ner deve ad or 
ſincere endenvouỹůũH⅜H e pus unte warde. i 
What: thef remains beſt A That*ybur Lords; 
ſhip, andlarbete in ck Ration power, 
t tieceſfaty eps to ſtir uh. More; 
nexertlo d the eien er te. 
pn yoo nt vice and” monäliry- 
whith®Kath wr whef 0p fe Ring- 
dms, aud to give! every poffnle encou-! 
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ten bee hö Hevevebtid) dcgand $0 e Wor- 
ſhip and ſervice of the? greqs" Creator,” from: 
whom we have ſolong and ſo deeply re- 
volta und in snder x6 lets Hfe/ mati 
and activity in magiſtrates, zudges, add: 5 
rilers, fh enforł g af Ruogard; riot: 
odly't6the ws bf the Mud, nuf ao, tot 
_ every? dieine law eee Tat: 
your Lordiip and othets'w ec your: 
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— 2 due obſervance: of his :xightee. 
lam, che armies. of Seat Britzin aj Wt 
best their {words into plovgh/ hasen 2nd | 
their ſpears-inta-prining hooks. No wense: . 
pan formed sia ches Souls. er, 

Proſper; a eee * 
and — 5 oj: e 170 291185 N At 
Nb. Bat Bight, not ee ive 
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Jas alls lack number of years i to 
that leaſe A0 Might be Inppoſpd to απ9 
eee data f creations, ant the: 
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meu 1 e Fa its great, end, 4 
E "Nox Fa leh Ann... What pie 
chen, my Lord, and what t infinite, 
regret, when your Lord 
and is ne more in tie, that, by. + falls 
ie a inadvertence 1 ip. aur Lordbipe 3 may 
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truſted you, not as its proprietor fe 
but as its ſtewart for a- time. Freg 


treme a en 8 * of care is 1 Pe" 


, Ge Ute, an "edt the" bred 
Fund; ne by en. 
Ae ig 06 rg . We 0 enable ters 
to undo themſelves by erceffvte abundd 
ance. Be it then your Lordſhip'sRndyy _ | 
to'MMleviate the miſeri ies, and promôte the 
happiiicls 'of a around you; as knowing, 


Weesen of „that great” fortune Wielt 


which your Altnigbtey BenefaQorhath' es 
r ever, ; 


take a walk, in ſerious meditation up 
the {tin ſilent chore of- tkat an 0 bea 
you muſt fail o ſoon,” Exainide che Year” 
value of the good things of tinh 


thoughts" you will have of them in 8 5 


et eildom to do for Hit im the 42 ef 
proſperity and health. WI 


expiring moments, and what yo. would: 


do for The honour of God in the! ay of 
eath Eſteem it your highs: 


c em. Hes the- 


intatle for the ma? 
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Adr my Lord, of b 
an thoſe matters chat OM 
iy 2conduce to the hott 


of eb * 


hom we depend for all we held dert 
Men are wonderful ambitidus of" gainful 
off es, bonourable ſtations and ce ret 4 


grees of the royal favour of eatthly- 


cheriſh the noble at 


lies the wiſdom * 8 great men 
to*ontro doctiue ſo full af R 
neſs to n Wit 


2 


ces jaHð’ç8 Were it not equally"! wikw"to | 
bition of fading 
vigb in the favdur of heaven, Where 


bout abridging. aber | 
wn, while, at the ſame time thoſe earth- 


5 ly benefits,” or means of happineſs;' ſhall be 


_ equally deſerted by both parties a fes 
yeats hence ; änd who' can tei but; © 
ſo many days, the ſhafts; ef death uy thy, 
thick around the palaces of Prine 
great men, as our bumble cottages. 4 


cording to that important paſſage, qu ted 


from the Grave, Death's ſhafts fly thick: 
ﬆ Here falls 2 village fwwain aud dere 
i pamper'd Lord. The" Cup” goes 


2 and who ſo" artful ac put it pa | 


How unceremonious is the Kin 
of 1 Terrong- making no àpologies for hit 
rudeſt attacks uh the perſons of Pringes, 


<clinibing in likes rhief-av be ede 
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palaces, by night a * 
Ae Shonld | any great and -inyingible 
peror, whoſe ntegyitys \vprightoels, 
bod 70a bongty Was bis 


neſs z ſhould ſuch a one give your I. 
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a tee ern duch; terms 7 Abbe 
/ Prince of the kings of the carth is this 
1 Mighey Conqueror, your -Lordibip's life = 
1 i me compain; Which bejag; nent 1 
1 done is Sybung valundy under his d 
ner againſt ydur joint enemies, enduring 
Al the hardſhips of the Geld- of che moſt 
 Bldenying. dates, hat. his- I gan r 
qnire veſpecting either his royal Peso 
vonn fellow ſoldiers, or ydür | ſelf, Im 
' webich event, he aſſers your Lordſhip a 
| kingdom which cannot be moved. Such 
us your Lordſhip's s pious and unblameable: 
luft in other reſpecta, that even the pry- 
- _  tgieye of envy, e nt ge - 
| der uam not where: t *. But in 
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heaven aud Lerch at Face way} when 


will tnaghify "Und make it” bon 


evedingly-contiieeto/ths bapptsen of . 
whole people; would -ruiſe to com 
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member of the body po tie; el raiſe 


the declined/ state fra much of "preſent © 


garden, aud het people numerous * 
the ars - of heaven Would yeurT 6184 
ſhip ents know you' would: not. 
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oppoſed * A HOY Hes 25 PV 
_proguſtive:1of) appreflion, {, Js.opprefliee 
fin, and threatened with, national, judge 
ments from which there i is, no Ache en 
bj reclaimi Ae 1 Mach. gps And an 
the whole rynſactions with {Ina 
; Kind, .. to 3 0 GD 
branches of duty, ſeek gudgeagant, 
the oppreſſed, judge the fagh £ 
for the widow. Are perpetr 8 


with relief, relief from the ſin, and from 
the miſery, from the guilt, ang from the 


can his tenants at will, the, Le, o che 
vniverſo, deny the Lord of angels fo ar 
ſonable a requeſt? Is it, not the 0 


their intereſt, their higheſt hangur 40 a8 
in nes: . Riede e Mutes 


ſame, 7 8 8 example... Wut. whim 
| came he tor ſave from miſery, and to in: 
ſtal into ſuch bappingfs ? His friends, and 
dchoſe Without whom. He could not ſupe 
port bis Dignity, and State No, but. his 
keien 2 1 e his e 


call 


be 4 
F 
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6 
neſs, idleneſs and ſlavery, may not overs 
run the whole land 3 that their poor pa- 
rents may not be o ppreſſed and over-load- 
ed with the cares of this life, in riſing 
1 early, fitting late, and eating the bread 
of ſorrow, fighting themſelves out : of 15 
breath in gathering together the gains of 
oppreſſion for others, dut to ſuffer them 
by all means to have a calmer paſſage 
through life, to have leiſure to converſe 
with their children on things pertaining 
to the Kingdom of God, and to inſtruct. 
ü them in the great and momentous con- 
cerns of a future life and an eternal ſtate; 
and, amidſt all the hurry and buſtle of the 
trivial affairs of time, not to forget the 
one thing needful, the better part, Which, 
fi duly: attended to and once ſecured, 
1 ſhould never be taken from them. A 
* | theſe things pleaded in their favour, . my 
1 Lord, is their due, not only from motives 
of pity and compaſſion, but alſo from the 
| uniform language and unerringidiaates of 
bl right reaſon. All the ' ſolid grandeur of 
the Britiſh nation takes its riſe upon the 
joint induſtry of theſe laborious 8 and 
without which, what were all your iſeve · ä 
ral beautiful countries but ſo many bars 
ren deſolate fields of amine f- It W 
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_ ithe whole ,is,,upheld, ought by no means: 
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FA FRAY 7 Thou! ſhalt not munale the 
, ox that treadeth out the orn. -Dotls 
God take care for oxen, or doth. he not 
ay fo for our fakes; and for our iuſiruo- 


© 


tion, inticþating-ſo:)muchy thas the labori- 


aus part of mabkind, by vvhoſe induſtry 


to be ſtrangers: to thoſe ſwesets 1 


Trepering win inch aſfduity for: ä 
N How: uno 
ſpend the Whole 


mfortable is it, my. Lord. 40 
0 life in; labouring to 
Prepare che cup ob: unmixed re (were 
= peſlible)-for.athers;: and that they ſhould, 


nvith greedineſa, drink ſo deep as to leave 
7 ate bottom but wormwood and 
their ſexvants. Maylit then be 


tant ſtudy, of all--whom. it may 
Yona or of all, without exception, 


whom the divine providente may put it 
i tliair power, te follomahe example of 

_ that illuſtrious ancient, Job: When the 
ear heard me chen /it! bleſſed, me, and | 


% when the eye ſaw me then it gave wit- 


«© neſs to me z becauſe I. delivered the 
e poor that cryed, and: the fatherleſs, and 
5" him that, had none to help him. The 
4 bleſſing of him that Wag ready to prim. 
7 came upon me and I cauſed the W- 
edo e heart to ſling for: joy. I put on 
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. rigbtsouſheh, av i Uloathed me-. 
| | 6. Judgement was as 1 robe und a Aindem. 
| 1 was eyes to the blind, and fret was 1 

e tc che lame. I was 4 father to the 
por, and the cauſe which I knew: 
1 1 ſearched out; and I brake the 
1 | e of the wicked, ay plucked yd 1 
a n out of hin tecth”? Who would not, 
5 y Lord, ſtody 40 col w tacks alike 
$1. __ -oxaraple, % gain; this: high, : ne Uvite 
1 4. Nr «Haſt the! 
. *  confidered ay fervant Job, Thar me 
* eee ee the e rth, -- 
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Neb. rhaxe ver of juſtice or eqvit Ys 0 
de found in theſe your fentiments, yet 1 
am afraid they fhall fall into/: diſeſteom 
with the generality! of Peopte, roms a. at 
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i und religious phraſes 3! and , your fyſieta 
1 of public meaſures become the. 8 f 


e upon that account. 
Farm. I'have no great af 


= 


I that, my Lord, except frum athtele or 

4 14 nfidels, and the ſentimenti o wghter of 
en ee wortli our mettre, q e f 

ere is 


n Bad an: 


tw} 


ng God, no future, fate n 2% 
puniſhments, no traces ot the: bei 
horny 40f Han. infivite,” 
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2 of creation; then may: w#' accerd i in ſenti- 
Gr Tot (NE OO ie athieſtic; 
hug. 117“ | "ny Be, 7 5 1715 1 0 Ws 2 Rr 188 Ws 4 
1 Nob." Lam ic that would be «fign- 
ing them too hard a taſky” - gels bv 
22 Farm. But theſe points, my A nd. un- 
proven by them proves at once their pad 
| ppadneſs,and; folly. For. OE poſlibi- 
lity, that chere maybe a God, will be fufs- 
Feient' to determine any wiſe. man to em- 
Brace that belief -as his ſafeſt and ſureſt 
bn For let us grant for 3 little 
. MthotAthicſt :aould E with, namely, That 
8 Hoch; yet, here could 
the danger be to a virtuous and religious - 
man when ber dies? But; if there in + 
Dod, Where ſhall the Athieſt and Iuſidel 
an out siti "tho intereft pf naue 
n e 


dom, power, and! goodneſs" in che works 
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al po. proves then of « ge 

ture destrind whether they win er nog; 
dh ie du, And if the enn 
not Kelp beheldling the lovellnefs bod ex- 
M * d an 1 415 * 
10 me 


and their vices not © prod whats 
mm could they fd! theit: true hin, to de- 

ſtroy the great Author and Rewurder o 
virtue; and the great enemy to, and pu- 
. niſher of vice. Bur the Wybt uf Nature 
within, the 'wbrks of Nature "without; 
and tokens' of divinity n the 8 
defore us, bear fuck abun unt reſt 

tn reissen ein Tile tf 


eiently convinee all men, That He 1 and 

eber abr Std dof: Ib vos 
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All ages adcording to thehtenor of) ;his N 
Win therein? bene din ways, both of 
judgement / and merci and according to 
the tenor of their conduct in life, as may 


4 


' abundantly. ſatisfy. all men touching their 5 


en authority Jt follows then, t 
the [Scriptures being the only rule of Faith 
ad manners given unto men, All men 
poſſeſſed of ſuch an in valuable treaſuro, 
3 — theim ſoleuang any 
:counſellors, and err -of their lives. 
Theſe only cor Atrur manitüs/ of un- 
-erting wiſdomy; che beſt foundation of all 
law, and cher never failing ſtandardsof true 
governnient- Theſe only are worthy. 
de the model of ohr: ſentiments, the rule 
prin IIS of our 


ily 5 — the talents of: 
potiticiats,”. — —— 
_ dor>the tabitiets 0p1Gickd&a'yPyority whence, 
Serre ee theyicſoom 


£1 Arion. Aenne tlg prop ff - 
wüth. ane 2 e ee 


7 thee: Torn. not rom 
* hand nor to the left, dec bes ge 
". witherſoe vet thou; goe 
1 « Bock ef he law; ſhall not '« 
a. 155 thy mauth, but tha ſhalt: meditate 

day: and. night, that ahnu wayeſt 
rve to do accerdiag to all: that is 
en dberein ; for chen thou hate 


* 


n 


. 
> 


2 7 } 
3 4% * 
0 elf 


55 


53-484 54 . 
a> ” 4 *C 


47 
1 > 
7 Fe 

* f 


Ne en 
bly God. ih With. thee whftherfcœæver 
100 „Thou through t e mmändme 
2 has made me wiſer than wins\cgrmics, 
4% for they are ever wien mé. 1 Baye 
. wore pnderſtating hat i, my beck 
2 18. for thy Teſtitnontee'ary my toWlita- 
Mr . underſtand more e e n. 
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85 meditate: in' t thy [atntes, | hy eaſt 
#* monies alfo are my delight, ind my 
Ty counſellors,” VE. (Ver. 111.) Thy teſti 
ue monies have 1. taken as an heritage for 
ko ever for wind are OTE e, of any 
heart.“ 1 (£12364, 20461 884.4; ; fools dF 
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Wa more ectual Method for the Appen of 
Vite and Inmurality, "and. for ib Encou- 
ragement I Religion and Virtue ; br, the 
. rg Way to ſecure 4 laſ 1 Rede, and 
National Proſperity. : 3.064 01; p79; 


Sm 100 - er eh gieren! G * 
Lene rein. r Je ark, en 


ag 4. $2359.42 - alk N „ # 
«© my. commandments, nd dog them: 4 
45 (Ver. :) Then I will give vou, rain in 
#* due ſeaſon, ani} hy and ral Tie her 
In encreple, — (Ver. 6, % And J. will give 
peace in the. land and ye, Mal ly 
down, and nonę hall make you. afrgid, 
| $571 955 Ver. 7.) And, V. hall chac 1g 
5 enemies, and they ſhall fall before von 
4 by the fwofdi (Ver, 12, ) And. Till 
<;be. eur Gad, andi ye ſhall, be my people... 
(Ne 423, 3% %% And if ye will not 
de reformed by, me; by ! theſe things, but 
46 will walk contrary vo me, t then will + op 
6. ee contrary v0 Jen i, and wi 
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&: diſh: you- yet 0 
* And I will bring a ſword, upon yom that 
« ſhall avenge the quarrel of my covenant. 
And when you are gathered together 
« within yeur cities, I willi ſend the peſti- 
= lence. among you; and ye ſhall .be'de- 
&« livered into the hand of the enemy“ 
„Jonah 3. 5.) So the people of: Nine · 
% yeh believed God, and pfoclaimed a 
t faſt; . and put on ſackcloth from the 
« greateſt of them, even unto; the leaſt, of 
„ them. (Ver. 6.) For word came unto 
„the king of Nineveh, and he aroſe from 
his throne, and he laid his robe from 
„him, and covered bim with ſackcloth, 
% and fat. in aſhes. (Ver. 7.) And he 
2 it to be publiſhed A's proclaim- 
ed through Nineveh, (by the decree of 
1 the king and his nobles) Saying, let 
d neither man nor beaſt, herd nor flock, 
“ taſte any. thing; let them not feed nor 
% drink water. (Ver. 8.) But let man 
tand beaſt be covered with fackcloth;- 
% and .cry. mightily unto God; yea, let 
45 them turn every one from. his evil 
Hay,, and from the viclence that is in 
* their hands. (Ver. 9.) Who can tell 
* God will turn and | repent, and turn 
«. xe from * fierce ee (that: e 1 


hi 4 


* ee "that pro's e from 
_ <-their evil way; and God; repenbed: of 
„ the evil he ſaid he would 4b ce them, 
«4 and he did it notTL“k r 
Nb. Whether are you going wo bare 
@ to preach ee aun 2458.4 
<7 ere going ta. 42 neither, my 
G: re ee 4 ns rit⸗ 
« ten for our learning. And in confor- 
mity to this high and important intima- 
tion from heaven, 1 am geing to make 2 
few obſervations on theſe: paſſages above 
recited, which may not bo altogether un- 
profitable, and which eſteem to be the 
duty of all men, without running the ha- 
zard of an encroachment upon the prieſt's 
office; after which I mean to entertain 
your Lerdihip with what, I hope, will 
not be unacceptable, namely, A large quo- 
tation from the celebrated. Dr Swift, woote 
in the reign of Queen Anne; and -altho? 
more peculiarly adapted to that reign; 
may afford matter not altogether: unin- 
ſtructive to the prefent age; and which 
I find ſo entirely agreeable to my o 
ſientiments, 'that-I-am conſtrained to adopt 
u bee thing le of the 
Kind 
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kind I have hitherto examined inte ve 


The above n from Scripture 1 
have purpoſely drawn into view, to 
hold up as a glaſs, in which may be read 
the fate of great Britain, according to the 
tenor of her preſent and future conduct in 
life. If we are willing to be reformed, 
and duly to regard the divine ſtatutes and 
conimandments, and to make the whole 
of his laws the conſtant rule of our con- 
duct in life, then are we promiſed favour- 
able ſeaſons, that the earth may yield a 
| Goitable increaſe, and that there may be 
abundance for man and beaſt. We are 
alſo promiſed the ineſtimable bleſſings of 
peace, and that we ſhall ly down in ſafe- 
ty, and none ſhall make us afraid; and if 


at any time we are unjuſtly invaded by 


our enemies, they ſhall be given into our 
hands, ſhall fall before us by the ſword, 


and ſhall be driven before our armies as 


chaff before the wind. But if in defect 
of duty, and hating to be reformed, Wwe 
38 fhall ſtill perſiſt in our impious courſes, 
trample on his laws, and walk contrary 
to him, then will he alſo walk contrary 
to us, will puniſh us ſeven times more for 
our 1 than he hath hitherto * will 


1 „„ 5 
gig 4 Fword upon us to avenge | the 
«quarrel of his covenant, and in perſect 


— 


npt of the ſtrength of our allies, the 
number of our armies, and ſtrengrh of our 
Heots ; and all theſe ſeconded by, and con- 
5 dufted under the fineſt and moſt accom- 
A fchemes of human policy and wiſ- 
dom; yet, e thall come down mere 
mightily than ever we did ariſe; and what 
of our overthrow is unfiniſhed by the 
Ford, famine and peſtilenee ſhall accom- 
pliſh che reſt. If we will net believe 
#theſe momentuous truths with applica- 
tion to our own cafe, let us read them in 
che fatal experience ol the moſt mighty 
empires in paſt ages. If numerous. ar- 
mies, brazen gates, impregnable Walls, had 
been unqueſtionable ſecurity te the impi- 
dus Belſhazzer, needed be to be under 
any alarm for the army of Cyrus; yet ne- 
ver was his deſtruction ſo near as in that 
very period he was rejoicing in his un- 
queſtioned. ſecuriey. If Darius muſt come 
thort both of victory and fafety too, the“ 
defended by the victorious and invincible - 
arms of 1 190,000 Perſians, and this ter- 
rible defeat and deſtructive overthrow re- 
ceived from none other than l handful of 


Se ©" led by Phibp's-war- 
| a: 


„ 


Bke fon) upon . what. ham ot 
power may we depend hereafter for fu ' 8 
ceſs? O Britannia! (ſtill bleeding in N 
late wounds, received from the hands of 
thine own children) wilt thou again ad. 
venture into the: field, before thou renew . 
eſt thy friendſhip with thine ancient Al- 
mighty Ally. Did he not write , vanity”  } 
and vexation, ſhame: and diſgrace, eee 1 
tion and loſs upon thy laſt labours in the | 
bloody field? O Britannia! Were thy 
princely ſons but duly attentive to the 
| 2 of Omnipotence, in the balance of - 
— But how. is the geld become 1 
N Ho is the moſt fine gold chan- 
ged? Thy princely ſons, once ſo famous 
for their generous and patriotic ſpirits, | x, 
would they duly attend to theſe two 
grand and fundamental points, t6 remove 
every oppreſſive weight at preſent in their | | | 
power, and, with equal ardour, preſs an wo 
| impartial, univerſal, and thorough refarm- _ 
= ation upon the diſſolute lives of thy- dege 
= 'nerated- ſons, and: endeavour to reſtore 
that ancient piety,” which once did ren- 
der thee the glory of all lands. How ſoo -/ 
would He recover to thee the ſullied luſtne 
of thy once: victorious arms, make | thy © 
ane a8 certain a8 _ e i 
1 I a. | gie 
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and arms of all thine enemies under thy 
feet. O Britain! Has not the vakeful 
eyes of thy moſt Gracious Sovereign been 
particularly attentive to theſe important 
matters? How richly deſcribed in the 


late Royal Proclamation for the ſuppref- 


ſion of vice, and encouragement of religi- 


on and virtue. Wilt thou be outdone by 
 - heathen Nineveh ! How attentive were 


they to the Royal Mandate of their earth- 
ly Sovereign? Did they not cry mighti- 


Iy to God? Did they not turn every one 


from the evil of his ways, and from the 
violence that was ia their. hands! ? And 


did not that adorable and benignant Ma. 


jeſty repent of the evil He ſaid he would 
do unto them, and He did it ; not ? 


Fron the Works of the celebrated Nin Swi n, 


Dritten about the Ry of the. preſent | 


pena 1 | 4 2 
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| Mono all the ſchemes offered to the 
public in this projecting age, I have. 
obſerved, with much concern, that there have 
never been any for the improvement of 
religion and morals, which, beſides the 
pity of the defign, from the conſequences 


of 


thee to NEVIS the power, polity, 


; 
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of: loch 2 refermatisn in 2 future lifep. | 
would be the beſt natural means fir ad- 
vancing the public felicity: of the ſtate. 28 · 
well as the preſent happineſs of every in- 
dividual. For as much as faith and mo- 
rality are declined among us, 1 am alto- 
gether confident : they; might, in 2 ſhort 
time, and with no very great trouble, de 
raiſed to as high a perfection as numbers 
are capable of receiving. Indeed the me · 
thod is ſo eaſy and obvious, and fore : 
_ preſent opportunities ſo good, that, in or- 
der to have this project reduced to prac- 
tice, there ſeems to want nothing more 
than to put thoſe in mind, who, by their 
honour, : _ and intereſt, are chiefly * 
concern But, becauſe it: is idle to 
Nepode ede before we are aſſured of 
the diſeaſe, or to be in fear till we are 
convinced of the danger, I ſhall firſt uo 
in general, That the nation is extremely: 
corrupted in religion and morals; andithen - 
I will offer a ſhort : ſcheme for the refor · 
mation of both. As «to the firſt, I know 
it is reckoned but-a form of ſpeech, when 
divines complain of the wickedneſs of the 
age; however, I believe, ypon a fair com- 
rho with other times and countries it j 
ak found. zn undoubted truth : For, 
1. * | "On 


0 102 9 


| fri, to deliver nothing but plain matter 
of fact, without exaggeration or ſatire, I. 
fuppoſe it will be granted, that many of 


our people of quality and gentry hardlx 


appear to act by any principle of religion, 
that too many of them do almoſt diſcard 
it, and are ready to own their diſbelief 
of all revelation, in ordinary diſcourſe ; 
nor is the caſe any better among the vul- 
gar, eſpecially in great towns, where their 
prophaneneſs and ignorance are to a de- 
gree hard to be imagined greater. 
Then it is obſerved abroad, that no 
race of mortals hath ſo little ſenſe of reli- 
gion as the Engliſh ſoldiers, To comfirm 
which, I have been often told by great 
officers of the army, that in the whole 
compaſs of their acquaintance, they could 
not recollect three of their profeſſion who 
ſeemed to regard or believe one fyllable of 
the Goſpel; and the ſame at leaſt may be 
affirmed of the fleet. The conſequenoes 
of all which upon. the actions of men ara 
equally manifeſt, if we ſtep into other 
ſcenes, and conlider the fraud and cozen=- 
age of trading men, and ſhop-keepers; 
that inſatiable gulf of oppreſſion and in- 
juſtice, the law, the open traſſic for all 
| i and military * a * | 
it 
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it ted there) without the leaſt regard. to; 
merit or- qualifications, the corrupt ma- 
nagement of men in office; the many de- 
teſtable abuſes in chooſing thoſe who re- 
preſent the people with. the management 
of * intereſts and factions. Among the re- 
preſentatives, to which I: muſt. be bold to 
-add, the ignorance of ſome of the lower 
elergy, and the mean and ſervile temper 
of others. 
„This 16: a; mort v view of the general de- 
pravity among us, ' without, entering inte 
particulars, which would be an endless 
labour. Now as univerſal and deep rooted 
as theſe ſeem to be, I, am utterly decei- 
ved, if an effectual remedy might not be 
applied to moſt of them; neither am. I at 
preſent upon a wild, ſpeculative project, 
but ſuch: a one as may be eaſily put in 
execution. For while the prerogative of 
giving all employments- continues: in- the 
Crown, either immediately, or hy: ſuborr 3 
dination, it is: in the power of the Frince 4 
to make piety and virtue become the 
faſhion of the age, if, at the ſame time; 1 
he would- make them neceſſary qualificae 3 
tions for favour and preferment. 15 
At is clear from preſent experience, P 
that the bare . of dhe * FAR 


the age is very corrupt: For when. was 


deavours. Princes muſt therefore ſupply 
this defect by a vigorous exerciſe of that 


By making it every man's intereſt and ho- 
nour to cultivate religion 


C which "ney: ſhould wt 9 in their 


. 140) 
will not have any mighty influence wer 


there ever a better Prince on awake 
than the preſent Queen. I do not talk of 

her talent for Government, her love of 
che people, or any other qualities that a are 
purely regal, but her piety, eharity, tem- 


perance, conjugal love, and . erng 


other virtues - do moſt adorn a private life, 


wherein, without queſtion or flattery, ſhe 


hath no ſuperior. Vet neither will it be 


 fatire, nor peeviſh invective, to affirm, . 
that infidelity and vice are not much di- 


miniſhed ſince her eoming to the Crown, 


nor will, in probability, till more effectual- 


remedies are provided. Thus human na- 
ture ſeems to ly under &his diſadvantage, 75 
that the example alone of a vicious Prince 

wilt in time corrupt an age, but the ex- 
ample alone of a good one, will not be - 
fufficient to reform it without further en- 


authority which the law hath left them. 


and virtue, by. , 
rendering vice a diſgrace, and the certain 
ruin to preferment, or pretenſions. All 


own 


'( "nag 5) 


own Courts and families. For example, 
might not the Queen's domeſtics. of the 
middle and lower ſort, be - obliged, upon 
penalty of ſuſpenſion, or loſs of their em- 
ployment, to a conſtant weekly attend- 
ance on the ſervice of the Church, and to 
a decent behaviour in it; to receive the 
Sacrament; to avoid ſwearing, and irreli- 
gious Profane diſcourſes, and to the ap- 
pearance, at leaſt, of temperance and cha- 
ſtity? Might not the care of all this be 
committed to the ſtrict inſpection of pro- 
per officers? Might not thoſe of higher 
rank, and nearer acceſs to her Majeſty, 
receive her own commands to the ſame 
purpoſe, and be countenanced, or disfa- 
voured, according as they obey ? Might 
not the Queen lay her injunctions on the 
Biſhops, and other great men of undoubt- 
ed piety, to make diligent inquiry, and 
give her notice, if any perfon about her 
ſhould happen to be of libertine principles, 
or morals ?. Might not all thoſe who enter 
upon any office, in her Majeſty's ſervice, be 
obliged to take an oath parallel with that 
againſt Simony, which is adminiſtered to 
the Clergy? It is not. to be doubted, 
but that if thoſe, or the like proceedings, 
were OE obſerved, n and religion 
would 


| try. But if the like methods were pur- 
ſued as far as pofſible with regard to thoſe 
who are in the great employments of State, 
it i is hard to conceive how general 2 re: 


wouid foon become e court vir 
tues; and be taken up as the only methods 


to get or keep employments there, which. 
alone would have mighty influence upon 


of the Nobility and principal Gent 


formation they might in time produce 


among us. For if piety and virtue were 
once reckoned qualifications neceſſary to 
Preferment, every man thus endowed, 
when put into: great ſtations, would. readis. 
iy imitate the Queen's example in the 


diſtribution of all offices in his diſpoſal; 


_ eſpecially if any apparent tranſgreflion, | 
through favour or partiality, would be im- 


puted to him for a. miſdemeanor, by which. 


he muſt certainly forfeit his favour and 
tation; ; and their being fuch great num- 
bers in employment, ſcattered through. 


every town and county in this kingdom; 
if all theſe were examplary in the conduct 


of their lives, things would ſoon take a. 
new face, and religion receive a mighty 
encouragement. Nor would the public 
welfare be be leſs advanced, fince, of nine- 


offices in ten that are ill. executed, the de- 


but an common. uy N 


objection would not be very ſeaſanabiy 


offered at preſent, becauſe it is perhaps ton 


juſt a reflection, that, in the diſpoſal of 
Places, the queſtion, | Whether 2 perſen 
be fit for what he is recommended to, is 


generally che laſt thing that. js thought 


upon, or regarded! 
- 4. Lhave often imagined that ſomething 
parallel to the office of cenſors, anciently 
in Rome, would be of mighty uſe among 
us, and could be eaſily limited from running 


into any exorbhitancies. The Romans un- 


derſtood liberty as well as we, and were 


as jealous of it, and upon every occaon 


as bold aſſertors; yet 1 do not remember 
to have read any cent complaints of the 
buſes in that office, among them, but 
many admirable effects of it are left upon 


record. There are ſeveral pernicious 


vices frequent and notorious among us; 
chat eſcape or elude the puniſhment of 


any law at all againft them: Such as athe» 
iſm. drunkenneſs, fraud, avarice, and ſe. a 


by this inſtitution, 


veral others, which, 


| _xF regulated, might be W rem. 


eee 


ployment for which religion diſqualiſies 
any man; and, if it did, 1 doubt the 
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ged to take their yearly circuit for that 
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4 Suppoſe, for example, itinerary com- 
miſſioners Wee appointed to inſpect eve- 
ry where throughout the kingdom, into 


the conduct (at leaſt) of men in office, 


with reſpect to their morals and religion, 
as well as their abilities, to receive the 
complaints and informations that ſhould 
be offered againſt them, and make their 


report here upon oath to the Court, or to 


the Miniſtry, who ſhould reward or puniſh - 
accordingly. I avoid entering into the 
particulars of this, or any other ſcheme, 
which, coming from a private hand, 
might be liable to many defects, but 
would ſoon be digeſted by the wiſdom of 
the nation, and ſurely L. 6008 a-year' 
would not be ill laid out among as many 
Commiſſioners, duly qualified, who, in 
three diviſions, ſhould be perſonally obli- 


purpoſe. But this is beſide my preſent 
deſign, which was only to ſhew what de- 
gree of reformation is in the power of the 

Queen, without the interpoſition of the 
Legiſlature, and which her Majeſty is, 
without queſtion, obliged in conſcience to 
endeavour by her authority, as Wen as 


the doth by her practice. 


It will be eaſily Sranted, that the er- 
ample 


16. 0 


ample of this great city. bath a ad in- 
fluence over the whole kingdom; and it 
is as manifeſt, that the city is equally in- 
fluenced by the Court and the Miniſtry, 
ang thoſe Whg, by their employ ments, or 
their hopes, depend upon them, Now, if 
under ſo excellent a Princeſs s as the preſent 
Queen, we would ſuppoſe. A family ſtrictly 
mn 181 Js Ave eh propoſed, a Mi- 
where Sxery fingle perſon was of 
d ele Pity ;—if we thoyld ſoppoſe 
all great offices of State and law filled al- 
ter. the ſame manner, aud with ſuch as 
a were equally. diligent in chuſing perſons, 
7 Who, in ; th I's ſeveral. ſubordinations, would 
be ohliged to follow the example of their 
| Luperiors, under the penalty of loſs of fa- 
our and place ; will not every body grant, 
4 that the empire of vice and irreligion 
would ſoon be deſ troyed. within this me- 
[tropolis, ... and. receive 2, terrible bloß, 
through the whole inland, which hath ſo 
great an intercourſe with it, and ſo much 25 
affects to follow its faſhions. For if reli- 
gion were once underſtood to be the ne- 
ceſſary ttep. to. favour and. preferment, « can 
it be imagined that any would openly; of- 
fend againſt, it, who, had the leaſt. regard 


EE 


is bis FRO Hans. There is no, qua g 
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To contrary to 260 nature hich men ei- 
not affect and put on upon occafion, In 
= order to ſerve-an intereſt, or gratify a pre- 
UVBialling paſſion. The proudeſt man will 
F perſonate humility, the mörofeſt Kürn to 
flatter; the lazieſt will be ſedtelous anti 
33 active, where he is in purſuit of what he 

. Hath much at heart; How ready therefore 
| would moſt men be, to ſtep rity the patitis 
of virtue and piety, if they anfalſibly tead 
to favour and pre referent? "if 'fweativg | 

1 and profaneneſs, ſcandalous and avowed 
mt tewdneſs, exceſſive gamitig and intemper. 
ance, were a little AGleouftenainesd in tlie 
army, I cannot readily ſee hat U eonfe- 

quence could be apprehended. If gentfe. 
men of that profeon were at leaſt 6b. 
ged to ſome external decorum in their 
conduct, or even if a profligate life and 
Bri] character were not a means of ackvunce- 
be ment, and the appearance &f piety a moſt 
x00 infallible Hinderince, it is ittipoſſible the 
7 Q corruptions there ſhould be fo whiverſal 
* and exorbitant. I have been affured dy 
1 ſeveral officers, that no troops abrbad are 
ſo ill diſciplined as the Englim, chich 
cannot well be otherwiſe, white "the com- 
mon ſoldiers have perpetually before their 


eyes the vicious example of * their W 
and 
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mit any crime whereof. theſe. are not ipfi- 


nitely more ee with far els wn, 


tation. 

45 15 18 commonly F upon the 
gentlemen of the army, that the beaſtly 
vice of drinking to exceſs. hath been lately, 
from their example, reſtored, among us, 


which, for ſome years before, was almoſt 


dropt in England ; but. whoever 170 intro- 


ducerz were, they. bave ſucceeded to a 


miracle, many of, the young Nobili ane 
Gentry, are already become great profi- - 


cients, - and are under no manner of con- 


cern to hide theis talent, but are got. be- 


yond. all. ſenſe of ſhame, or fear f r 


proach. This might ſoon be remedied, 
if the Queen would think fit to declare, 


chat no young perſons of qvality whatſo- 
ever, who was notoriouſly. given to that, - 
any other vice, ſhould. be candle. of 
ber favour, or even. admitted into her 


gr. 


preſence; with poſitive command to ber 
Miniſters, and others in great office, to 
eat them in the fame, manner; after 
which. all men who had apy regar yl by 
| their reputation. 8 any En of rer 
ferment, hie Wwaid their commerce, 

0 1 wake that vice ſo' 
ſcandalous, 


anch it. is hardly, poſſible for thoſe. ts com- 


ee * 
* 0 


Its." 


care, beſides the indecent and prophane 
a paſſages. Beſides the perpetual turning in- 

to ridicule” the very function of che prieſt- | 
hood, with other irregularities in, moſt 


- objected to, it is worth obſerving, the 
diſtributive juſtice of the authors, which 


as well as to the practice of dramatic 
Poets in all ages and countries. For ex- 
ample, a country ſq ſquire Who is Te} 
ed with no other vice but that"of- being a 
down, and having the pro 
upon his tongue, which is f 
nor in his power to remedy, muſt be con- 


ed chamber-maid. On the other hand, 4 
rake. hell of the ten, whoſe chüfäcker 18 
ſet off with no Sthbl zee 
| 283 ive * * and, in- 


Ci) 


combats? Wat chöle who! Gould be "rant 
ane, would at leaſt endeavour: to A 


* The reformation of the Sta e alſo is 
in the 'power of the Queeh, 3 ue in the 7 
conſequences it has upon the Wings oft the 
people, doth very well deſerve her ſtricteſt 


modern comedies, Which have been often 0 


18 conſtantly applied to the uniſhment of | 
virtue, and the reward bf vice ;iretly 
oppoſite to the rules of their delt critics} 
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vincial accent 
ielther 2 fault; 
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demned to marry à caſt wench, or 2 cra 


ampfihment, but 
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temperance, and-luſt, is- rewarded with a 
lady of great fortune to repair his On 
which 7 vices had almoſt ruined. And 
as in A tragedy, the hero. is repreſented to 
have obtained many victories, 18- order to 
raiſe his character in the minds of the 
ſpectators, ſo the hero of a comedy is re., 
preſented to have been, victorious ja all, his. 
intrigues for the ſame. reaſon," 1 do. not. 
remember that our Engliſh poets ever ſuf- 
fered à criminal amour to ſucgeed upon 
the Stage till the reign of Charles II. Ever: 
ace that time, the alderman, is made a ; 
. cuckold, the deluded virgin is debauchy | . 
ed, and adultery. and fornication. are ſup= A 
poſed to be committed behind the ſcenes.- 
As part of the actien, theſe, and many 
more corruptions of the Theatre, peculiar 
to our age and nation, need continue no: 
longer than while the Court is content to 
connive at, or neglect them. Surely a pen 
K would not be ill employed on ſome 
men of wit, learning. and virtue, who. 
- have power to ſtrike out every of- 
fenſive and unbecoming paſſage from plays 
already, written, as well as thoſe that may. 
be offered to the Stage for the future z. 
by which, and other wiſe regulations the: 
Theatre might, Went +: AY: eee, 
SS © 
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and uſeful averſion, - inſtead ok b 1 
ſcandal and reproach wo our ee 
country. 64:16 % itt be. . 
he propoſals 1 9580 kia made 
for r le advancement of religion: and mo- 
ty are ſuch as come within- the reach 
of adminiſtration, ſuch as a pious, active 
prince, with à ſteady reſolution, mighs; | 
„ ſoon bring to effect. Neither am 1 aware: 
„ of any objections to be raiſed againſt what: | 
1 I have advanced, vnleſs it ſhould be 
E thought, that making religion a neceſſary 
ep to intereſt and favour, might increaſe 
 Hypocrify among us, and I readily. believe 
it would; but if one in twenty mould be 
brought over to true piety by this or the 
like methods, and the other nineteen de 
anly hypocrites, the advantage vould Rt 
be great. Beſides, hypocriſy is much 
more eligible than open-infidetity and vice. 
It wears the livery of religion ; it acknow- 
{ ledgeth her authority, —is cautious of giv- 
By: - ing -— APP Nay, a long continued di- 
Ml guiſc is too great a conſtraint upon human 
V nature, eſpecially upon Engliſh di ſpoſ- 
. tions. Men would leave off their vices 
i out of mere wearineſs rather than under- 
gos the: toil and hazard, and, perhaps, the 
Wo Nn of ag them.! in pyivate;; and 
e * 


e 
L:bedlieve it is often with religion 28 r 2 
love, which, 299 much e becames 2} 
real. k F „2 
All e er projects to this: great: end 4 
have . bitherto incffeQual ; lat 43 
againſt immorality' have not been exccur 9 
ted, and: proclamations, eccaſionally jfſued 
ont to inforce them, are wholly:unarogaed= —« 
ed as things of form. But that ſocne ef 
fecrual attempt ſhould be made towand. 
ſuch a reformation is, perhaps, more ne- 
ceffary than people: commonly. apprehend ;: 
' becauſe the ruin of: à State is often pb 
Gene pump. on, | +4 1 
ners, and contempt of r n e T 4 
— our 2 at preſent. 
Neither is this a matter do be 1 
vod til} 2 more convenient tine af peace- 
and leifure. A reformation in mens faith 
and morals is the deſt naturak as well: as: 
religious means, eicher to bring; war to a 
good conclufion, or every to preſerve: the 
bleſGngs. af peace; ade; i men in 
truſt performed their R for conſcaence- 
fake, affairs would nat fuffer through 1 
fraud, falſehood, and neglec as they now: | q 
_ perpetually do; and. if they bdlieved 2. ol 
God and his providence, and acted ac : 
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Crown appear, upon any octaſion, in a 
gr ter luſtre, either to foreigners: or ſab. 
jects, than by an adminiſtration, which, 
producing. ſuch great effects, would: diſco- 
wer fo much power; and power being tho 
natural appetite of princes, a limited mo-—- 
narch cannot ſo well gratify it in * 
thing as a ſtrict execution of the Jiws. _ 
The many corruptions at preſent i in 
every branch of buſineſs are almoſt incon- 
ceivable ; but what remedy can be” found 
i bu ſuenrisb like ours for fuch grie- 
vances, but to bring religion into counter | 
nance,” and encourage thoſe, who, from 
the hope of future reward, and dread of 
future puniſhment, will . moved to. 
act with juſtice and inte ; 


miss net tobe accompliſhes: oY 
[il other way than by introducing religion 
as much as poſſible: to be the turn and fa- 
ſhion of the age; which only lies in the 
power of adminiſtration; the Prince, 
with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs regulating the | 
Court, the M iniſtry, and other perſons in 
great employment; and theſe, by their 
| example and authority, W all who 
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| tain, that Atl 'reformat 
ried on in this great city would, in time, 


1 * 5 e 
FOR on meu. „dt isib˙ 
matten ſuecenfuhy cars 


ſpread itfelf - over the Whole dom. 


Since moſt of the conſiderable Fran, paſs: 


: power of z Prince, limited like ours, by a 
ſtrict executior 


* 
| * r ur » Ms... 


here that ſeaſon of their lives wherein the: 
. ſtrongeſt imp 
to im prove education; or advance their 
fortune; and thoſe among them who re- 


tion and pr 


the example” ef ohe wicket”! 
| bring%s back! to our 


ITY effions: are made, in order | 


turn into their ſeveral countries; aræ ſure 
to be followed and imitated ab che g zenera 
pattern ' of wit and good breeding 
„And if things were once in this ein; 


that is, if virtue and religion were eſta- 


bliſhed' as the Ja mag f titles to reputa- 
ferment; and if vice and inf. 
dekty were not only loaden with infamy, 
but made the tofallible ruin of all mens“ 
pretenſions, our duty, by becoming our 
mtereſt; would take root in our natuves, 


and mix with the very genius of our 


people; ſo that it word not de eaſy for 


3 "BR 
ene P' have cotifitied myſelf (as it is be- 


fore obſerved) to theſe methode, for the 


advancement of piety; which are im the 


| of the Jaws in W W 
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to offend in any of the crimes afore- 


11 
* 


7 And we do beey⸗ aner . 


and command every miniſter in his wy | 
ſpective pariſh church, or -chapel, t 

read, or cauſe-to be read; this our Pro. 
clamation, at leaſt four times in every. 
year, immediately after L Divine Service, 
and to incite, and ſtir up their reſpec- 


tive auditors to the practice of piety 
and virtue, and the r- 


morality and prophaneneſs,  - | 


% And'to. the end that all vice and de- 


bauchery may be prevented, and reli. 


private. ſoldiers, mariners, and others 


who are employed in our ſervice, ' by. 
| ſea: ovland; we do een 221 | 
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practiſed by all officers, . 


20 
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n 3 


„ and command all n e > 
«5 and en, nee they do - 
ae? care to avoid. all prophaneneſs, 
erer ee and other immoralities, 
thei cir ow good and vi 

« ons 5 and converſation, they do ſet 
% good examples to all ur as are under 
their care and authority; and likewiſe 
take care of, and inſpe@:the behaviour 
0 of all ſuch as are undey; r 4 and pwr 


22 W eee ee 
Na anſwerable for the W's | 


416: Giyen/ at vr! Court e Jamar, 
5 . „ apth. year. of ohe eien, 25 8 e 110 s 
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An dat Lids Hom Wee e the diſ- 
Ren preceding the Royal Prodamation, 
all that ever ſhalt in future bel offered an 
that ſubject, together with the ſubſtance 
of the faid Proclamation. itſelf, is fully 
ſummed up, and contained in the follow- 
ing texts. — Jer. xvii. 7, 8, 9, 10. At 
What inſtant I hall ſpeak concerning a 
2 nation, and concerning a kingdom, to 
. en e and to OOO: and to 
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12 hn If that nation aguiuſt Si 
< I have pronounced, turn from their 
evil I will repent of the evil I thought 
to do unto them! And at what in- 
Þ _- << Mant I mall ſpeak concerning à nation, 
„ and concerning a kingdom, to build 
Wi | „% and to plante it, if it do evil in my 
fight, that it obey not my voice, than 
* 1+will) repent of the good. wherewith 
5 I faid 1 would benefit them,? 
1 If we would give equal credit to 
5 [= Word of the God of truth, as we would | 
to the werd of an honeſt man, what need a 


we any further queſtion, but that He will 
. deal with us expreſtly according to . 
i  tcnor af this his Word ; or according to 
i our future conduct towards Him. And 
| as the whole of bis purpoſe to us ward 
may be gathered from his Word, ſo much 
of his mind may be learned from the diſ- 
penſations of his Providence towards us. 
if then adverſe diſpenſations are | appoitft- 
ed, fuch as the ſword, bad feaſons, famine, 
1 epidemical diſtempeis, or peſtilence, which 
do his Word aſſures us, are the three fore 
| - Afſcourges/he makes uſe of, to puniſn a 
1 guilty nation, — if, I ſay, we are exer- 
ciſed with either of theſe, it. is a ſure toi h 


ken of the Divine diſpleaſure on-ccopnt ' 


1M 143 * 5 


I an but favourable diſpenſation, are. 
not to be admitted a8 proofs, that be is 


well pleaſed wich us, or that he has n 1 


ground of controverſy. To learn the 
true language of ſuch favourable diſpenſa- 


tions, we muſt go · to his Word, and from 
it learn, that, if- under theſe external. fa- 


yours we are ſtill perſiſting in our impeni- 


tent courſes; ſuch favours are only ſome . 
notification, of his goodneſs ſent. for a 


time, in order to ſee whether his good- 
neſs will lead us to repentance; and there - 
fore ſuch favours for a time continued, 


are only the effects of Bis darling attribute, 
to wit, Divine mercy, ſtruggling with Di- 
vine juſtice; anti that moving and re nos. 


tic words is the genuine language of ſuch 


fayoured diſpenſations. How ſhall 1,give. 


thee up, O England! How ſhall I deliver 
thee Scotland! How. ſhall I make thee 


8 
— 


_ as Admah? How ſet. thee as Zeboim. 4 


Mine heart is, turned within me; my re- 


pentings are kindled together. 21 will 
not. execute the fierceneſs of mine anger. = 


1 will not return to deſtroy. Britain 3 for 
L am God, and not man. And if⸗ they”. 
will humble themſelves, and return to 6 
with their Whole heart, I will not enter in- 
tere Kain but as its friend. ö San Was 


de 


1 | 


C94) 


" the: 1 
withdrawing the ſword in the late Ameri- 


: | ed; yet did he take vengeance on our in- 
1 | . ventiens, while he ſuffered: us (the invents 


| tors) to eſcape. He manifeſted. his high : 
- difpleaſure, to let us ſer the weakneſs 
of the beſt human councils, and mut 


ſtretch of human wiſdem, una 
Y divine; by the loſs of thirteen kno pro- 
FF _ —- - vinces, many millions of treaſure, and ma- 
up thouſand lives. What then, Will the 
| | ſons of fair Britannia exclaim againſt the 
wiſdom of her councils," the conduct 1 
her miniſters, | the oourage. her com- 
manders, and the bravery of her ſeamen 
and troops, and arraign the defects of 
theſe; as the root of all her misförtunes? 
Remember, my Friends, not the defect o 

theſe, but your ſins and mine, the joins 

iniquities of the whole land, is the root of © 

al our misfortunes, whether of a public 
vr private nature. It was then the fins 
{ . of Great Britain baffled all her ceuncils, 
. overthrew her 
c umres, and rent her territories in pieces; 


nitent courſes, hating to be e we 
_ mo no Vetter: — e 
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of. his eee ahnen! ** 


can War, before our ruin was accompliſn · | 


er armies, ſcattered her trea- 
and while we continue in the ſame impe 


. 1 £5 8 


5 
* for the 22 
purpoſes before recited, to reclaim us | 
our wickedneſs, and lead ws 0 repent · 
ance, be was pleaſed, in the midſt of ior 
8 us one uncommoniy rich in the 
year 1784, to keep us from extremity, 
and ſave us from utter ruin. But What yy N 
effects has it produced? Are we not ſtill! 
the ſame? Still unreclaimed. Does „ 
the preſent diſpepſations of his Providence . 
ſay ſo? Is/the not again filling all his di- 
penſations with marks of anger, threat» ; 
ned in the ſeaſons, threatned with the | 
ſword, -threatned in ſeveral parts with epi- 
demical diſtemperz. If in none of al! 
theſe-we will hear the rod, and Him tha. | 
has appointed ät, need we to. wonder if „ | 
che next vice ſhould fay, Cut her down, 
why cumbereth ſhe: the ground? if then 
we would wiſh t hear better tidings, 
and things that accompany our ſafety and 
progparity if to ee. wiſdom, ſhining, * 

; councils, conduct in our min 5 
courage in our commanders, and ſirength 
in choſe that turn the battle from our 
S e wauld; not, hy aur on. u- 
corrigible wickednefs, impeſe 3 fatal ne- 
. iy; in Our councils, ang 
ö n | +0 


war S War.“ 


| 
| 
| 


J \ 


(is). 


overthrow vr” our arinies, let us lay the ar 
wo, time to the root of all our miſeries, 


n puſhin g forward by every poſſible 
hilt towards a national reformation. 
We have every poſſible encouragement for 
that purpoſe, namely, To piety and good 


Morals. The univerſal Sovereign, from 


whoſe unmeaſureable bounty e receive 


all we hold dear, ſays, Piety hath the 


promiſe, — the promiſe of the good things 


of this life, and of that which is tò come. 
His illuſtrious Vicegerent on Britain's aw- | 
ful throne ſays, We will upon all - occaſi- 
ons diſtinguiſh perſons of piety and vir- 
tue by marks of our Royal Favour. And 5 
even the intereſt of poſterity, the young 
and ning generation, ought powerfully 


to influence us in this important buſineſs. 


"Who, that is poſſeſſed of the tender feel- 
'3ngs of a parent's heart in behalf of their 


dearly beloved offspring, that would not 


preſs forward by every poſſible means to 


ſave from ruin that State, and forward 
its proſperity, on which their children do 


o much depend, when themſelves are 


gone hence, and are no more. If there- 


fore the welfare of ourſelves and ichildren 
In time, and the joint happineſs of, both 


when time is no more, can have their due 


W 10 influence, 
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influence, we will certainly break throu 
to ſecure ſuch rtant 
ends; which, when obtained, will ever- 
more be found the ſureſt way to ſecure a. 


„ 


13 LIT 


4 Z a N F * - 4 
- -3 4 4 - "& . , A s. * 
# .F $2 17 44 812. 4 
n 1 4 1 4 : 
1 7 1 N 

N £% 8 4 * ? * Jig 1 2 = 3 2 1 q g . 
TORN. $7 2083G! ON, STEPS eine 


. 
7 
7 


* 


Moy einne 1 29177 110 n 5 5 e 
4 4 * 1 re 
ol 4 x j 


* 


y . 
22 „ „ „ = = S 3 r 


* 

* * 1 

os * 
9 

+5" yt URS AY nnr: . — dg * 

1 SY . 3 45 © e 8 . SER - 7 8." 64d oa FP 5 

5 * WF? 41 LAS * 1 * 7 1 * * Þ 3 4 1 1 2 = £ * r < 5 * . 4 id ; 

4% = * * 0 — +2 2 &y + - , "4 2.x %. 7, x 4 3 4 7 1 > — F * 5 4 * 2 N 

7 1 , * MSF; EF . 4 . : Tg © 


5 * 1 
"TP x . ? *” % „ 8 4 2 55 5 — ( „ 
eee 1 7 1 15 +4 4-.% en 0 "1,1 N 
Hi nnn e nenn 
f ” 2 4 Eo <p 75 TE 2 - 1 LE =” 92 


er 0! ik 1g) e welt e e 
„ l . 1 ante IN. 1500 e 
HEI. E ADDRESS | 
| 70 THE 
Rivhe Honourable the Lands 1 Gentle 

men Proprietors of the Landed Intereſt 
of Allen Britain; 1335 | | 
1 Noble and Muftriows Lords, INF 1 b 


*HIS once blifsfel ifland your j j0int 
property and native ſoil, the Em- 
. of the ocean, — he tertor and delight 
of the ſurrounding nations, —even fair 
Britannia ſtretches out her hand to you 
for help. It gives the moſt ſenſible di- 
ſtreſs of mind to all true lovers of their” 
native country, to behold the conſtantly , 
increaſing depopulation of this once great 
and mighty. but now declining empire, 


through emigrations of the poorer ſort to 


ſettlements abroad, the conſtantly increaſ- 


— ing luxury « of the rich at home, the extra- 
vagant price of all ſorts of proviſions, the 


amazing load of our public 11 0 wy heavy 
| | taxes 


7 


is 
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taxes conſequent thereon the 1 miſmanage- 
ment of, ;and-opprefſion HRP? the 5 
intereſt. We are ſoxry to ind.th f ſe me-. 
lancholy truths too well F y t "i | 
— teſtimonies of. ſeveral able and Tide -k 
writers,. particularly Dr Price, in his Pre- | 
ſent State of Population, in England and 
- Wales, From authentic accounts. recited & 
in this. eflay, the following. particu ars 
ſkem-to to be proved; That the number of- ths 
N idhabitants in by and Wales cannot 


That. the num I ber of- Tones of the 12 
ſort hac art „ 2 2255 ir aud 0 
277%, from 436, IN 
in. 500 5 


PPS 
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. loving gar es,—the, iner cre MS. FR 
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KT to! gut ſettlements abroad, A 
| particularly ta, the Eaſt and Weft indes, — 
the en, rolling. of farms, the high Price 
of provilions, — but above” all the Intreafe 
of Juxury,. and of our. pub! ic debts. and 
taxes. A. is 8 ks the depopu⸗ 


„ to 1 hs Ns 3 ach hs oftler to 
Moftrate this, an Acboünt is ern "6f "the 
number and increaſe" bf The inbbifatits il 
| ſome European kingdoms; and particulars 2 

| I i in France, x where it ap eats, that the 

inhabjtants cannot be 4 ler number 
than 25 millions, and that the anne 
* exceed the anna cke aths'4 ſeventh. 
The a vera; 0 of the former, fot five 


br eb 1775 „ havin} ny bebn 9 28,978, 
and' of the Tatts Tr Hes 1. Aber ep 


nong. us, Dt BR Een halls tie NS. 
the fllowing words 1 „Thus ithappily- 
hg g 9 n fe chunt y 


© . 5 1 and ich e par 
T9 1 tho 
* E #7 _ i ra 2 2 
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65 181 1 
11 aſt 20 years 4 


« Anothey' foreign 
0 ſtrengt 


„ heavy en out p ulation, is encreuſing 
OP than eber aa 


6 ſources of a State. ſo." anticipdti 


kinchsf 


= may⸗ be reebvered with iegoveditg 
c great. advantages 1 he 
events Gvertaken us yet but! ehe 
Orackes'6f Truch es providde' a 
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ſequent thereon- The beſt wineehy of, 
Alf thele evils We. Bnd-Fecorded; fer xvill, 
5 265 910. 4 Ax le 40 


Weile concerning a nation reid c 


83. 


: proferit arb fink, | 
ing under new difficulties; The moſt 
„ valuable of our dependencies are. loſt. x 
War 18 begun, 155 Our 
His waſting; and at the ſume dime 
that load of debt, which bas preſſed ſo 


Never were ehe 1e 
da, 
% morkgaged. Never before did itapru - 
% Genc and extravagance bring à great 
kingdom into ſach perl. Theſe me- 
y truths are wetthy of your Lord- 
Nan most, ſerieuns attention 1 än, if 

upon in time, an we hate yet 


e has ne Aifaπỹi.u, | 


dy, whether it refet tu“ the g greateſt : 
able che anger of the Lord or che ſecent 
cauſes, namely, Our folly and milcondurt - 


en Wan 


* 
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e a n n thy Pluck up, a0 to 
ee e ee 4 — | 
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& ,ged;;;turn from their eyily, I, will repent 
* ef the evil I thought todo unto them. 
2 And at what inſtant I.,ſhall . ſpeak. con- 


4 cerning a nation; and concerning a 
«kingdom, to build, and to plant it; if 


5 .« it do evil in my ſight, that it.obey not 


% my voice, then I. will repent of 
8 good wherewith I ſoa * auld: bench 


99 
1 46 them. 7 7 2 Y ay 1 615 | <7 1 bo 


Again, iſa. & Learn to-do wellz. ſeek. 
s judgement -;: relieve - the . oppreſſed ;. 


judge the fatherleſs ;. plead for the wk 
* dow. If, you be willing and obedient, 
% yei ſhall eat of the 


29d} of ;-the 1125 
00 but if ye refuſe and xebel, ye ſhall 

-4 dovoured by the ſword, for atk 
4 of the Lord hath ſpoken it. Thus, my 


„ Lende that Sovereign Majeſty, who, n 
a man, that He ſhould lie, nor the ſon of 
man that He; ſhauld repent,, hath clearly 
pointed out our ſin, and the danger conſe- 
quent thereon, our duty, and the bleſ- 
iings that ſhall. affuredly. follow. „What 
tten follows, my. Lords, but that you, n 
'bly; exert your princely powers towands 2 — N 
general reform. From among. your, nut- 
trious number progeeds the great Council 


of the nation; ſo that no needful power 


is wanting toward this e reform. 


132 7 i ; Two 
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"Ib iheinelp at branches; of which” whe 
- extermination; of oppreſſion from the land- 
ed interoſt, cc. and à far more vigorous 
extrtion of the civil power for ſuppreſſing 
vice and immorality, and for. encouraging 
religion , and virtue. Among the Jews 
de finding ſin ſo grievobily complained of 
as chein oppreſſtons, aid no- ſin againſt 
which: move: grievous judgements are der 
hounced; | We beartidy; wiſh: we could 
ſay, that aun fin is dowas rampant amongſt | 
us now as; among the *Jews' of eld 0 
that it were not tod eafily bo be ſeen in 
its direful conſequences in this oppreſſed 
State, Thouſands itt their:exceſfive opn- 
Jerice ud abutdance wallowmg mall 
| maunei vf, extefful Fg abominatorts, 
while three times as many thoufatids, as 
the final reward of all their Iervices; as 
dieaſts of burden to the fteſt, through dire 
oppreſſion, poverty and want, ure fnkiog- 
inte the loweſt abyſs of earthly. mile ry, 
who would be glad of the cr that 
Fall from the teeth of their e 
Every ſacceeding war dragging forth their. 
uneducated; unprincipled ſons, Iike | ge, 
boa the! fchoot of: vice; the army add 
Ebery ſucceeding. peace, ſending 
Home their TE and troops withott 
: * 4 


n Ry 7 4 
e NN ee en eee. * „ f w Co p 


place, that hundreds having: turned out to 


3 


6 058 0 


callings, 40 Without penſiohz to 6M the 
country with troops of beggars: and rob. 


bers, where, after having robbed and mur- 
1 troop 8. wy innocent poco the next 


the tallows. "Trek 
The army and 1550 Weile eee 


their part, to- furniſh the tragical ſcenes, 
up comes next a troop: of | hard-fated ſons 


from the landed intereſt, from their ruined 
farms, ſhort leaſes, and oppreſſive heights ; 
and ſeldom having it in their power to 


ſell the neceſſaries of life upon ſuch terms 
as the poor tradeſmen and labourers were 
able to buy, and all means ſpent and: pa- 


tience tired out, 2 fatal rieceflity takes 


beg, the reſt, having paſſed through the 
accuſtomed forms, proceed forward in 
Proceſſion to uphold the general Nan 


on the ignominious trees. 


All we have yet related; my Loris; a 
not the ten thouſand part of the fatal con- 
ſequences of oppreſſion ; for when 3 


through oppreſſion, find themſelves not 


able to live by ordinary inquſtry, they 


muſt now devote their whole ſouls and 


time to the purſuit of à worldly intereſt. 
Hence. 3 are * ta forget God, to for- 


N | ORG 
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get Chriſt and * they vl | 


were once taught, that the few uncertain 
days or years of their abede here conſti- 
tutes their ene ſtate, and accord- 
ing as it is ſpent, ſo muſt it fare with 


them for ever; they ho were taught to 


worſhip God, to read his word, to medi- 


tate therein day and night, to talk of his 


word to their children and -domeſtics, —as 


they ſit in their houſes, or walk by the 


way, or riſing up, or lying down, are, 
by oppreſſion, ſo deeply immerſed in the 


purſuit of à worldly intereſt, that they 
too often betray their ſouls; and the ſouls 


of their children, to their eternal ruin, 


May the Lord of Heaven and Earth diſ- 


poſe your Lordſhips to look out in time, 


and to bring im a ſovereign remedy for 
this God provoking fin. There are thou- 
ſands of your princely names, that, with | 
deepeſt abhorrence, would reje&, the un- 
righteous gains of oppreſſion, that are 


poſſeſſed of every noble and benevolent 
virtue that can adorn the human ſoul; 


but there are others, whoſe; meaſures pro- 
duce many of thoſe, diſmal effacts we do 
10 ardently deplore, concerning whom. we 


would: ſay, a few; uncertain, days or years. 
will ſoon end; the trifling diſtinction hic 
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els own miſeries, from which: your 
Lordſhips alone can deliver chem. But 
What ſhall be done to ſave hem from 
_ __ _— well as "ow ee, m- 


866 

nt Swe n ang 

poory when” we: ſhall ſtand with them up? 
on even ground. If we were once arri · 
ved at the houſe appointed for all living, 
there the wicked ſhall ceaſe from; trou- 
bling, and there the weary be at neſt. 
There the priſoners of death zeſt together. 


They hear not the cry of the oppreſſor. 
And now, my Lords, Lnge the cauſe of 


facred truth and juſtice requires noileſs at 
our hands, let us duly advert to this well 


known truth, when ſpeaking concernirig the 
grievous oppreſſions that prevail upon 


the landed intereſt, that nine- tenths of 
their oppreſſions flow from tbemſclyes: 
What numbers have I not witneſſod, ruſh- 
ing into the preſence of their noble maſters 
with moſt unaccountable, and heedleſs 
impetuoſity, in queſt of their neighbaurs 


poſſeſſions ; and when the ſtricteſt orders 


was given, that none ſhould make ſuch 


offers às would not leave them decent 
Pread for themſelves, yet nothing oould 
R till both. parties were involved in 


e general” ruin. Thus they lens 


ſters? 


(157 J 


ſters? Verily, my Lords, with alt poſſible 

ſubmiſſion te your ſuperior and princely 
viſdoms, I can ſee their deliverance in no- 
thing ſhert of a perpetuity. And even 
although we ſhould grant their maſters 


to be wholly ignorant in their ſufferings, 


yet not innocent too in refuſing a remedy; 
and until that take place, ſome maſters 
will take the advantage of their folly and 


indiſcretion, and put the cap-ſtone upon 


thoſe miſeries they have ſo largely laid in 
for themſelves. Concerning which ma- 


ſters I would only ſay, 1. My Lords, What 


can theſe poor great ones mean ? Or what 


has befallen them? who would be eſteem- 


ed learned, wiſe, reaſonable, and juſt, 
yet has not learned how unwiſe, unrea- 
ſonable, and unjuſt they are to their own 
ſouls ; that, for the ſake of a few uncer- 
tam days or years ſpent in the wretched 
purſuit of ten thouſand: times more than 
enough, that, for this, they ſhould riſk 
an eternity of heavenly joys, by ſpreading 
deſolation and miſery far and wide around 


them while they remain in time. The 
moſt exquiſite learning is but blundering 
ignorance, the moſt conſummate and finiſh- 
ed wiſdom is but: folly and madneſs, which 
_ not —— their ſtudents theſe twogreat 

9 truths, 
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namely, That the * enticed: 
iverſe; with all the pleaſures, | riches, ! 
and bonus with which it abounds; - put 
the poſſeſſion of one man, is utterlx 
inſufficient to ſatisfy the cravings of one 
üntzle ſoul endowed with immortality; 


and that the favour of the ſupreme Maje- 
ſty, in and through the great Redeemer, 
Huis Son, is the only ſure oor ſolid found- 


ation of all happineſt i in this world, and 4 
of endleſs felicity in that which is to 


. come. How then, my Lords, can thoſe. ; 
great ones, Who look for a perpetuity. of 
bliſs hereafter, refuſe their poor, tenants a | 


perpetuity of the comforts of this life? 


And, How can thoſe who look for dell. 


verance from a perpetuity of miſery here. 
after, refuſe; their poor tenants deliverance" 
from a perpetuity of oppreſſion and miſe- 
ry here. My Lords, the great Son of 


God, for your ſake, ;: ſuſſeredi 33 years ba- 
niſhment from his, great Father's . arms; 
and, though the heir of all things, yet, for 


your ſakes, made himſelf fo poor, that he 


had no, where to lay his bleſſed head. 
What leſs can your Lordſhips do for Chtiſt, 

What leſzn at the deſire of thoſe>blefſed. 
lips Which ſpake as never man ſpake, then 
to ara 1 N ! e, and lot 


qi) 


' go. his" er e kel blue 
price and reward; ahd, in- gtattude o 
your Almighty Deliverer, grant them per- 
petual deliverance from” alli their oppreſi- 

ons here, and the powers of delivering 
under your Lordſhipb, by. hard- Iabour 

and induſtry, this oppreſſed State from the 
almoſt inſihite load of caamiiies duder 
which ſhe: groans- My Eotds, If the 
Lord of angels, in his feſt entry upon the 
work of your! redemption, Was willing for 
ybur fakes to put up with the mean ac- 
commodations of à ſtable and manger for 
his cradle, Will not your Lordfhips, for 
his ſake, in your noble palaces, and prince- 3 
ly towers, reſt ſatisſied with your preſent 

eaſy aſſluence and abuudance, until the 
time arise, when, with heaven's higheſt 
- appro bation, yu can have a great del 
more? 2. If thoſe bleſſud feet, which went 
abqut Heing good, did, for veur ſakes, 
l ſajpurn in thäs lower worltdi 33 Mears; till 
Atbe greit bulitieſs 6fryoureredemption was 
accompliſhed,” there oi eue | 
 ' being: given up» by -youldthevmighty, [and 
the; Jawful: captives. deliweredy what: a) 
| time can be given them as uſubſlitute: un 
der du Landſhips; tw acborbpliſte the be. 
2 n that an 


| tus) 


load 1 acht under which ſho lies. 
O temember, my Lords, the divine Re- 
deemer had no ſubſtitute i in his Work, as 
your Lordſbips can have in yours. He 
: trode, for your fakes, the wine preſs of 
4 bis Father's wrath alone; and, of the 
people, there was none with him. And 
-3f be, the blood-royal of raven, did 
- ſweat great drops of blood for you. O do 
not ſay deeply ſtain the blood of Nobles, 
as to lift up the heel againſt kim. O my 
Lords, jt as but too common in the day 
of health and proſperity, and fullneſs of 
all things, to over rate theſe inferior com- 
Forts, and to under. rate the Divine Re- 
deemer and his great falvation, and are 
abundantly cloſe handed tu every noble 
and generous purpoſe tending to promote 
{the honour of God, and the univerſal hap- 
pineſs of their fellow brethren, although 
- theſe are the primary ends for Which the 
divine Providence hath peſtowyed Auch 
ample fortunes, namely, That they, may 
bonour God with their great fortunes, 
and be univerſal bleflings to all around 
them. But, my Lords, although theſe 
gvenat duties may be forgotten amidit the 
urn and buſtle of the trivial affairs ef 
time and all tender feelings for the ooin · 


"bet 2 | mon 


And 


tw 


: 8 -Aniferiesithat + abe q | Y 5 
necdy and dependent ſtate of man, max 
be for a time fbrgotten, vet, When she 


2 


leaſe of: hn ue ria wen and: all 


dien dug din gromnaedle: « AT * ai 
TE :this; ar. fe 2 Dom gee pom 


ant kingidoins at ee this. Almighs 
ty Redeemer, under the terrors of this. 
laſt. dreadful hour! What then, my 
Lords, we would: do for him in the hour 
of ſiclaneſs and: death: is our higheſt! wiſe 
dom ito do ſoꝝ bie in clit · day of proſperi- 
ty and health. ict . config) 1 Ma: Kell 
My Lords, it is a moſt true obſervation 
of tlie great: Redeemer of mankind, Tb: 
never one applied to him in wan π e v,ꝓjj 
one came upon a good. end and vc 
away with af ſore heart; Will your Lond 
ſhips reply, That no earthly. power: is able 
to come up to ſuch an example? Ves, my 
Lords, The Delight of Mankind. ſthe u 
luſtrious Titus, although an heathen prince: 
vrcite divinely fair after his divine exam» 
ple, whoſe conſtant maxim was, Tllat no 5 
man dughr to o away forremfol pos 
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the poeſencs of 12: prince 3 ind Sb 
is faid, he never ſent any away with an 


- enpleating anſwer. And ſo:frong a pros 
pentity: had he to do goat, that one: nighit 
being put in remembrance by thoſe;about 
him, that he had done nothing for any 
| porſon: that day, with dars counte- 
nance, he replied, .“ Alas!. my friends we 
4 have loſt a day ſentence wortley 
of an emperor For. n author; and fitito 
be retained in the memories of: al e | 
and great imen. Too 19h; „ 
My Lords, it never was in the; power 
of Titus to do ſuch imminent Aer vide an 
bebulf of the Roman empire, in his. days By 
at it is in \yenv*Lordhips per, in 
half of the Britiſh empire, in your”: days. 
All that Titus: could do was to make the 
People happy in his time, and 'to fet 2 


fair example to his ſuoceſfors in power 3 
but your Lordſhips' are able, not only o to 


male the people happy in your own time; 


but alſo, at one potent ftroke, for ever to 
put it beyond the power of ner 2 
ſterity to nullify che Godlike e le 
ſet before them. In your Lordihips pow 
er it is to put forth fuch an unparalelied 
example of your princely benignity, good- 
_ and . ¹ might almoſt 

| | tempt 


| permi a Hooker passes ; 
2 permitting ;of idur Almighey Ally, 
and 2 283 22 cr 


reale long 
Pe. #4 46-43 ©: 
1 7. 83 24 


1 „ e belles 
edn ER * 22 4 * 1 Ik 


Sale eee the divine can, 
15 N «<< Relieve the oppreſſed . ud, | 
Arſt, for the Lake ief. that: eſp: Wed 
who hath ſo.eminently: a eren = 
Lordſhips above the-commaneyel _— | 
king; and v looks ET TE 
great things at your Londſhips 1 
this ſake, in behalf of: the moe jindigent 
part of the human :fpecies 3 % I wat 
on meh aa much ſarely w in 
_ d;——0Ur gracious Aka yt 719 
— their — — your 
2 contuany 0 


Nn 


weight of, years, | 

brink! of the grave, then let the winds 

blow. the tempeſizious! ocean rage, dhe 
„ and 
univerſal nature be ſhalcen to her remoteſt | 
centre; he will be your ſupport under all 


| fakes, and for us all, even while we v Wert 
lis enemies, and in proud rebellious arms? 


{ (16g ) 
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«x ee bis abe allo, y kords, | 
eee N Tue eee 


884 6 to an eee and nitmliiaed with 
the princes of heaven, even with prices 
that excell:in- ſtrength, abt are: clothed 


with / tranſcen dent ſhrightneſa und: majeſty. 


92 


b geath þ 


men :of-iboary: loeks;i:bep 
FS, g on the 


5 and totterh 


thunders roar, the light nings 


your infirmities, and the rock of your 


_ ſalvation; to eternal ages. Did he ſuſſer 
an, arreſt upon his great and . — 


and laid down that life for your Lordſh 


0 Wu ace, priſpn: 


Kunafluod - n 


And When your; Lordſhips: are apy 


— 
— * 


l 


e 


. 


behold the awful ſight 
ing ſcene drove back 15 


nature in 


* e 
2 — ——— — 2 . 
— 


0 45 =: 
ers f amazement? ould even the 


A midaigbt 


midnight vaihd his. face. 


ſtart; at that ener Jad of hum 
guilt which hew'd his glorious head and 
will not your Lord{kips, for his ſake, lot 


_ forme! ae corny tb in behalf af 
75 ar ſueh a Muſtri- 
deus ſuitor alk the dame, Japinge Been 
the oppreſſed . This divine Perſon Was, 
and would have been infinitely happy, 

dad we never bern, or had we been wiſer 
Able for e er but Your pave 2 5 | 


friends, when you-ikgar 


idol betta ai tte. 5 bas Elton 
— Thirdly;- We. ook out your Lordfhips. 
compliance for our Phat org 4::4f 
uur ee permit: thy! Ar iipt 


N litzle longev, andinf 


. lach dae 8 of alen 


fon 
I Na. The ſhogk- 25 
. 


der d, to behgld4 * widnitht. 
yew! from hen Creator, frown,” Dag; Who" 
Jun; my horde, y his Myker's:pe: , and 
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to b reign n among che e 1. Wire 5 
more vigorous exertibn of the civil power 


1. for ſuppreſſton of the ſame, you will ſhake - 
4 : the Britiſh throne, — will | tear it from its 
3 ſtable foundation, and caſt dowy i fact 

£8 f moſt illuſtrious Prinees,' froin the High. 


eſt elevition of earthly glory! do the 1 
eſt abyſs of earthly miſery, Sen Kiki 26. 
Fourthly We might. en pe & you 

. b compliante for youỹ country's and 
5 S Hnheritance' ſakes." As Yet your! 

4 1 fit EE Tovereign'--prinees, nithmed "with 
. _ Yplendor;) armed with prineely power, *. , 


f 
of 
L 
. 
N 
[ 


moſt omnipotent, able to bring 3nto 


fect every great and noble pu y 
are p pleafed to form. * would bt 4. 
Ka yo vou from your! p 
=. ko become the te e 2 
* an ene wer?) Lords; fad I.. din 
18 Sebi your Londſhips:cruſt the tobrtefy of 
enemies "tb retuin thoſe illoſtrious titles, 


K rainer biethrightw': and antiem in- 
11 tHeritances.'(; if the Lord God omhipntent 
Wo | Hould ſend them | in terrible indighat ation 
Wo eto tur vs off for our” wickedneſs, whoever” 
1 'Zeur enemies, ure we ſhould find them, 28 


e War pea t b and taſty 
he, germ. 1 
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mighty natives from their 
exalting them of low! degree. 
: Fifthly; We -might expe, 
| ſhips: compliance, for hr NR gion's ſake. AM 
If our God ſhould, in ; terrible; indigna 1 Ml 
tion for our oppreflions, and innum erable- ND = 
other tranſgreſſions, which paſs 2446 55 
ed by the civil powęn⸗ (cough. ſubje&. to 1 
its controul,) Soul g ive us 3 pr at 1 4 
3 
| 


into the hand of our e all the |. 
other, invaluable bleſſings. of a free people, { 


our religion goes alſo. . Welhaniſh, Chriſt, N 5 
and enthrone Antichriſt and with or. | 
baniſhed ;Redeemer, and ohr Proteltapk;  - 


reformed: Reſgiany, we i, 5 7:0 
then hall prin ji this Lag liracl.. - 


1 Britain remain the miete of; „ 
the deep. No more homage ice the”, 
Britiſh. flag. Noe longer mal 1 Britim, 5 
thunder .terrify the! ſarrounding. nations, — | 
Never more ſhall be recavered, the allied „ {A 
tre of Britannia's arms; and when ir- by 
recoverably ſunk into this diſgraceful Rate. 0 
of humiliation, Aden ene hall as 
great people 2; Wha at; Bah abt 1. L 
Of this great anger 2 
7 © Then. men fhall n. 
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1 Kh körhken che Sovenant of che I 
| © their God, and have fintied agu 
„% ik. And the asger of the 1 or 
, Audled againſt this land, 6 
1 „en it all” the curſss that Sorts be 
* „ this Beck; and the Lord rooted them. 
* out in great anger, and in wrath, 
_ . in great indignation, as it is this: day.” 
1 Before coneludimg, three reins I 
| occur, not altogether unworthy your Lord- a 
ſhips notice. The firſt is, That it is be- 
yond the power of human wiſdom to 
bring any part of theſe (nearly): ten mile: | 
lions into exiſtence” upon any” other plan 
Than under the encouragement referred to 
I i thÞ publication, bout Which all 
theſe millions yearly muſt be loſt, both to 
the State and to your Lordſhips. adly,- 
Were r pra, ee 8 and . I 


vv 


1 Aa thats: is no eber 
te e in this country ft to effect this | 
buſineſs, neither funds to preſerve 
peace nor to ſupport War, without che 
eee Wen relieved: not only from 

5 eppreſons | 


_—_ 
| appreſigns com ned of, but alſo put in 
; n of m_— bleflings ; by both 
| of vhicks if denied, we may read our 
fate * 2 State, or kingdom, in Iſaiah, 
| chap. i. upon the ſame ſubject. c Re- 2 

5 lieve the oppreſſed ; judge the father- 1 
« leſs ; plead for the widow: But if ye { 
« 4 and rebel, ye ſhall be devoufed 

& by the ſword; for the Mouth of the 
14 Lord hath ſpoken N. 7 * 


* 


4 Letter "Sock the 4 uther to ny Perſe of 
Di ifindion, high in Office in this Kingdom, 
.' pew bis intended Publication; the reſult 
which encouraged him to Print the 


WE and Vs it Rn to * Views 


My Lord, 


AF: rn the higheſt degres of bet re- 
| verence due to your Lordſhip s 
| exalted Ration and dignity, permit me to 
take notice, that the incloſed Propoſals is 
the general heads of a ſmall | book 1 am 
1 juſt now going te publiſh. Be pleaſed, BY 
Lord, to... honour them with a 
Let not the ſeeming impradticability of a / 
great an undertaking diſpoſe your Lord- 
9 to [Grow it afide e Arn: 


1 


uf 


4 2's kighty millisns mt be K- 


capable bf Lecltelng eight Hllions ye 


( 
Jour counteflance and — e er 
Lordſhip is entirely ſeiffihie, hat che ful 


preme 'Alſpoſer of the fates of Kingdoms 


doth not always work Hy the mifiiſteari6n' 
of great abilities; n the còntr ' 
and often takes pieafure 4iiibri zg tbe 
wird the high purpoſes of his PfWwidence 
by 'mean and contemptible ftruments. 
It is evident then to your Lorup „chat | 
evils implied i in the general heads of this 


mall Eſſay. It is equally evident,» ſhe 


fands in need of all thoſe \pofitrve' reliefs 
And advantages Held forth in the fame. 
Shall I beg your Lordſkips Viteritiot, while. 
I mike a few. ns n ſome of the 
moſt principal. And firſt, As the cruſh- 
ng weight of the enormoũs ſum of two 


* 


tended with' many gfievous cohfequenges 


in this oppreſſed State, qprticufarly; in 
the mort impove 
dom, world 


mied party öf "the kfng- 
t not be 2 moſt dfſtrabie 
„if funds cold be Pdintetl ut 


of principal; and theſe bee funds in eit 
Hattie, o far From Raving AF” offrefiive : 
eſſects upon tlie ptople, that, bn tlfe dotis 


rar, they wan conkeſelly nov 


Ne 


( an 5 
Bender, 2 der Kt 
u this. talk. 


at. difagreeadle 
3 * 


men upan the, Saen ae of a 


af our conſtitution, andi 
nights. and liberticy of. Mankind. What 
rick, aud ſorrow,, aoger and rage, fills 
every corner; of the kingdom before our 


and - blafpbemoys. impręcgtions are nqt 
ured out agaipit.the zuthors and cauſes. 


inſamuch, that we may ſay concerning 
a Miſgries, and our children on that ac- 
count, aß the Roman Emperor Auguſtis 


Sdrgn, Would: te- beaven; fas, the Em- 


perqr, that I had lived without, a wife, 


or, died without children. The defence 
ef this practice, my Lord, is commogs 
amel, Tha ere of the State; byt 
if che ge- 


e of the State: N ſuppligd in a 


. 
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ro wed ypap:that.unnatu- 
k altitutional practice of Impreing: 


2 grievqus innovation upon th e principles 
upon the, natural 


are mannid, Sg. What horrid. oaths. 


dy: our mare fieryn aud maſcyling ſpirits; 


eic Concgrniag - the, wices. of  ſomg of hie 


far more amicable. | manner; if . ſhould - 
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| 200,000 men, without offering violence to 
the inclinations of one ſingle man. 
Thirdly, What diſagrecable onſeq 
ces attend the conclufion of a war, when 
the army and navy is diſbanded!” The 
braveſt ſeamen and troops in the world 
muſt run away (in want of bread) ſome to 
the ſervice of foreign Princes and States; 
ſome may be ſeen begging their bread in 
the ſtreets of thoſe very realms their valour 
faved from ruin; ſome betake themſelves , 
to the high ways for robbery, ſo that we 
can ſcarce go a few miles from our own 
doors, but we are in danger of being 
knock'd in the head, ànd cannot pro- 
miſe to return either with life or property. 
Would it not be moſt agreeable to the 
tender feelings of every perſon poſſeſſed 
with humanity, were it but to prevent 
the numberleſs executions that daily take 
place in conſequence of this woeful ne- 
glect of the army, &c. if we ſhall point 
out a way to raiſe one million eight hun- 
dred thouſand pounds to penſion the ſaid 
forces in time of aq at L. ” Ste ing 
yearly per man. e enn 
Forthly, As the trifling er, . con- 
tent ourſelves with in time of peace, ren- 
2 ders us ſo contemptible in the eyes of our 
| 0 enemies, 


6 73, 
1 28: to diſpoſe hem to break with 


us upon. the lighteſt occaſions, would not 


- ſuch a gallant armz. well diſciplined, un- 
dex penſion, be à ſpecial means under God 
. of keeping: our enemies in ſome aye, and 


dhe enen of the ſurcoupding nations, 


Fifthly, As: every ſucceeding war is at- 
. .With- thele two diſtreſſing effects 
upon the State; not only to interrupt the 


payment of paſt arrears, but alſo obliging 


us to contract more, and ſtill add to the 
enormous load, what fingular advantage 
would it not be tu the State tp conſtruct 
the eight 
millions levied yrarly for . of 
. the. debt; with: the cightęeen hundred thou - 
ſand pounds for penſioning the army, 
would make us: ſtrong, under God, to · 
give our enemies —— during 2 


,and ſettle theſe new funds, a8 


e 33 5 


Sinthly, Vpoy: this article. L lll oniy 
dere take notice, that there are two kinds 


of oppreſſion, proyailing:on the landed in- 


tereſt; namely, ſtiort leaſes, and engrofſ- 


ing farms. ing indy- 


of rendering Britain more e be in 


ſtry, and all good conn e rel 


% — 2 
hs _— — — 
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ſpreating peſtilence, carries its defolating | 
conſequences through all the lower ranks 


of the people, to the inmoſt- receſſes of the 
kingdom, and is the fatal ſource of all the 


emigrations and oppreſſions of every other 


kind under which the lower ranks groan, 


and the fruitful womb of -almoſt every 


ſpecies of crime and wickedneſs commit» 
ſcted in the land. If the propoſed remedy 


took place, it would not only prevent all 
emigrations and much oppreſſion in future, 


but alſo make the fortunes of the nobilit x 


and gentry of the nation one third _—_ 


than they are at preſent. + — 


Seventhly, Upon the 7, 8, 9, Ie 
12, 23, and 14 articles, we may with 
ſafety pronounce concerning them, that 
ſuch is their neceſſary connection with, 


and dependence upon the three foregoing 
articles, that, until the deſire of them is in 
ſome meaſure granted, never ſhall the people 
de freed from oppreſſion, nor recover their 
wonted proſperity and opulence. Never 


ſhall emigrations ceaſe, nor that rapid 
progreſs of depopulation among the peo- 


ple of Great Britain, which has been go- 
ing on ever ſince the Revolution, nor the 
true remedy be found againſt. a ſpirit of 


rebellion, which is often ſeeded by ia 
__ 


4 
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Worker 5 , pee er 
ſaries of life, nor honeſty — indulry 
meet with ſuitable encouragement, nor 
any intermiſſion of thoſe innumerable rob- 
beries with which our country is diſtreſſ- 
ed, nor our land improved to purpoſe in 
fertility and beauty, nor its people in po- 
pulation, - until proper meaſures are a- 
dopted on the landed intereſt, and proper 
Proviſien made for the army in time of 
peace. For the particulars of which, J 
refer your Lordſhip to the n at 
— theſe heads. 
Article 15. A more effe@tual remedy 
Soc therfopproficn of vice -and-immorality, 
and for the encouragement of religion and 
virtue; | or; the ſureſt way to 3 
laſting peace and national proſperity. On 
chis head, my Lord, we ſhall only make 
this ſhort obſervation, that as there ista 
Fer connection betwixt the favour 
the me Majeſty, and the proſperity 
of a nation, we may with ſafety venture 
to affirm, that it exceeda the wiſdom of 
men or angels to draw up à ſyſtem of 
politics that ſhall . ſecure either peace or 
proſperity to che Britiſh a 


K 


and imimorality: which math broken in 


tze Princes of Europe to divide themſelves 
into even ſcale againſt the purpoſe of an 


power? Should he become: our enemy, 


i 
1 
L 
. 


helm of this our endangered State, and 


from daſhing to: pieces againſt the rocks 
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woe is notatd ſtem i tlipt turrent of vice 


upon this nation; which, like an over- 
— nne Kath nere 1 hole 


rn unn ſuch — 
nan ſettle the balanqe of power, or diſpoſe 


omnipotent Majeſty ? Vanity of vanities. 


If the univerſal Severcign ſhould, in tay-- 


rible indignation for our 1 mickednef,. 
throw himfelf into the advoerſe ſcale, 
where are we- then with the balance af 


and fight. againft us, Whocould ſet bounds: 


ito his fiery indignation, or ſay unto Him, 


Thus far ſhalt thou, proceed but no fur- 
ther ;. and here fhall the proud waves, an 
fatal depredations of Almighty. vengeanoe 
de Raid : therefore, We may affuredly. 
conclude, that none: can ſit down at the 


Reer her through the ſtormy and tempeſ - 
tuous ſea of life, ſtirred into tempeſt h 
divine indignation for Gin, nor keep:hor 


9 famine, ao craters” 
64 duct 
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duct her into the deſired haven of proſpe 
rity or ſafety,” by any ſyſtem of | meaſures 
ran from ought | but W 'of 
trath, © ftw inn oy gbogrotd 1 ole 

The fate, my dee maid and 
in all ages, conſtrains-nie to embrace theſe 
ſentiments. 1 ever ene found: that an 
A people -does Abs cee, of 
a State, which i undoubtedly! our ſitua. 
tion at this day. The walls of Babylon, 
my Lord, were as competent for her ſafe - 
ty as the Britiſh fleet, or the: incirchng 
ocean, is for ours; yet when their cup 'of 
iniquity was full, and the divine long- 
ſuffering could no longer endure, what 
follows? Why, their almoſt impregnabile, 
their hundred gated: | could no 
longer: fave them from: his. anointed Cy- 


Lord, without a ſecond example. Shall 
not the overgrown power of Perſia conie 
down as mightily, when under the frown 
of the univerſal Sovereign? Ves. But 
where: ſhall that hero de found, hoi 
long experience in the arts of wary and 
military diſcipline, ſhall qualify him far 
this great enterpriſe ? + Here is no need 
of A. ſpun out and tedions ap- 


: SE paratus, 
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Tus. Was this a ſingle inſtance, my 
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paratus, where. Jehavab 's: Mord is leut. as 
aid? No. The Macedonian youth, hut 
Philip's: warkke fon, muſt now:ariſe: ints 
the great Alexander, and, with an —_ 
ſub of: Macedonians,' diſdaining the- 
his/ Greek auxiliaries, ſweeps: Darius, and 
his army with the beſom of deftruchont 
Where is now this — — 
torday the terror of: the hole eatth. for 
day a captive: to the: Macedonian, youths. 
Where now the luſtre of the Perſan arms 
graced ſo lately with valour iavintihle, 
ſhining in gold and flver, dazzling. the 
eyes: of: their very copquevors,; coxering 
the earth with tlieir ihnnmerable nu 
bers, bearing alt don be ſcre them with 
unconquerable bra very! Hut now the 
dugh, the Almighty. commiſfion:\is mm 
forth. Thus, far hall they proceed; 
no farther; ang; here ſnall the — 
waves, and fatal depredations df che! Per- 
ſian arms be ſtaid. They muſt now giue 
way to the ſuperior obſtinacy af Macedo- 
nian valeur, and the fields . being: ſoaked 
with rivers of Perſian blond, fall nent 
have their carcaſes to improve they foul. 
But if the once unconquerable Darius 
found a conqueror at laſt, ſurely this con- 
_ mall find none. That n 
($2108 OT. 
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ef which he WÞ'the heal, may n us allies | 


_ did: Babylon, I Shall de a Lady farever; 
24d 'fhall never fee adverſity. 1 7 'F 
But Who: art thou, O potver leſs thai? 


divine, that, confitiing vin! che | great 
_ofithine: dn #mirdft thine own 


widktdneſs; dareſt ok fbr füch permaæ 


naucy f felielty here In Building up & 
durable Felicity; they 


conqueſbr, though new puſhing enſt wurd 


veſtwurd / northward; andoſouthwardʒ uo 
ut mont is able to Rand before him, 


The great horn of s polver mall ſobn be 
drelen ald. That princely hand, Which 


nb ſo fiercely waves the ſhining fword; 


of 'whoſe invincible art 
ji ſhall -nexty when 


the rapid progre 
otũitrum all imtelligenen 


his ſtrength forfateb him, prove ie um 


poiſoned . cop 


guurded mud to hold the 


10 his intemperhte ps, and, by one fatal 


ab tnd to all his glory 


amade, put 
Pomp, and mn 
Again; be fates md kingdoms '\brongtre 
Very lou en, 
their benign. Treten _ 
up from the depthb'ef miſery to 
2 e 
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build: beneath the von Thy invincible 


tificonce in one day. 
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To mention but à ſingle inſtauce, 
among, innumerable, this may ſulice — 
Iſrael in the days of Gideon, Was not. his 
three hundred men as all the thouſands 
of Iſrael ? Their victory that day de- 
pended not on numbers great 


| reat Or; ſmall, 
but the ſword of the Lord and of Gi- 
% deon.” But how endleſs were the liſt 
of the riſe and fall of ſtates and kingdoms?., 
From which obſervations we may fairly 
deduce the following truths: Firſt, That 
there is no ſtate or condition ſo debilitated 
or broken, into which a kingdom may 
fall, but, by a due return to their offend - 
ed Creator, they may on this ground re- 
cover all with great advantage. Secondly, 
That there is ne height of power or great- 
neſs; to which a kingdom can arrive, but, 
by giving way to a deluge of prophane- 
neſs, vice, and immprality, and an univer- 
| fal degeneracy af manners ſuffered to reign 
8 without controul; but it; ſhall aſfuredly 
_ uſher in their nal. deſtruction- Would 
we avoid then, My Lord, the rock upon 
J. © which ſo many great nations have ſplit; could 
* wee wiſh to find a falve for every ſore un - 
FREY der which this oppreſſed ſtate does labour, 
let us ſeek it only in that way; Ne! 
by the oracles of truth. e 
| t 
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It is this bleſſed Book alone, my Lord, 
br is competent to inform us duly of 
-the important terms of peace, and recon- 
ciliation with our juſtly incenſed Creator, 
whoſe high diſpleaſure does fignally ap- 
pear in various diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence, particularly in dangerous ſenfſons, 
an awakening ſword, and empidemical 
diſtempers in ſeveral parts of the land, 
and whoſe anger may be ſtill more 
thoroughly underſtood from our hitherto 
impious and diſſolute courſes, Meantime, 
I have the honour to be, 6 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
and very humble Servant, 


Tas AUTHOR» 


ADDRESS 1 THE POOR, 
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Thoſe who ſuffer moſt grievouſſy from 
the preſent oppreſſive ſpirit of the times, 
whether in ny or A ; 


M y Friends, 


F it ſhould pleaſe God, in his provi- 
dence, to with-hold the ineſtimable 

| bleſſings of deliverance from thoſe evils 
we do ſo ardently deplore, and the poſſeſ- 
ſion of thoſe bleflings we do ſo ardently 
implore, let us endeavour ſubmiſſively to 
bear that yoke, from which it appears, 
we are not yet ripe for deliverance. Let 
us labour the more attentively in the pur- 
ſuit of thoſe bleſſings, which, if diligent- 
ly ſought after, and once ſecured, will not 
fail nor miſgive us.. While ſome are 
wading to wealth and fortune by oppreſ- 
Lon, and to 1 and empire through 
ſeas 


66 


ſeas of blood, let us endeavonr with equal 
ardour to preſs forward through the Red. 
Sea of the Redeemer's blood to that 
kingdom which fhall not be moved. But 
| what have thoſe in view by ſuch unmea- 
ſurable purſuits, after thoſe treaſures which 
cannot profit in the awful period of great- 
eſt extremity. The three great idols that 
| doth ſo much engroſs the hearts of may- 
kind are pleaſures, riches and honours'; 
and, to get their fill of theſe, they enlarge 
their deſires without meaſure; and per- 
haps they ſoon arrive at the utmoſt height 
of their firſt withes; but when theſe are 
obtained, finding they embrace but a 
phantom, they reaew their purſuit, and 
puſh their conqueſts like Alexander, who 
having with eaſe come into the poſſeſſion 
of Macedonia, his father's kingdom, but 
finding its ſcanty limits too narrow for 
his capacious deſires, and, at the ſame 
time, ſeeing others above him, reſolves on 
a war with Darius King of Perſia (the 
great lawgiver then of the whole earth ;) 
but altho' Perſia was overthrown, and its 
ample territories all his own, vet, his 
thirſt of empire ſtill encreaſed; for he 
next turned his victorious arms to India. 
c. of which he alſo: made a conqueſt. 
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( 184) 
But its extenſive territories, with many 
ether extenſive countries bounded by the 
eccan, had not the deſired effect of ſatis- 
fying his unbounded ambition, ſo that he 

became more unhappy than at his firſt ſet- 
ting out. He even wept for want of 

 Toom-to his ravaging ſword 3 and his 
raging thirſt of empire ſtill encreaſing, 

Providence, in mercy to mankind, permits 

à cup of poifon to put an end at once to 
his unmeaſurable ambition, and to all his 
glory, pomp, and magnificence, in one 

day. O my Friends, the meaneſt con- 
queror in the kingdom, of the Prince of 
the kings of the earth, is far greater than 

Alexander, or Julius Cæſar, or any carth- 

1 conqueror. You know the Scripture 
fays, that the righteous fhall reſt from 
all their labours, and their good works 

ſhall follow them; yea, ſhall follow them 

to their honour, their everlaſting honour, 
and fhall be their 'crown of” rejoicing in 
the great day of the Lord. But I am 
afraid many of the heroes, the tyrannical. 
and unlawful conquerors of this world, 
will make a poor figure in the great day 
of the Lord, provided their works follow 
them to the next world. What a dread- 
tu] tribe of mangled ſoldiers, deſtitute wi- 
| dows 
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dos crying, and fatherleſs children muſt 
appear againſt them. One would think 
tkat it would be puniſhment ſufficient for 
the unlawful invading Princes, and con- 
querors of this world, to hear the men 
they have cauſed to be flain, the orphans 
they have deprived of their fathers, the 
widows they have deprived of their huſ- 
bands, reciting their- acts of  valour, - 
through eternity, in the other world. The 
ſpirit of God ſpeaking in the Pſalms, ſays, 
Scatter thoſe of the people that delight 
« in war.” ” What would thoſe ambiti- 
ous Princes, the natural and apparently 
ſworn enemies of: Great Britian, : that de- 
light ſo much in war, that never let us | 
have half an age; of reſt; anſwer for their 1 
conduct? What degree of all their con- 1 
queſts: would they: not lay down at the 
feet of - the Prince of the kings of the 
earth, to be:a good friend to them in that 
great day; yet, it · is · their own fault, if 
ſuch friendſhip they want / either now or 
then. Were they wiſe . in time, to act in 
conformity to the true ends of all good 
government, to wit, The public welfare; * 


* 


but if, in contempt of theſe, and to grati- 
fy their lawleſs ambition, they ſhall levy 
un Ware, waſting the earth, and deſtroy- 
Es: ing 
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ing their fellow creatures, what wonder if 
he ſcatter them at laſt with all their pow- 


er, to their final deſtruction. They ſhall 


not then have ſo much influence as to be 
able to ſanctify the murder of their own 
ſubjects and ours too, by a form of law, 
and pretence of religion, which will be 


bound to no faith with heretics. But 


when the Prince of the kings of the 


earth makes his glorious appearance in 


judgement, and call thoſe to account for 


all their wicked deeds, ſhall behold Him 
as their Judge, and ſtand their trial like 
other ſinful mortals, What a poor abje& 
figure will theſe arbitrary Monarchs and 
tyrants make, who have perſecuted and 


oppreſſed mankind, to gratify their vile 


luſts and apetites, when they muſt ſtand 
before the dread Tribunal of the Man of 
God's right hand? Such enemies to 


mercy and juſtice as they, among all the 
tribes of men, ſhall wail moſt becauſe of 


Him. But why? Becavſe their own 
conſciences will inform them what they 
deſerve, and antieipate the ſentence of the 
righteous judge. What an awful fight 


this, to ſee thoſe vrho have plundered em- 


pires, . ſacked. cities, flaughtered millions, 


made widows and orphans, that wail and 
lament 
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lament for the death of their buſbands 
and fathers, —to ſee the crowned heads 
wringing their hands, gnaſhing their 
teeth, and curſing their fate, all waiting 
for the final ſentence. What a ſad re- 
verſe. Men who, with their nod, made na- 
tions tremble, —all ſhivering, quaking, and. 
trembling before the face of the Lamb. 
But might not theſe mighty tyrants af. 
ſemble their guards to attempt a reſcue, 
and cover their retreat from Eternal Ju- 
ſtice. Vanity of vanities; their whole 
power then is ſummed up in one impotent 
with, —2 with, the accomphfliment of 
which would now fill them with terror. 
But what is it? Why, that ſome prodigi- 
ous mountain or rock would fall upon 
them, and hide them from the face of 
that tremenduous Majeſty that fits upon the 
| Throne; as the great day of his wrath is 
come, and none of his enemies are able 
to ſtand before him. The Prince of the 
Kings of the earth will be found the beſt 
defence of his people, againſt all wicked 
and arbitrary powers. How kighly then 
does it behove the Princes of this world 
to examine, in all their deliberations and 
purpoſes of war, upon what fide this ar 
mighty Prince is likely to declare. himſelf ? 


\ 
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I is eaſily diteovered, he is id en ſurs 
to declare himſelf upon that fide where: - 
mercy and truth is. The Kings of the 
earth, with all their ſubjects, are only ſo; 
many diſtinct incorporate bodies in the 
great. ſociety of makind,/under the domini- 

an and controul of the Prince of-the Kings 
of the earth. To think he has given 
laws of nature and religion to. direct them - 
in the practice of juſtice: and truth, by: 
which they are taught ho to behave to- 
ward each other No worldly, power whats; - 
ſbever can ever have any power to do in- 
juſtice; if they do, this holy and righte- 
ous King will call them too; a ſtrict account 
for their behaviour. When ruling po- - 
ers make reaſons of ſtate ſuperior to rules 
of juſtice and truth, and purſue- meaſures ö 
of government inimical-to-ſelf evident and 
fundamental laws, they ate then enemies 
to the Prinee of the Kings of the earth, 
and will, in the. concluſion, feel his power. - 
with a vengeance. Chriſtian magiſtrates | 
dught not to proceed one ſtep, without a 
palpable ſcripture authority, for fear of 
_ effending the Prince of the Kiugs of the 
karth in making war or peace. The Sus 
eme. ou ught to be conſulted. Matters 
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hey go on with good faccels. when men; 
do not ſet the, Lord before them. 
From this picture of diſcontent, ſaleafy -- 

to be read in the lot of princes, let us 

learn the unſatisfying nature of all earthly 
enjoyments. Happineſs is the purſuit of 
all men, but few provide the chart of 
knowledge pointing where it lies. The 
proud man ſeeks it in honour, —the covet . 
ons man in wealth, —the epicure and 
glutton in delicate eating and a full belly, 
—the drunkard fecks it in his bottle. 
the young man, void of underſtanding, 
feeks it among harlots, — the ambitious, 
in large poſſeſſions, and extenſi ve terri - 
tories ; and all mad with diſappointments, 
find themſelves worſe at the end of their 
career than at their firſt ſetting - out,. 

While they are hot in purſuit of their 
vain, unſatisfying pleaſures, let us labour | 

to ſecure thoſe pleaſures that are at God's: 

* hand for evermore. | 
 _ While theſe are labouring by app enki | 
to poſſeſs themſelves of -thoſe riches: that 

will not-profit in the day of wrath, learn 

we from them, with equal ardour, to ſe- 

cure to ourſelves the true riches,. e 1 

The unſearchable riches of Chriſt, Wil 

| W are 3 inceſſantly after fame, 
bonour, 
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— and renown here, feek we that 
honour which cometh from God. Let 
us ſeek our true honour in honouring 
God. Them that honour me, (fays he,) 
1 will honour; and they that deſpiſe me, 
mall one day be lightly eſteemed them- 
ſelves. While they are inceſſantly in pur- 
uit of a happineſs that will, leave them, 
| when they have moſt need, labour we to 
ſecure to ourſelves a happineſs which ſhall 
only be beginning when ' theirs is at an 
end. While theſe have their whole at- 
tention engroſſed in purſuit of thoſe en- 
joyments with which they muſt forever 
part, in 20, 30, or 4⁰ years, let us labour 
to ſecure an intereſt in thoſe joys which 
will only be made perfect when time is no 
more, and unmeaſurable eternity be the 
date of their duration. But why did we 
Hatter the worlding with 20, 30, or 40 
years, to enjoy his foulſome fill of his vile 
and periſhing huſks? Who can promiſe 


| him, or themſelves, ſo many moments? 
Do we not ſee men in perfect health in 


the ſtreets, as it were this moment, the 


next moment they fall down ſuddenly in 


a fit of apoplexy; others ſeized: with vio- 
tent and r aging fevers, or tormenting and 
unn pains, and diſeaſes which 


baffle 
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baAYe all the. powers. of medicine, and ſud. 
denly diſlodges their reluctant ſouls; ſomd 
fioking to the floor from their eaſy chair / 
and deaf even to the moſt. piercing ſhriea 
of their diſtracted relations; ſome giving 
up the ghoſt, as they are reclined all alones 
under the ſhady arbour to taſte the ſweets 
of the flowery ſcene; fome, as they ſail 
aſſociated with a party of pleaſure, along. 
the fiilver. ſtream, while wine and muſic 
flow around; ſome intercepted as: they 
are returning home, and ſome interrupted , 
as they enter upon an important negotia«' 
tion; ſome arreſted. with the gain of in- 
juſtice in their hand, and ſome ſurpriſed 
in the immediate act of lewdneſs ov 
cruelty. i. 
Legions, Wb of diſaſters, ch 29 no 
ä prudence can forſee, nor no care n 
ly in wait to accompliſh. our doom. A - 
ſtarting horſe may throw his rider, 2 
at once daſh his. body: againfl the ſtones, 
and fling his ſoul into the inviſible world; 
'a ſtack of chimneys may tumble into the 
ſtreet, and cruſh the unwary | paſſeriger 
under its ruins; or) even a tile dropping 
from the roof may bo as fatal as the fall 
of the whole. ſtructure. If we, or they, 
— dear friendz, are thus W atreſt3 | 
© ed, 
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ad, and let flip the ſweet, the mediqtopal : 
| thour, where are we? O what pale re- 
views, what ſtartling proſpects muſt con- 
. Fpire-to augment the ſorrows of that tre- 
menduous hour? Look they backward, 
ill 1mpenitent, and behold a moſt melan- 
cocholy ſcene — ſins unrepented of, merey 
- lighted, and the day of grace ending. 
Look they forward, nothing preſents it- 
ſelf but the rightepus. Judge, the dread © 
tribunal, and a moſt ſolemn reckoning. 
Roll they around their affrighted eyes, 
here are attending friends, and, if accom- 
plices in debauchery, it ſharpens their anguiſh 
that they have not, ſinned alone, but 
drawn others into the. ſnare. At laſt, per- 
haps, they begin to pray. Finding no 
other poſſible way of relief, they are con- 
ſtrained to apply unto the Almighty with 
trembling.lips and a faultering tongue; 
they cry unto that ſovereign Being. Who 
| kills and makes alive. But why, O why 
have they deferred their addrefles, to Hea- 
ven ſo. long? Why have they deſpiſed 
all his conncils, and ſtood incorrigible un- 
der his inceſſant reproofs? How. often 
. - have they been forwarned of thoſe terrors, 
and moſt importunately entreated-to turn 
to the Lerd? I. with, my dear . 
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der may had favour at this lat Bohr 
wr be ſnatched 
breaking brink, 


and, by à miracle f 
from che very Print, t 


of etertel miſery.” But abs Wie eh 
tell, Whether aſfonted Mijeſty-will jend 


am ear? He may, for aught any mortal 
Enows, Langh at ther unn ey, and 
* mock when their fear co Mt 
hey ly groaning out the-poc 

life, th 
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Kost to cen — Recke ſor help: 
Bat ſhrieks in Hes withfolly ſhe looks. | 


Oa all ſhe's 4 no no longer hers, N 
A little longer, yer x little longer. 
: 01. might ſhe ſtay to waſh' An ' her, crimes, A 
| "And fix, her for her.  pafſ 
Her very eyes weep dig8d. 


She heabes is Fig lich horror. - — Ws 1 
3 ſtaunch; nuf derer, ſteady to bis p 1% 
3 her cloſe through every lane ok life, | 
Nor miſſes e Nr ore Ain -preffes on. Fe 2 
Till, fore id atlaft to eee 2 1. 
A. once 55 1 
be NA. # 
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limbs bathed in Pweab, their 


„and iauumberable darts of 
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unto: their aFfemblies be not thou united · 
O how awfully. accompliſhed is that pre- 
diction of inſpired wiſdom. . ; Sin, though 
ſeemingly ſweet in the commiſſion, in the 
iſſue biteth like à ſerpent, and ſtingeth 
like an adder. Happy diſſelution, were 
this the period of their woes; but, alas! 
all theſe tribulations are only the begin- 
nings of ſorrow.. No ſooner has the laſt 
Pang diſlodged the reluctant ſoul, but 
they are hurried into the preſence of an 
. injured and angry God, not under the 
conducting care of beneſicent angels, but 
expoſed to the inſults of accurſed ſpirits, 
who lately tempted them, now upbraid 
them, and will for ever. torment | hem. 
Who can conceive their confuſion: and 
diſtreſs when they ſtand guilty and inex- 
cuſable before their incenſed Creator. 
They are received with frowns. The 
God that made them has no mercy on 
them. The Prince of Peace, tbe .Foun- 
tain of Felicity, rejects them with abhor- 
rence. He conſigns them over to chains 
of darkneſs, and receptacles of deſpair 
| againſt the ſeverer doom, and more public 
infamy of the Great Day. Then all the 
vials of wrath will be emptied upon theſe 
wretched creatures. * ** Law they: Hays 


PPP 


1 


violated, and the Goſpel they have Dight® 
ed; the power they have defied; and the 
goodneſs they bave abuſed, will all ger 
themſelves honour in their / exemplary 
puniſhment. © Then God, the God to 
whom vengeance. belongeth, will draw the 
arrow to the very head, and ſet them- as 


the mark of his inexorable diſpleaſure. 
Reſurrection will be no privilege to them, 
but immortality itſelf their everlaſting 


curſe. They | muſt awake, ' muſt ariſe, 


_ muſt appear at the bar, and meet the: 


Judge; a Judge,” before whom tlie pillars 


of heaven tremble, and the earth melts- 


away; a Judge, once long ſuffering, and 
very compaſſionate, but now unalterably 


determined to teach ſtubborn offenders 
What it is to provoke the omnipotent 


Godhead ;: what it is to trample upon the 


blood of his Son, ànd offer deſpite to alh 


the gracious ' overtures of his Spirit. O 


che perplexity, the diſtraction, that muſt 
confound the impenitent rebels, when 


they are ſummoned to the great Tribunal. 
Miſery of miſeries, too ſhocking for re- 
flection to dwell upon; but if fo diſmal 
to forſee; and that at à diſtance, together 
with ſome comfortable expettation of 
Nu e O0 * Lene how * 
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ably. bitter, to bear, without any: inter- 
wiſſion, or any mitigation, 1 „ 
2 and eternal 3 
Who has any bowels of ry , WO 
* any ſentiments of compaſſion? WhO 
has any tender concern for his fellow 
creatures? Who, in God's name, and 
for Chriſt's ſake, let him ſhew it, by warn- 
ing every man, to ſeek the Lord while he 
may be found, to throw down the arms 
of rebellion before the act of indemnity 
expires, ſubmiſſively to adore the Lamb, 
While he holds out the golden ſceptre. — 
Here, let us act the friendly part to man- | 
kind.— Here let the whole force; of oũr 


benevolence exert itſelf, in exborting 
whomſoever e are nxely to minence, 
to take the wings of faith unfeigned, of 
repentance r. ks, and fie fri rom 


* 9 


_ wrath to come. i 
O my friends, who wow for the 6. 
certain enjoyments of pretariouꝭ time 
run the dreadful riſk, although crowns. 
and kingdoms were their ſure conqueſt? : 
Who would, by delay, put ſo great a fal- 
vation upon 2 caſt of dice, that mighék 
yet make it ſure beyond all perad venture, 
by making it the main bent, and firſt ſtu- 
"7 af our mm IN Ou: 4 
12 EX pa 
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portant purpoſe, the time to me may 


not be ours; the preſent; moment, hen... 


may flix our everlaſting fates. Why 


ſhould even oppteſſion and poverty, with 


all their black ttain of attendants, colt, 


hunger, bakedneſa, and: want of all things 
that can render life comfortable, - -- Why 


pany phat warp ni lager the 5 


ful PE —. a abject — 0 


oounſels. Ianſwer, the; caſe is gr ie vous, 
and it is. mine a8 well as yOurD.; but it is 


not without remedy. 1-likewiſe; acknow- | 
ledge it-is tan frequently the caſe, that the 
on wr 


children of parents, -that have little: 
ſent e aud leſd in expeAtatic 


1 


What ſhall come of the riſing geteration 7 a 
Thouſands of us are neither able to: feed 
nor cloath; nor educate,; nor give them 
callings; and ve are dreadfully afraid leſt 
their bodily wants ſhall impel them t 
impious, to dangerous, to criminal eour- 
ſes; and our extreme poverty and intapa- 
city to do them juſtice, Weakens our au- 
thority, and make them to diſdain our 


born down by oppreſſion, that we are dif- 
abled from the diſcharge of more than 1 
of the duties we owe to them, and: be 


from praying for them. 


( 


ty, and Jight their bet councils. Bar J 


remember, „ UK 
Firſt, That 40 God chad! hot; lie 
hath promiſed, that, if we ſeek Art the 


kingdom of God and his righteot 
all theſe things ; ſhall be Aae us. 1 
he who 5 the lillies of the field in 

ſuch verdure and beauty, that, although 


they neither toil nor ſpin, Solomon in 


all his glory could not equal them — 
he not much more attend to, and 
all our real wants, if we are not 13 5 


and -ſupply 


4 


to ourſelves. eo. e e 


Secondly, If we ate BY ds 


their contempt, and obſtinate carriage as 
much as it may, yet we are not diſabled 
The more e 
are diſabled in making proviſion for their 
bodies, the more let us wreſtle witty God 
both for their bodies and ſouls. If you 
can obtain but one requeſt of them, let it 


be, that they attend the houſe of God, 
and hear what God the Lord will ſay uato 


them. And go to God, by prayer, in 
their behalf, and pray thus: Lord, Lhaue 


abundant, reaſon * balicys: that my dear 


2 children 


— 
% = "45 
* - 
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* are > ſtate of Anek help 
them, Lord, to embrace Chriſt by faith 
help to embrace him as their prophet, to 
cure their ignotance, and to teach them by 
his word and ſpirit, help them, Lord, 

embrace him as their pr 


help them, Lord, 100 embrace Ch it 
their king, that he may rule them by his 


laws, and ſubdue all his and their enemies: 


Give them, Lord, this gr 


world, and all its allurements and frowns, 
—t6 fave them from the fleſb;» with all 
its evil motions and enticements. Lord, 
they: are ready to renounce all duty to me 
as a father, do thou, Lord, become a 
father to them in my ſtead, and let Chriſt 

be formed.ia them this e 


| bill 2 are ah ee reconci 
through the dear Redeemer. Do nbt let 
them grow old men and women in the 


Devil's ſervice. What, Lord,” although: 
they. are deſtitute of all good, art not 


thou able to give them alk they want *% 0 


thou great Giver ol exery go 6 008 28 
228 . 


their ſin and guilt: and: intejrcededon; 125 


8 favecther. from!che-Devill ans all 45 
temptations,—to ſave them from the 


1 
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4 . J 
fect bee though they cannot bes 


heve, do thun help their unbelief and 
give them faith; what though they can/ 
not repent, do thou givr them repentance 
not to be repented of; what though they 
_ carinot walk one ſtep ii ny way, do tliou 
take them by the arms and teach theni to 
go; what though they cannot pray, de 
thou, Lord, teach them to pray; though 
tber cannot profit; by what they read o 
"Sy | kar, do thou, Lord, tanch them to pra- 
füt; and although” they; iran do mo 
ih { of themſelves; vet he can-do-all:things. 
48 through Chriſt: ſtrengthening them, '1.0 
#1 ay concerning theme My grace dan be „ 
1 & ſ6fficient' for them, and Nee 1 
11  S::ſhall-þe made porfoct in their we eſs.7 
+ 1 | Amer, Lord, O ſay chou Amen. 
ls this, my dear friends, of! in ame 
a fects: männer, may parents wreſtle with 
Heaven in behalf of their children; and 
1 nàs opportunity offers, and their poor debi- 
I. 1 ktated circumſtances may permit, doing 
. what little they can, and offering their beſt 
a 
| 


counſels for their ſuitable conduct in time 

and happineſs through eternity. And al- 
chough it ſhould produce no hopeful fruita 
in your time, it may be bleſſed to do 


chem good when enen re 


< 20 | 
aye no more in time 3 and 1b 


prophane people ſhould {coff-at theſe; fer 
and \religiots 


ous exerciſes” of prayer 
_ counſels, &. int the 2 of proſpi 
health, yet they ſhall | 
them in the our of ſickneſt and death. 
Thirdly, It may pleaſe God that theſe 
oppreſſions may ſubſide, (which ſo much 
diſables thouſands of the lower ranks from 
doing juſtice to theix children and families, 
and is the ſource of ſo much ignorance 
and impiety; and oft times to ſupply their. 
Wants, runs into dangerous and criminal 
oourſes.) Perhaps our © great. ſuperiors, 
learping the true ſtate and real diſtreſſea of 
this oppreſſed country; eſpecially in towns 
through decay of trade, high priced pro- 
viſions, ſcarcity of work among labouring 
people, lowneſs of wages, ſhortneſs of 


leaſes in the country, ſmall returns by the 


crops. of rained farms, bad ſeaſons” dene 
by the hand ob Heaven for our inco 


bie wickedne6, / to the damage of e 


crops and threatning | their | deftruftion;/ 
threatned frequently with” an 'awakeving: 
ſword ; all put together, àmdunting td 
moſt certain indication bf the hogs! dif 


not ſo. contemn 


Heafuve; ane for our fins; * fs 
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Wee of which they can know little dy 
2 flying report, added to the knowledge 
ef our public burthens and our great de- 
pravity and corruption, in which they 
are well verſant, may, and undþubtedly' 
will, draw their moſt ſerious attention in 
order to our relief. The Britiſh Senate, 
for generofity and juſtice, is revered all 
over Europe. Its profound knowledge and 
vuiſdom cannot fail to diſcern the propriety 
of a redreſs, and its goodneſs will moſt readi- 
Iy grant the ſame, upon a due and proper 
repreſentation of our ſtate. To the firſt 
and greateſt of "theſe evils, hamely, Our- 
extreme depravity and- corruption, and 
want Of a reform, the "wakefyl eyes of 
our moſt gracious en, have been 
particularly attentive. Hence the royab 
Proclamation was iſſned for that purpoſe, 
inviting us back to our offended Creator, 
dy every motive that could induce, either 
of terror, or by marks of royal grace and 
favour. ' But in the event of ſhort com- 
ing of the ſo much 'defired effects, what 
remains but ſome ſuch expedient as their 
wiſdom ſhall approve, for putting life and 
ſpirit into thoſe; by a well appointed com- 
miſſion, for inſpection into the conduct of 
them whoſe buſineſs it is to giye effect 4 


| 0 203 0 
all thoſe laws enacted, Far uch 


important. purpoſes. vis GET +0366 4 Ne ft 
The, ſecond. evil, namely . oppreſſion, 
with proper means. of remedy and redreſs, 


myſt, alſo. be left to the wiſdom. of the 
nation, however individuals may offer 
their ſentime to gtouthe. public on. theſe 


heads 28 — of remedy and 2 
_ which. right. -DQRE can. he . 
every man has an intereſt in the fety, 


well being, and proſperity. of the State. 


we" 7 
- 


Yet the only perfect model and plan of re- 


ef muſt proceed from them whoſe office 
and charge it is ; nor can this on a ſud: 
dent be expected, until neceſſary, time, 
fn due inerten. ſhall, wa * 
me. 424 „ 444.4 % 
70 Having therefore F our grie 


in a moſt humble and, ſubmiſſive manner, 5 


into, the. boſoms of thoſe, wh, io-proceſs 


the, ſeat of royal Majeſty, od, a 0 do- 


| s. 5 K "RO 5 1 ute into * er 
addh ou yes to the | more con- 
cerns, of gur domeſtic. affairs.; I. the 
t N oe pe God, under all our ppver- 
ulated diirefles, 
rently, 4955 
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ever 40 cc neglected, vt moll in 
portant duty, namely, The cultivation ef 
piety and virtue i our young and tender 
ofspring. The defects of — 
of, cloathing; E ſehool fees, of -power- 
"Wility: to wo] them krades, Karel grünt 
_ wants/ and Freat diſc ouragerr epts among 
che lower ranks, of poor oppreſſed ones, 
let ub arm at every point of duty; and 
He who: meeteth thoſe; , who 'reinertibet 
Him in His ways, will bee be wanting 
Yooner'6r - later to relieve us]; [and in -Of« 
der to ſet” furth the aſtonithing madneſs 
and folly. of all choſe Parents, "(oi belher 


ay rich or poor,) that ate more ſolieitous to 
1 amaſs much wealth, and luy up treaſbres 
A and great fortunes for children on earth, 
1 than to make them rich towards God, by 
W teaching them how to ſecure an intereſt 
A is their greut Redeemer ah, Wy up for 
1 themſelves treaſures in heaven; we will 
"ll wy before Curſelves (for our joint iiſtru 
4 on, and warming againſt” fatal miſtakes 
1 er ſchis kind in future,) a moſt moving 
19 and pitiful relation of 2 aovely- boyz cut 

N H of in the- bloom of life from his- careleſs | 
'Y parents, under ehe mournful diſidvantages 
5 of 1 ne left of all pious and religious 
19 | on, together: with che fruitleſs la! 
0 4 ; - mentations | 
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ef à total negle& of all pious and religi- 
ous inſtruction, together with the fruitleſs 
lamentations of the diſconſolate parents 
for the aſfliting- circumſtances of their 
ſad neglects, quoted from the Meditations 
ef the great Mr Hervey. : 
% Here lies the grief of a fond moghiny 
<< and the blaſted expectation of an indul- 
«« gent father. The youth, grew up like 
<, g welk-watered plant; he ſhot deep, 
« roſe high, and bid fair for manhood. 


But juſt as the cedar began to tower, 


«« and promiſed, ere long, to be the 
pride of the wood, and prince among 
the neighbouring trees, — behold the 
„ ax is laid to the root; the fatal blow 
«+ ſtruck; and all its branching honours 


“ fall alone? No: The hopes of his fa- 


Tue that begat him, and the pleaſing 
« proſpects of hep that bare him, fell, 
and were cruſhed. together with him.“ 
Doubtleſs, it would, have pierced 
one's heart to have beheld the tender 
“parents, following the breathleſs youth, 


to his long home. Perhaps, drowned 
in tears, and all overwhelmed with 


0 forrows, they ſtood like weeping ſta- 
Tr pus on this very ſpot. — Methinks I fee 
2M „ 510 the 
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the deeply diſtreſſed mourners attending 
© the ſad ſolemnity. How they wring 
their hands, and pour floods from their 
eyes !—Is it fancy? or do 1 really hear 
the paſſionate mother, in an agony of 
<« affliction, taking a final leave of the 
darling of her ſou} ?— Dumb ſhe re- 
Fo sf while the awful obſequies were 
s performing : dum with grief, and lean- 
ing upon the partner of her woes. 
But now the inward anguiſh ſtruggles 
for vent; it grows too big to be re- 
preſſed. ; She advances to the brink of 
the grave. All her ſoul is in her eyes. 
She faſtens one more look upon the 
dear doleful object, before the pit ſhuts 
its mouth upon him. And as ſhe looks, 
the cries, in broken accents, interrupt. 
ed by many a riſing fob—ſhe cries— 
Farewell, my ſon! my ſon! my only 
beloved !— Would to God I had died 
for thee ! Farewell, my child! fare- 
well all my earthly happineſs I fhall 
never more ſee good in the land of the 
living. Attempt not to comfort me. 
I will go mourning all my days, till 
my grey pry” come down with forrow I 
to the ne ö | 


0 From: 


TY 


:( a7. 3 bo: 
«© From this affecting repreſentation, . 
let parents be convinced, how highly 
it concerns them to cultivate the 


morals, and ſecure the immortal in- 
tereſts of their children. — If you really 
* love the offspring of your own bodies; 
if your bowels yearn over thoſe amiable 
pledges of conjugal endearmeuts; ſpare 


no pains; give all diligence, I entreat 
you, to bring them up in the nurture 


and 'admonition of the Lord. Then, 
may you have joy in their life. If 


their ſpan is prolonged ;; their unblame- 


able and uſeful conduct will be the ſtaff. 
of your age, and a balm of declining 
nature. Or, if the number of their 
5 ycars-be cut off in the midſt, you may 
commit their, remains to the duſt, with 


much the ſame comfortable expecta- 


tions, as you ſend the ſurvivors to 
places of genteel education. Lou may 


commit them to the duſt, with chear- 
ful hopes of receiving them again to 
your arms, inexpreſſibly improved in 


every noble and nee org. 


meg ¶ | 
ls cortaintit. a denn il; _ 
much more afflictive, than 1 am able 
to inngine, to reſign a lovely blooming 

8 2 creature, 
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creature, ſprung up from your een 
loins, to the gloomy receſſes of corrup- Z3 
tion. Thus to reſign him, after having 
deen long dandled upon your knees, 
united to your affefions by a thouſand 
ties of tenderneſs; and now become 
+ both the delight of 2 eyes, and the 
ſupport of your family — Lo have ſuch 
2 one torn from your boſom, and 
thrown into darkneſs : Doubtleſs it 
muſt be like a dagger in your hearts 
But O! how much more cutting to 
you, and confounding to the child, 
to have the ſoul ſeparated from God! 
and for ſhameful ignorance or early im- 
piety, tranſmitted to places of eternal 
torment! How would it aggravate 
4 your diſtreſſes, and add a diſtracting 
? -«« emphaſis to all your ſighs, if you ſhould 
. follow the pale corpſe with theſe bitter 
.— < refleftions !— This dear creature, though 
14 * long ago capable of knowing good 4 
1 * from evil, is gone out of the world, 
1. before it had learned the great deſign } 
iN of coming into it. A ſhort-lived, mo- 
1 e mentary exiſtence, it received from me; 
* but no good inſtructions, no holy ad- 
n monitions, nothing to further its well- 


oy _ in that A Nate upon 
| „„  - * 


8 ane : * * * 172 — . L A 2 A 2 
Ts oY Bs - N 


n — 2 


PPP 


OR gs 


e . 1 
VV 
d 
— 1 * 1 

5 5 


his truth,” 


which it is now entered. Tze poor 
body is conſigned to the coflin, and car- 
ried out to conſume away, in the cold 
and ſilent grave. And what reaſon 
have I to ſuppoſe, that the precious 
ſoul is in a better condition? May L 
not juſtly fear, that, ſentenced by the 
righteous Judge, it is going, or gone 
away into the pains of endleſs puniſh- 


ment: — perhaps, while I am bewailing 


its untimely departure; it may be cur- 
ſing, in utter darkneſs; that ever to be 
deplored, that moſt calamitous day, 
when it was born of ſuch a careleſs,. | 
ungodly parent as I have been.” 

„Nothing. I think, but the gnawings 
of that worm which never dies, can 
equal the anguiſfi of theſe ſelf-condemn- 
ing thoughts. The tortures of a rack 
muſt be an eaſy ſuffering, compared 
with the ſtings and horror of ſuch a 
remorſe.— How earneſtly do I with, 


that as many as are intruſted with the 


management of children, would take 


* timely care to prevent theſe ſcourges of. 
' conſcience; by endeavouring to con- 


duct their minds into an early know- 
ledge of Chriſt, dan 2 cordial love of. 


* f 
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% On this hand is lodged one, whoſe 


ſepulchral ſtone tells a moſt pitiful tale 


indeed! Well may the little images, 
reclined over the ſleeping aſhes, bang 


down their heads with that penſive air! 


None can conſider ſo mournful a ſtory, 
without feeling ſome touches of ſym- 
pathiſing concern. — His age twenty- 
eight; his death ſudden ; himſelf cut 
down in the prime of life, amidſt all 
the vivacity and vigour. of manhood ; 


while his breaſts were full of milk, ad 
his bones, moiſtened with marrow. Pro- 


bably he entertained no apprehenſions 
of the evil hour. And indeed, who 


could have, ſuſpected, that ſo bright a 


ſun ſhould go down at noon ? To hu- 


man appearance his hill ſtood ſtrong. 
Length of days ſeemed. * 7 in his 


ſanguine countenance. , He ſolaced 
himſelf with the proſpect je a long, 
long ſeries of earthly ſatisfactions— 
When, lo! an unexpected ſtroke de- 
ſcends from that mighty arm, which 
overturneth the mountains by their 


roots; and cruſhes the i 1maginary hero, 


before the moth; as quickly, and more 
_ eaſily, than eur fingers preſs ſuch a 
Oe e infect to death“ 


6 „ Perhaps, 
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0 be the muptial 5 joys \ were all he 


thought on. Were not ſuch the breath · 
ings of his enamoured ſoul ? Yet a very 


little while, and J ſhall poſſeſs the ut- 
moſt of my wiſhes, 1 ſhall call my 


charmer mine; and in her enjoy what- 
ever my heart can crave. In the midſt 
of fuch enchanting views, had ſome 


faithful friend but ſoftly reminded him 


of an opening grave, and the end of 
all things: How unſeaſonable would he 


have reckoned the admonition, and 
how impertinent the perſon who admi- 
niſtered it! Yet, though all warm with 


life, and rich in viſionary bliſs, he was 


even then tottering upon the brink of 
both. O dreadful viciſſitude! to have 
the bridal feſtivity turned into the fu- 
neral ſolemnity l O deplorable misfor⸗ : 


tune! to be ſhip-wrecked, in the very 


haven, and periſh even in ſight of hap. 
pineſs! What a memorable proof is 


here, of the frailty of man in. his, beſt 


eſtate : Look, O! look on. this monu- 
ment. ye gay and careleſs; attend to 
this date; and boaſt no more of to- 


morroẽ-w-ę! F 


„Who can tell but the briddaides 


n with gladneſs, had prepared the 
dns " DUTT 


| created bliſs ! 


( 
marriage - bed ? had decked it with the 


"richeſt covers, and dreſſed it in pillows 


of down? When, oh truſt not in 


youth, or ſtrength, nor in any thing 


mortal: for there is nothing certain, 
nothing to be depended on; beneath 


the unchangeable God—Death, relent- 
leſs death, is making him another kind 
of bed in the duſt of the earth. Unto 


this he muſt be conveyed, not with. 
ſplendid proceſſion of joyous attendants, 
but ſtretched on the gloomy hearſe, 
and followed by a train of mournery.. 
On this he muſt take vp a lonely lod- 
ging nor ever be releaſed till the hea- 
vens are no more. In vain does the 
confenting fair-one put on her orna- 
ments, and expect her ſpouſe. Did 
ſhe not, like Siſera's mother, look out 
of the lattice chide the delays of her 


beloved; and wonder why his chariot 


was ſo long in coming ? little thinking 
that the intended bridegroom had for- 


ever done with tranſitory things! that 


now everlaſting cares employ his mind 


without one ſingle remembrance of his 
lovely Lucinda !-—-Go, diſappointed vir- 


gin! Go, mourn the uncertainty” of all 


teach thy ſoul to to aſpire 
« after 


« We nod, like intoxicated creatures, 
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after 2 FI and immutable felicity! 
for the once gay and gallant Fidelio 
ſleeps in other embraces; even in the 


icy arms of death ! forgetful, eternally 
_ forgetful, of the world-—and the. 
+ Hitherto one is tempted to exclaim 


againſt the King of Terrors, and call 


him capriciouſly cruel. He ſeems, by 
beginning at the wrong end of the re- 
giſter, to have inverted the laws of 


nature. Paſſing over the couch of de- 


crepit age, he has nipped infancy in its 
bud: blaſted youth in ws bloom, and 
..torn up mankocd- in its ful maturity. 
terrible indeed are per providences, 


yet not unſearchable their counſels. 
Such ſtrokes muſt not only grieve 
the relatives but ſarpriſe the whole 


neighbourhood. They ſound a power- 


ful alarm to heedleſs dreaming mortals, 
and are intended as a remedy for our 
carnal ſecurity. Such paſling- bells in- 
culcate loudly our Lord's admonitidn 3 
Take ye he heed; Watch and pray: 
for ye know not when the time i8.— 


upon the very verge of a tremendonk 
precipice. - Theſe aſtoniſhing diſpenſa- 


tions are the kind — of Hea- 
. 66 ven; 2 
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ven; to ute! us from our ſupinenefs, 


and en us into timely circumſpec- 


tion. I need not, ſurely, accommo- 


date them with language, nor act as 

their interpreter. Let every one's con- 
ſcience be awake, and this will appear 
their awful meaning, — O! ye ſons of 


4 men, in the midſt of life yu are in 


66 
| 40 
44 


death. No ſtate, no circumſtances can 
aſcertain your preſervation a ſingle mo- 
ment. So ſtrong is the tyrant's aim 
that nothing can reſiſt its force; ſo true 
his arm that nothing can elude. the 
blow. Sudden as lightning, ſometimes, 

is his arrow launched; and wounds, 
wi kills, in the twinkling of an eye. 


Never promiſe yourſelves ſafety in any 


expedient but conſtant preparation. The 
fatal | ſhafts fly ſo promiſcuouſly that 
none can gueſs the next victim; there- 
fore, be ye always ready; for in ſuck 


an hour as ye think not, the final ſum- 


mons cometh. he reiterated warning, 
. acknowledge, is too needful; may 
the divine grace render it effectual! ! The 
momentous truth, theugh worthy to be 
_ engraved on the tables of a moſt tena- 
cious memory, is but ſlightly _—_ 


on Ge n flow of paſſion. 
8 gin 
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46 


at the ſhock ; and feel, verkiys'iin trem- 


bling dread, No ſooner are they re- 


moved from our ſight but, driven in 
the whirl of buſineſs, or lulled in the 
languors of pleaſure, we forget the pro- 
vidence, and neglect mth errand, The 
impreſſion . made on our unſtable 
minds, is like the trace of an arrow 
through*the penetrated air, or the path 
of a keel in the furrowed wave. — 


Strange ſtupidity ! to cure it, another 


monitor beſpeaks me, from a neigh- 
bouring ſtone. It contains the narra- 
tive of an unhappy mortal, ſnatched 


from his friends, and hurried to the 


awful bar; without leiſure, either to 
take ack farewell of the one, or to 
put up ſo much as a ſingle prayer pre- 


paratory for the other; killed, accord- 
ing to the uſual expreſſion, oF A FOO 
ſtroke bf caſualty. +» 1 


Was it then a random Aroke ?-1 Doubt: 
leſs the blow came from an aiming, 


though inviſible, hand. God preſideth 
over the armies of heaven: God ruleth 


among the inhabitants of the earth; 


and God conducteth what men "call 


chancy; Nothing, nothing comes to 
KS ve 20h 1 . 5 


46 
( 
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<« paſs through a blind and diſcerning fa- 


tality. If accidents happen, they hap- 
pen according to the exact foreknow- 
ledge, and conformably to. the determi- 
nate counſels of Eternal Wiſdom. The 


ſeemingly fortuitous diſaſter is only the 


agent, or inſtrument, appointed to exe- 
cute the ſupreme decree. When the 
king of Iſrael} was mortally wounded, 


it ſeemed to be a caſual ſhot. A cer- 


tain man drew a bow, at à venture. At 
a venture, as he thought. But bis 
hand was ſtrengthened, by an omni- 
potent aid; and the ſhafts levelled, by 
an unerring eye. So that, what we 
term caſualty, is really Providence ; ac- 
complithing deliberate deſigns, but con- 
cealing its own interpoſition. How 

comforting this reflection! admirably 
adapted to ſooth-the throbbing anguiſh. 
of the mourners, and to compoſe their 
ſpirits into a quiet ſubmiſſion ! Excel- 


lently ſuited,” to diſſipate the fears of 
godly ſurvivors, and create a calm in- 
py even amidſt innumerable 


perils ! 
% How thin is the partition, between 
this world and another! how ſhort the 


** tranſition, from time to eternity! the 


partition, 


Can 


«6 partition, n ankles more than che eath + 
4 in our noſtrils ; and the tranſition may 
« pager in the twinkling of an eye — 
« Poor Chremylus, I remember, aroſe 
«- from the diverſions of a card- table, Bs, 
and dropt into the dwellings. of dark- 
« neſs—One. night Corinna was all gaiety 
4 in her ſpinits, all finery in her apparel, 5 
e at a magnificent ball.— The next night, 
« ſhe lay pale and tiff, an extended 
* corpſe, and ready to be mingled with 
„ the mouldering duſt.— Voung Atticus 
* lived to ſee his ample and commodious 
0 ſeat compleated: but not to ſpend one 
| «© joyous hour, under the ſtately roof. 
„ The ſaſhes were hung, to admit the 
« day, but the maſter's eyes are cloſed in 
„ endleſs night. The apartments were 
“ furniſhed, to invite ſociety, or admini- 
ec ſter repoſe; but their lord reſts in the | 
<« lower parts of the earth, in the ſolitary, 
* filent chambers of the tomb. The gar- 
e dens were planted, and a thouſand ph 
gant - decorations deſigned ; | but alas! 
their intended poſſeſſor is gone down 
to the place of ſkulls; is gone down to 
5 the valley of the ſhadow of death.” 

Since then, my dear Friends; we are ſo- 
Foe to be dete ef our earthly ta; 
. | bernacles 
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bernacle, let us look upon ourſelves only 
as tenants at will, and hold ourſelves in 
Perpetual readineſs to depart at à mo- 
ment's warning. Without ſuch a habitual 
preparation, we are like tlioſe that ſleep 
on the top of a maſt, while a horrid gulf 
yauns, or furious wave rages below; and 
where can be the peace, what the ſatis- 
faction of ſuch a ſtate; whereas a prepared 
condition, will inſpire a chearfulneſs of 
temper, not to be. ruffled - by every low 
vexation, and create a firmneſs of mind 
not to be overthrown by the moſt threat- 
ning dangers ; nor can poſſibly be rendered 
unhappy in the loweſt deeps of poverty 
to which we may be reduced. I have 
the rather choſen to conclude my addreſs 
to you on theſe awful topics, upon theſe 
two accounts, becauſe, according to the 
inſpired writings, firſt, There is nothing 
a elſe left to diſtinguiſh betwixt a wife man 
and a fool, but this alone, of making it 
| "the chief buſineſs of life to make an early 
and ſuitable preparation for death. ** Q_ 
* that they were wiſe, that they under- - 
< ſtood this, that they would conſider 
<« their latter end.” And to the ſame 
purpoſe, Job tells vs, ©" Behold; the fear 
+ of the Lord, that is wifdom ; and to 
| 1 depart 
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this world, ſhould be eſpecially attentive. 12 75 
not to throw up their intereſt in the next. 


5 not bett f 
inſtance referred to in the above quota- 
tions, but, in the ſpace of a few days, ap+ 
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